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I. 

COPY of the Letter of Mr. Stanley to the Clerk of the Guardians of 
Newcastle Union, relative to an Application made to the Commissioners 
by the Trustees of the Estates of the Earl of Devon to alter the 
Electoral Divisions of Newcastle Union, so that the whole of such 
Estates might be comprised exclusively in One or more Electoral Divi- 
sions, 15th November 1847. 


No. 26,594. D/47. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 15th November 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have had under their Consideration the Memorial of the Trustees of 
the Estates of the Earl of Devon, in which the Memorialists request that the 
Electoral Divisions in which the Estates of the Earl of Devon are situated in 
Newcastle Union may be so altered as to compi’ise the whole of such Estates 
exclusively in One or more Electoral District or Districts. The Commissioners 
have also had under Consideration various Documents in which the Propriety 
of acceding to the Request of the Memorialists has been pressed upon them by 
Captain Kennedy, the Agent for those Estates, together with numerous Letters 
in which other Proprietors in Newcastle Union have expressed their own Opinion 
respectively on the same Subject. 

The Commissioners have given much Consideration to the Request of the 
Memorialists, not only on account of the Magnitude of the Interests which 
would be immediately affected by the proposed Alteration of the Electoral 
Divisions in Newcastle Union, but likewise on account of the great general 
Importance of the Principle which such an Alteration would involve, and of 
the long Train of practical Consequences which would necessarily result from 
it in every Part of Ireland. That Principle when fully stated is no less than 
this, that Estates of Landed Proprietors should become an Area of Taxation 
for Poor Law Purposes; for it is fully admitted that if the Principle is 
sanctioned in reference to the Estates of the Earl of Devon, it must in fair- 
ness be extended to the Estates of other Landed Proprietors in Newcastle 
Union ; and it is obvious that the Principle, if admitted in Newcastle Union, 
could not be restricted by the Commissioners to that Union alone, but that 
they would be eventually called upon to extend its Application fairly and impar- 
tially, by remodelling in reference to it the Electoral Divisions in all the Irish 
Unions. 

The Question, therefore, which the Commissioners now have to determine 
is, whether they are prepared to act on the Principle of making the Estates 
of Landed Proprietors an Area of Taxation for Poor Law Purposes ; and after 
the closest Consideration which the Commissioners have been able to bestow on 
the Subject, they have arrived at the Conclusion that even supposing that the 
Principle were in itself both practicable and expedient (on neither of which 
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Points do the Commissioners propose to express any Opinion on the present 
Occasion) it would be improper for them, as a purely administrative Body, to 
act on that Principle unless it previously received the deliberate Sanction of the 
Legislature. 

The Grounds on which the Commissioners have arrived at this Conclusion are 
the following: — 

The Principle of malting Estates an Area of Taxation does not seem to 
have been adopted by the Legislature in any part of the United Kingdom. 
Omitting Notice of Towns, Cities, and Boroughs, and the Penalty which may 
be inflicted on Townlands in Ireland for malicious Injuries, it will be found on 
Examination that the Area of Taxation in Ireland consists of Parishes, Baronies, 
Electoral Divisions, or Unions ; in England and Wales, of Parishes, Hundreds, 
Townships, Unions, Ridings, or Counties; and in Scotland, of Parishes or 
Counties. 

It sometimes indeed happens that, owing to Circumstances, the Boundaries 
of an Estate are identical with the Boundaries of a Parish or an Electoral 
Division, bnt still the Commissioners believe it to be undeniable that the 
making an Estate, as such, an Area of Taxation is a Principle wholly unknown 
to the Law. 

Now the Commissioners are precluded from supposing that this Silence of the 
Law on the Subject has arisen either from Indifference or from the Idea not 
having presented itself to the Mind of the Legislature. It is a matter of 
Notoriety that the Principle of Taxation by Estates has in one Form or another 
been frequently advocated as One Means of remedying the Calamities which 
have been occasioned by the Failures of the Potato Crop during the last Two 
Years, and at the Period when the Irish Relief Extension Act was under 
Discussion during the last Session tbe Principle could not have escaped the 
Notice either of Government or of Parliament. The Commissioners, therefore, 
feel justified in assuming that Parliament may be regarded either as having 
virtually rejected the Principle, or at any rate as having arrived at the Conclusion 
that its immediate Adoption was not desirable. 

The Commissioners are fortified in this View of the Question by the 
Consideration, that, even assuming the Principle to be in itself practicable 
and expedient, its adoption would produce obvious Inconveniences and In- 
justice, unless accompanied by further Alterations in the Law of Rating, and 
of Chargeability on Electoral Divisions. For example, it is evident that one 
of the immediate Effects, as the Law at present stands, would be, in many 
Instances, to cause the pulling down of Cottages, to give a Stimulus to 
Clearances from Estates, and to throw an undue and overwhelming Burden on 
certain Localities, such as small Towns or large Villages, in which, owing to the 
great Number of Proprietors, there would be no systematic Unity of Action 
to prevent the Influx of ejected Tenants and of Persons bordering on 
Pauperism. The Fact that such Localities would become unduly taxed in 
the present State of the Law is fully conceded ; and in order to obviate the 
palpable Injury which would be inflicted on them it is proposed, that when 
their Poor Rates exceed a certain Amount, the Balance required for the 
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Relief of their Destitution should be levied either as a Union or a National 
Rate. But without entering on the Question of whether a Union Rate or a 
National Rate in such Cases would or would not be expedient, it is evident 
that no such Rates could be made without an Alteration of the Law, and 
without admitting Principles of Taxation for Poor Law Purposes different 
from those sanctioned by Parliament in any Part of the United Kingdom. 

Under these Circumstances the Commissioners are of opinion that they 
would not be justified as an administrative Body in introducing the Principle 
of making Estates an Area for Taxation, to which, in point of fact, the 
Proposition now before them is confined. They think that the Principle, if 
adopted at all, should previously receive the Sanction of the Legislature, 
that the carrying it out would be unjust and oppressive to particular Locali- 
ties, unless accompanied by Alterations in the existing Laws, and they, 
therefore, feel bound to decline complying with the Request of the Memo- 
rialists respecting the Estates of the Earl of Devon in Newcastle Union. 

I have, &c. 

( Signed) W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 


( 107 .) 
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II. 


Copies of Memorials, Documents, and Letters referred to in the foregoing 
Letter. 


No. 1 — Letter from the Earl of Devon to the Commissioners ; 16th August 184)7 - 
No. 2. — Letter to the Earl of Devon in reply; 21st August 1847 - - 

No. 3. — Copy Letter from Captain Kennedy to the Earl Fortescue ; 5th August 1847 
No. 4. — Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Hancock instructing him to inquire and 
report thereon ; 25th August 1847 - 

No. 5. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Earl of Devon apprising him of the above 
Instruction to Mr. Hancock ; 25th August 1847 - 

No. 6. — Letter from Sir William Somerville to E. Twisleton, Esq., inclosing Copy of Captain 
Kennedy’s Letter to the Earl Fortescue (No. 3.) ; 26th August 1847 

No. 7. — Letter to Sir William Somerville in reply ; 27th August 1847 - 

No. 8. — Letter from the Earl Fortescue to the Commissioners inclosing a Memorial from the 
Trustees of the Devon Estates ; 25th August 1847 - 

No. 9.— Memorial from the Trustees of the Devon Estates to the Poor Law Commissioners, 
with a Plan for the proposed Alteration, comprising Two Maps, and a Schedule 
of the Townlands which would be affected by the Alteration ... 
No. 10. — Letter from the Commissioners to the Earl Fortescue; 27th August 1847 - 
No. 11 . — Report from Mr. Hancock ; 30th August 1847 - 

No. 12. — Letter from the Earl of Devon to the Commissioners; 6th September 1847 
No. 13.— Letter to the Earl of Devon in reply ; 10th September 1847 - 

No. 14.— Circular Letter addressed to the Landed Proprietors in the Divisions which would 

be affected by the proposed Change; 10 th September 1847 - 

No. 15 — Letter from the Commissioners to the Clerk to the Guardians forwarding the above 
Circular for Transmission ; 1 1 th September 1847 - 

No. 16. — Extract from Guardians Minutes; 14th September 1847 - 

No. 17.— Letter from Clerk to the Guardians to Mr. B. Banks, forwarding List of Pro- 
prietors in Rathronan Division ; 15th September 1847 - - 

No. 18 — Letter from Mr. Christopher Delmege in reply to the Circular of 10th September • 
19th September 1847 

No. 19. — Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 27th September 1847 
No. 20.— Letter from the Earl of Clare in reply to the Circular of 10th September ; 19th Sep- 
tember 1847 - - - - ... 

No. 21 .—Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 27th September 1847 
No. 22 — Letter from George Meares Maunsell in reply to the Circular of 10th September- 
21st September 1847 - - - - _ 

No. 23 — Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 27th September 1847 - 

No. 24.— Letter from Mr. E. Wilmot Chetwode in reply to the Circular of 10th September • 
22d September 1847 - - - _ r ’ 

No. 25.— Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 27th September 1847 - 

No. 26— Letter from Lord Muskerry in reply to the Circular of 10th September- 23d Sep- 
tember 1847 - - - . 1 _ 

No. 27— Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 27th September 1847 

No. 28 Minute of an Interview which Lord Muskerry had with the Chief Commissioner 

on the Subject; 2d October 1847 - 

No. 29— Letter from Mr. Francis Goold in reply to the Circular of 10th September- 
23d September 1847 - - - 1 

No. 30 — Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 27th September 1847 - 
No. 31— Letter from Mr. Gibbons on behalf of Major Sullivan in reply to Circular of 

10th September; 25th September 1847 - . 

No.32— Observations of Mr Hancock thereon; 1st October 1847 

No. 33 — Letter from Mr. Yielding in reply to the Circular, 10th September ; 25th Sep- 
tember 1847 - - - . _ _ ^ 

No. 34 — Copy Correspondence referred to in Mr. Yielding’s Letter . 

No. 35— Letter to Mr. Yielding in reply ; 29th September 1847 - - 

No. 36. — Observations of Mr. Hancock on Mr. Yielding’s Letter ; 1st October 1847 

No. 37— Further Letter to Mr. Yielding; 6th October 1847 . 

No. 38— Letter from^ Thomas Locke in reply to the Circular of 10th September; 27th Oc- 
No. 39— Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 1st October 1847 
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No. 40 — Letter from Mr. Eyre Lloyd to A. Moore, Esq. ; 27th September 1847 . 

No. 41. — Letter to Mr.Lloyd in reply ; 1st October 1847 

No. 42.— Observations of Mr. Hancock on Mr. Lloyd’s Letter ; 18th October 1847 
No. 43.— Letter from W. Stanley, Esq., to the Clerk to the Guardians; 2d October 1847 
No. 44.— Letter from Mr. Francis Walker to A. Moore, Esq. ; 29th September 1847 
No. 45. — Letter to Mr. Walker in reply ; 1st October 1847 - 

No. 46. — Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 18th October 1847 

No. 47- Letter from Mr. Standish O’Grady in reply to Circular of 10th September- 
29th September 1847 - - . . _ 1 ’ 

No. 48.— Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 2d October 1847 
No. 49.— Further Report from Mr. Hancock ; 2d October 1847 

No. 50.— Letter from Mr. Michael Cahill in reply to Circular of 10th September - 30th Sen 
tember 1847 - - - - _ 

No. 51 — Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 6th October 1847 
No. 52.— Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley, Esq. ; 2d October 1847 

No. 53 Letter to A. Moore, Esq., enclosed in foregoing, which Mr. Yielding wishes to have 
substituted for his former Letter (No. 33.) - . 

No. 54. — Letter to Mr. Yielding in reply; 7th October 1847 

No. 55.— Observations of Mr. Hancock on Mr. Yielding’s Letter; 8th October 1847 

No. 56.— Letter from^Mr. Pierce Mahony in reply to Circular of 10th September; 4th Oc- 

No. 57.— Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 7th October 1847 - 

No. 58.— Letter from Mr. J.C. Heffernan in reply to Circular of 10th September- 2d Oc- 
tober 1847 - - - _ ’ 

No. 59 — Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 8th October 1847 

No. 60.— Letterjrom Mr. Godfrey Massey iu reply to Circular of 10th September; 4th Oc- 
No. 61.- Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 7th October 1847 

No. 62. Letter from Clerk to the Guardians to W. Stanley, Esq. ; 4th October 1847 - 

No. 63. Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley, Esq. ; 9th October 1847 - - 

No. 64.— Letter to Mr. Yielding in reply; 14th October 1847 - - 

No. 65.— Letter from W. Stanley, Esq., to the Clerk to the Guardians; 15th October 1847 - 
No. 66- Observations of Mr. Hancock on Mr. Yielding’s Letter and Reply; l 6 th October 

No. 67. LetterMrom Mr. Hugh~Massey in reply to Circular of 10th September ; 9th October" 

No. 68.— Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 14th October 1847 
No. 69 — Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley, Esq. ; 12th October 1847 
No. 70— Letter to Mr. Yielding in reply ; 14th October 1847 

No. 71.— LetteHrom Mr. S. O’Brien in reply to Circular of 10th September ; 13th October 
No. 72— Observations of Mr. Hancock thqreon ; 18th October 1847 

No. 73— Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley, Esq. ; 15th October 1847 - " 

No. 74 — Letter to Mr. Yielding in reply ; 16th October 1847 - - 

No. 75 -Letter from Clerk to the Guardians to W. Stanley, Esq. ; 16th October 1847 " 

No. 76.— Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 22d October 1847 
No. 77— Letter to the Clerk to the Guardians in reply ; 25th October 1847 
No. 7S.— Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley, Esq. ; ISth October 1847 
No. 79— Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 22d October 1847 
No. 80 — Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley, Esq. ; 19th October 1847 
No. 81— Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 22d October 1847 - 
No. 82— Letter from A. Moore, Esq, to Dr. Anster and Captain Evans forwarding Conv of 
Commissioners Circular of lotli September (a Copy had been orevi™,.to P l * 
warded to Mr. Massey); 25th October 184,7 - . Piously for- 

No. S3— Letter from Mr. Yielding to W, Stanley, Esq. ; 2!st October 1847 

No. 84. Esfdaiiatory M^^r^^dum^relmitoe^to^the Correspondence with Mr. Yielding laid 

No. 85 — Reference to Mr. Hancock thereon - 

No. 86— Observations of Mr. Hancock in reply to the above Reference; 22d October 1847* 
No. 87— Letter from Mr. B. Banks to Mr. Yielding ; 22d October 1847 - 

No. 88 — Extracts from Guardians Minutes; 19th October 1847 

No. 89- Letter from W. Stanley, Esq, to the Clerk to the Guardians thereon ; 26th October 
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No. 90. — Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley, Esq. ; 22(1 October 1847 

No. 91 Further Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley, Esq., with amended Letter, 

which he wishes to be substituted for the preceding; 22d October 1847 
No. 92. — Amended Letter referred to ; 22d October 1847 - - 

No. 93. — Letter from W. Stanley, Esq., to Mr. Yielding ; 25th October 1847 
No. 94 — Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley, Esq. ; 26th October 1847 
No. 95. — Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 30th October 1847 - 

No. 96. — Letter from W. Stanley, Esq., to Mr. Yielding ; 2d November 1847 
No. 97. — Extract from Guardians Minutes; 26th October 1847 

No. 9S. — Captain Kennedy’s Observations referred to in the preceding Minutes ; 16th Sep- 
tember 1847 ------- 

No. 99. — Letter from Mr. John Duggan in reply to Circular of 10th September; 28th Oc- 
tober 1847 - 

No. 100. — Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 31st October 1847 - 

No. 101 Letter from Mr. Hancock to the Commissioners ; 2d November 1847 

No. 102. — Letter from Dr. Anster in reply to Circular of 10th September; 4th November 
1847 ------ 

No. 103. — Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon ; 6th November 1847 - - - 

No. 104.— Extract from Guardians Minutes ; 2d November 1847 - 

No. 105. — Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley, Esq. ; 4th November 1847 

No. 106. — Letter to Mr. Yielding in reply; 5th November 1847 ... 

No. 107. — Letter from Mr. Enright to W. Stanley, Esq. ; 9th November 1847 

No. 108. — Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley, Esq ; 11th November 1847 

No. 109.— Letter to Mr. Yielding in reply ; 15th November 1847 ... 
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No. 1. 


No. 25,573. D/47. 

Letter from the Earl of Devon to the Commissioners. 


Gentlemen, 4, Bryanston Square, 16th August 1847. 

I believe that Captain Kennedy has submitted to you an Application on 
the Part of the Trustees of the Devon Estate in the County of Limerick for 
a Re-construction of the Electoral Divisions within the Union of Newcastle. 

I now beg leave most earnestly to solicit your Compliance with this Appli- 
cation. I believe that this is precisely one of the Cases with a view to 
which the Power was intrusted to the Commissioners, and I am confident 
that the most searching Inquiry will satisfy you that the Exercise of that 
Power in this Instance will be highly beneficial to the District, and conduce 
to the well working of the Poor Law there. 

I am well aware of the Objections that exist to making the Area for Taxa- 
tion too small. I was Party to many of the Discussions that took place upon 
this Point, both in the House of Lords and with the Chancellor of the Exchequer 
and other Ministers. I know that Cases might frequentty occur in which the 
Proprietor of a well cultivated and thinly peopled Estate would gladly com- 
pound for Exemption from further Taxation by taking upon himself the Care 
of his own People, and that a Compliance with this Wish would be unfair 
towards the surrounding District, but I submit to you confidently that ours is 
a Case of very different Description. 

You will perceive from the Plan which Captain Kennedy will lay before you 
that the Arrangement proposed will leave the Electoral' Divisious of a fail- 
average Size, and that the Divisions into which it is proposed to form the 
Devon Estate will comprise much Property that is under the least favourable 
Circumstances. They will include the large poor Population of the Town of 
Newcastle, and much Land unimproved and thickly peopled, together with 
some wild Districts, upon which we hope that some of the surplus Population 
of the Town and of the Plain maybe usefully located. We shall willingly 
encounter the Difficulties arising from these Circumstances if we can feel assured 
that we have a Chance of surmounting them by our own Exertions and a liberal 
Expenditure of Capital. We know that a large Outlay, amounting to Two, 
Three, or Four Years Income, may be usefully made with advantage to the 
Proprietors and to the whole Population. It is certain indeed that Benefit to 
the Proprietor can only be produced from Improvement in the Condition of the 
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People, and in the productive Powers of the Soil. We are prepared to enter 
vigorously upon a Course of such Improvement if we are enabled to do it 
without exposing ourselves to utter Ruin ; and I have a Right to direct your 
Attention to the present State of the District of Newcastle, as compared with 
most Parts in the Neighbourhood, in order to invite your Confidence in our 
Exertions ; but you will, I think, admit that if after all our own Exertions we 
are left to bear the heavy additional Burden which may, or rather must, in 
the present State of the Electoral Divisions, fall upon us from the Supineness 
of our Neighbours, those Exertions must be entirely paralysed. Common 
Prudence will prevent our taking any Loan from Government, or engaging in 
any System of Expenditure, inasmuch as no Return that can properly 0 be 
expected would enable us to meet the Pressure that would fall upon the Estate 
if the Taxation is to be made according to the Divisions as they now exist. 
I really believe that it would be better to abandon the Property altogether 
to the Mercy of the Occupiers and the Rate Collectors than to attempt any 
Expenditure under such Circumstances. 

If we attempted to sell the Property no one would be mad enough to invest 
his Money in such a Purchase, and the whole District will very shortly become 
one Scene of Destitution, Confusion, and Outrage. If, under such Circum- 
stances, it shall be attempted to enforce Payment of Rates, Resistance would 
in all probability be general ; but if these should be paid it is certain that 
the Burden of maintaining by Out-door Relief the large Pauper Population of 
Newcastle and the surrounding Lands must be shared by those Proprietors 
who under our Proposition would be exempted from it. The proposed Arrange- 
ment cannot increase the Burden upon any of the Neighbours who are prepared 
to take their fair Share of the common Difficulty, but on the contrary it must 
tend to diminish the Pressure upon them by freeing them from any Responsi- 
bility for the dense Population of a large Portion of the District. 

I believe that every Statement made by me or by Captain Kennedy will be 
borne out by the strictest Inquiry. I earnestly invite your Examination into 
the State of the District, the Exertions made upon the Devon Estate, and by 
neighbouring Proprietors, the State of the Town of Newcastle, and the Effect 
of our System upon the Peace of that particular Locality, and I confidently 
trust that the Result will be an Acquiescence in the proposed Change. Every 
required Explanation can be given to you by Captain Kennedy, to whose 
Energy and Prudence during the last trying Season the Public, as well as the 
Proprietors of the Devon Estate, have been very largely indebted. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Devon. 


No. 25,573. D/47. 


No. 2. 


Letter from the Commissioners to the Earl of Devon in reply. 


T . Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

JYly -Lord, 21st August 184-7. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the Receipt 
of your Lordship’s Letter of the 16th instant, relative to an Application on 
the Part of the Trustees of the Devon Estate for a Re-construction of the 
Electoral Divisions within the Newcastle Union. 

In reference thereto I am to state that the Commissioners have not yet 
received the Application to which your Lordship refers, but on receiving it 
they will give the Matter their best Consideration. 

I have, & c. 

(Signed) W. D. Wadsworth, 

for Chief Clerk. 


(107.) 
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No. 3. 


No. 26,433. D/47. 

Letter from Captain Kennedy to the Earl Fortescue. 

My Lord, Newcastle, 5th August 1847. 

I herewith beg to transmit for the Consideration of the Trustees a Project 
for Improvement which may be effected upon the Devon Estates in the County 
of Limerick with the Aid of a Loan of 10,000£. under the Act 10 Viet. c. 32. 

The particular Objects of Expenditure have been selected : — 

First. — With a view of opening broadly the Resources of the Estates on 
a Principle that shall afford a distinct and immediate remunerative Return 
to the Proprietors and Occupiers of the Localities affected. 

Second. — With a view to afford an Opportunity of employing near their 
Homes the superabundant Labourers of every District of the Estate. 

In placing before the Trustees a Project which must for a Time add to the 
Charges affecting this Property I feel that it is not sufficient to show that under 
ordinary Circumstances the Outlay might be calculated upon as likely to 
bring back a highly profitable Return. 

It is likewise incumbent upon me to show how far the critical Circumstances 
of the present Times, or the peculiar Position of these Estates, may render 
doubtful the Propriety or Profit of investing borrowed Money in its Improve- 
ment and Cultivation, and also whether there may be any practicable Modifi- 
cation required in the existing Position of the Estate, and within the Control 
of the Trustees, or of Public Departments of Government, that may render 
less hazardous the Investment now proposed. 

By referring to my Report of 1st March last, and to subsequent Papers 
referring to that Report, it will be seen that the Number of superabundant 
able-bodied Labourers living in this Estate beyond what the ordinary Demands 
of private Employers call for is about 2,000, and that the Families of these 
Labourers must henceforth be maintained either by a Provision of adequate 
extra Employment, or by gratuitous Relief of some Kind, until they become 
permanently located elsewhere, assuming that the Potato from which they 
were formerly enabled to exist is not in future to be calculated upon, and 
knowing that it has not in the current Year been planted by that .particular 
Class. Since forwarding the Report above referred to a Law has been enacted 
pointing out the Method by which Families so situated are to be henceforth 
maintained, viz., either by Rates in the Workhouse, or for Out-door Relief, to 
be levied upon the Electoral Districts to which they respectively belong. 

The Devon Estates are at present situated in Six different Electoral Divisions 
of the Newcastle Union, as follows : — 


Electoral Divisions. 


Valuation 

I Devon Estate. 

Valuation 
other Estates. 

Total. 

Newcastle 


about 

6,998 = -§• 

4,319 

11,312 

Monagea 

- j 

9.392 ■§- 

2,829 

12,221 

Killeedv 

- 

3,026 = 4- 

6,281 

9,307 

Mahonagh 

- 

464 = T ' T 

9,335 

9,799 

Ardagh 

- 

1,319 = 4 . 

5,814 

7,133 

Rathronan 

- 

7 — T-5T 

3,390 

3,397 

Total 

- 

21,201 = * 

31,968 

53,169 


It may be fairly assumed that the Number of superabundant Labourers 
belonging to the other Estates in the above-named Electoral Divisions would 
bear about the same Ratio to the Valuation of those Estates as the supera- 
bundant Labourers of the Devon Estate do to its Valuation : — 

Superabundant Labourers of Devon Estate - - 2,000 

Superabundant Labourers of other Estates included in 
the same Electoral Divisions - 3,000 

Total of this Class in the Six Electoral Divisions - - 5,000 

It is clear that if all Proprietors were to adopt the Plan of instituting full 
Employment for the Labourers on their respective Estates, there then would 

be 
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be no Occasion to levy any Rate or Tax whatever to support the Labourers 
or their Families. But as the Law now stands, if any Proprietor neglects to 
employ his own indigent Labourers, the Cost of their Maintenance must become 
as heavy a proportional Charge upon every Acre in the Electoral District as 
it does upon the particular Acres of the Proprietor’s own Estate. 

During the past Year the only Property in these Six Electoral Districts 
which has supplied extensive private Employment has been the Devon Estate, 
aud the fruitless Effort made to call out similar Exertions on other Properties 
has shown that there is nothing in that way to be expected. 

If we assume that the Proprietor of this Estate shall make the requisite 
Exertion to provide Employment for its 2,000 Labourers, at a Cost of 10/. a 
Head for the Year, after allowing for the private Demand for Harvest and 
Spring, or a total Cost of 20,000/., the Estate would still be liable to pay Two 
Fifths of the Rate levied to maintain the superabundant labouring Families 
of the other Estates in the Six Electoral Divisions, and this additional Charge 
may be equal to the Cost of maintaining the Families of Two Fifths of 3,000 
Labourers, or the whole Charge of maintaining the Families of 1,200 
Labourers, from whom no Return is to be obtained. 

Thus then the probable Account of the Devon Estate would be for the 
Year as follows : — 

1st. In Employment of 2,000 Estate Labourers - - £ 20,000 

2d. Rates for maintaining Families of 1,200 Labourers of 

other Estates in the Six Electoral Divisions - 1 2,000 

There is no Degree of Profit which can reasonably be expected to follow 
the Employment of our own Labourers at a Cost of 20,000/. that would enable 
this Estate to. meet the additional Charge of 12,000/. a Year, its Proportion of 
Rates, for maintaining the Idlers on the other Estates of the Six Electoral 
Divisions. 

Any thing approaching even remotely to this very probable Consequence 
of the System now in operation would be absolute and irremediable Ruin to 
every Human Being on the Estate. 

If this impending Peril cannot be averted, therefore I would earnestly advise 
the Trustees not to incur the Responsibility of borrowing Money for Employ- 
ment, because an immediate and horrible Crash would be inevitable. But I 
maintain that the impending Peril as regards this Estate can be averted in the 
simplest possible Way, by merely inducing the Poor Law Commissioners to 
exert the Power they possess, and to recast the Six Electoral Districts referred 
to, forming this whole Estate into Two new Electoral Divisions, unencumbered See Pian No. 2 . 
with any other Property. and. accompanying 

If this Alteration be made immediately, and that a sufficient Loan, say for Sche( ^ ule - 
the present 10,000/., can be obtained without Delay for judicious Investment 
in Labour on the Property, there is no Cause for Apprehension ; but there is 
no Time for Hesitation or Delay ; the Government Relief Assistance is to cease 
on the 15th instant, only Ten Days distant, and the whole enormous Burden 
of Out-door Relief, now borne by the Treasury of the United Kingdom, is 
then to be transferred to the Poor Law Guardians, who are in this Union already 
absolute Bankrupts, and wholly unable to meet even the comparatively trifling 
Charge for supporting the present Inmates of the Workhouse. 

The Guardians Checks have for a considerable Time past been dishonoured 
at their Bank, and they have been unable to make any Progress in collecting 
the First Half-Crown Rate, which they have ventured to strike under the new 
Act. 

I believe I am the only Person almost in the Union who has yet paid this 
Rate, aud if the Police and Military be employed to enforce it I fear the 
Rent Office may close. 

The Contractors have notified to the Guardians that they, will not supply 
the Workhouse with Food for the Inmates beyond the current Week, as their 
Accounts showing large Balances due to them have not been settled, and 
under this State of Things the whole nominal Responsibility of feeding the 
Population is at once to be transferred to the Guardians, a Body of inexpert 
Men, without either Money or Credit. 

I confess I can see nothing but Peril around me ; and as the absolute 
Responsibility of this large Estate rests upon me I must now, with the greatest 
Respect, remind the Trustees that I long siuce and repeatedly forewarned both 
(107.) B 4 them 
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them and the Government of what is noAv fast approaching, as well as of the 
Method by which the Peril so close at hand might have been removed. 

Having stated the only Course which I can devise as capable of averting 
Starvation from the labouring Class of this Estate, as well as Ruin from its 
Occupiers and Proprietor, I must again earnestly repeat the Request contained 
in my Letter of the 1st of March last, that I may be relieved from the Manage- 
ment of the Property unless that Course be adopted, or some other equally 
efficacious, which the better Judgment of the Trustees may point out. 

In conclusion, it may be well that I should advert to an Alteration which 
appears to be essentially required in the Land Improvement Act, 10 Viet, 
c. 32., in qrder to remove every reasonable Objection to its Application on 
the largest Scale that the Exigencies of this Country may require. 

That Act contemplates the Advance by Government of a Million and a 
Half of Money, to be refunded by Borrowers in Twenty-two annual Instal- 
ments at the Rate of Six and a Half per Cent, per Annum. 

It is probable that in the present State of the Money Market the Govern- 
ment could not themselves raise the Money, and therefore in executing this 
Provision of the Act a Loss at the present Moment would be entailed upon 
the British Treasury. The practical Effect of this would necessarily be to 
raise an overwhelming Host of Parliamentary Opposition to the Extension of 
the Principle of further Loans of a similar Kind, whilst to that Extension 
alone can we look for an Improvement in our Condition. 

We do not require that any Loss whatever should be incurred by the British 
Treasury. 

It was unfair formerly to charge us a usurious Interest or Profit upon the 
Accommodation thus given to us. It is unnecessary now that the Treasury 
should be exposed to any Loss by affording us such Accommodation, because 
the Investment of the Loans, if properly protected and restricted and 
judiciously applied, must bring back a Return amply sufficient to pay for the 
Loans at the Market Rate of the Day, and still leave a large Profit to the 
Borrower. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) J. P. Kennedy. 


No. 4. 


No. 26,433. D/47. 

Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Hancock, Assistant Commissioner, 
instructing him to inquire and report thereon. 


q. Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

_ 25fh August 184-7. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to request you will be good 
enough to inquire and report to this Office with the least possible Delay as 
to the Propriety of altering the Distribution of Electoral Divisions in Newcastle 
-- Union, in accordance with the Suggestions contained in the accompanying 
Letter from Captain Kennedy. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) B. Banks, 

for Chief Clerk. 


No. 5. 

No. 26,433. /47. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Earl of Devon apprising him of 
the above Instruction to Mr. Hancock. 

tit t Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

My .Lord, 25th August 1847. 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acquaint your Lordship 
that they have this Day received Captain Kennedy’s Letter, to which your 
Lordship refers in your Letter to the Commissioners of the 1 6th instant, but 
that the Commissioners will not be in a Position to form a definite Opinion 
respecting Captain Kennedy’s Proposal, in reference to its bearing on the 

pecuniary 
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pecuniary Interests of the Parts of Newcastle Union not included in vour 
Lordships Estates, until they have received the Report of Mr Hancock 
Assistant Commissioner, on the Subject. F Hancock, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) B. Banks, 

for Chief Clerk. 


No. 6. 

No. 26,685. D/47. 

Letter from Sir William Somerville to E. Twisleton Esq., enclosing 
Copy of Captain Kennedy s Letter to the Earl Fortescue. 8 
Sir, 

enclosed d T eC tt ei b 7.* e , Lor ^; Lieutenant to refer for your’ Consideration 'the 
enclosed Letter which has been addressed by Captain Kennedy to the Earl 

casae S u3om SPeCt ™^ * Re ' constraction °f tlie Electoral Divisions in the New- 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) W. M. Somerville. 


No. 7. 

No. 26,685. D/47. 

Letter from the Commissioners to Sir William Somerville in reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

I am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge 'the Receipt 
of your Letter of the 26th instant, forwarding a Letter addressed bv Cnntdn 
Kennedy to the Earl Fortescue, respecting^ Bo-constacS ' ^of Sectoral 
Divisions m the Newcastle Union ; and in reference thereto I am to state for 
the Information of His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, that the Conunis 

M,”fW ? e f 25th "f St ? nt ’ S - Te Ins , tructions to their Assistant Commissioner 
Mi. Hancock, to make Inquiries and to report, with the least possible Delav’ 

the Ei e ecfn,Tn :5r - 0f co ”PW)rith the Request made for the Alteration of 
the Electoral Divisions m question, and that when the Commissioners receive 
his Report they will give the Subject their most attentive Consideration. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 


No. 26,594. D/47. 


No. 8. 


Letter from the Earl Fortescue to the Commissioners, enclosing a Memorial 
from the Trustees of the Devon Estates. 

Gentlemen, ~ tl TT .„ 

In signing the accompanying Memorial I am anxious tokSSlv 
understood that I do so under no Doubt of the Exnedienrv nf ~ \ 

Pnnciple laid down in the Act respecting Ihe 

Rate according to existing Electoral Divisions, and from no Desire to see arn- 
extens,ve Departures from it, but under the peculiar Circumstances of th- 
Devon Estates, as set forth in the Memorial I feel strono-lr- +w « r the 

wiH be of vital 4tfan C f/ 0 te Imp^emS 

and Well-being of these Estates, can neither inflict .the slightest practical 
Injustice on any others, nor, as far as I am aware, involve you fa any Kfficnhv 
by the Adoption m this Case of a Course which you may not deem it coii 

^Lt^t^^therf 1 1 ““ SeneraI 0bj6Ct ^ “ of°Z 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Fortescue. 


(107.) 
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No. 9- 

No. 26,594. ' D/47. 

Memor ial from the Trustees of the Devon Estates to the Poor Law 
Commissioners, with a Plan for the proposed Alteration, comprising Two 
Maps and Schedule of the Townlands which would be affected by the 
Alteration. 

To the Honourable the Poor Law Commissioners for Ireland. 

The Memorial of the Right Honourable Hugh Earl Fortescue and Samuel 
Trehawke Kekewich, Esquire, Devisees in Trust named in the last 
Will and Testament of the Right Honourable William Earl of Devon 
deceased, and also of the Right Honourable William, the present Earl of 
Devon, and of William Reginald Lord Courtenay, the eldest Son of the 
said Earl. 

Showeth, 

That your Memorialists are entitled to large Estates situate in the County 
of Limerick in Ireland, comprising altogether about Thirty-five thousand Acres 
of Land, of which one Moiety or thereabouts may be considered as produc- 
tive Land, the other Moiety being principally Mountain Land. 

That the Population resident on the said Estate comprises about Eleven 
thousand Souls. 

That the Town of Newcastle is Part of the said Estate, and that the 
Population of that Town is about Three thousand five hundred Souls. 

That the said Estate comprises Portions of Six Electoral Districts situate in 
the Union of Newcastle, viz., Newcastle, Monagea, Killeedy, Mahonagh, 
Ardagh, and Rathronan, and may be considered as comprising Two Fifths of 
the Valuation of the Land in those Districts. 

That your Memorialists are fully impressed with the absolute Necessity for 
every Owner of Land in Ireland to exert himself in order to procure Sustenance 
for the Population upon his Estate, and they are impressed with the Opinion 
that it is essentially requisite that such Sustenance should be derived through 
Employment and Labour as a Means of habituating the People to maintain 
themselves by their own Exertions. 

That an Intimation from Government, having been given of the probable 
Cessation of the Works lately undertaken at their Expense, the Agent of your 
Memorialists became anxious that Employment should be found thenceforth 
for the Individuals within the District, who must otherwise be kept without 
rendering any Return for their Sustenance. 

That in order to effect this Object your Memorialists Agent induced the 
Relief Committee to invite the Proprietors within the several Districts in which 
your Memorialists Property is situate to meet for the Purpose of arranging a 
Plan of Co-operation for giving Employment to the Poor, and a Day was 
appointed for that Purpose, at which your Memorialists Agent attended, when 
only Two small Proprietors of Land met him, and in consequence of the Non- 
attendance of the Proprietors generally, and the Disinclination of the Two 
Individuals who did attend to forward the Object in view, the Means of 
effecting it collectively wholly failed, and your Memorialists have no Expec- 
tation that the other Landed Proprietors within the said Electoral District will 
co-operate for the Purpose of affording certain Employment within the said 
Districts. 

That under the Provisions of an Act of Parliament made and passed in the 
First Year of Her present Majesty, Chapter Fifty-six, it was enacted, that the 
Commissioners might divide any Union into Electoral Districts for the Election 
of Guardians, and might alter any Districts from Time to Time as they might 
see fit, so nevertheless that in making or altering such Electoral Divisions no 
Townland should be divided. 

That your Memorialists are advised that no Hardship or Injustice can arise 
to others from such an Alteration of the Electoral Districts within which your 
Memorialists Property is situated as shall withdraw the whole thereof from 
the Electoral Divisions as at present constituted, and make One or more Electoral 
Division or Divisions to comprise only the Property of your Memorialists. 

That there is but One Town, that of Newcastle, within the Electoral 
Districts within which your Memorialists Property is situated as they are at 
present divided, and the Population of such Town will, in the event of the 

Alteration 
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Alteration suggested by your Memorialists, remain, as now, to be maintained 
by Property belonging to your Memorialists. 

That the Population on your Memorialists Estate, exclusive of Newcastle is 
as dense as in the other Portions of the Districts as at present constituted. 

That there are only Two other of the Electoral Divisions within which your 
Memorialists Property is situate in which are Villages, viz., Malionagh and 
Ardagh, and as to those, if your Memorialists Property within such Divisions 
be withdrawn, those Divisions might be altered by the Addition of other 
Property of equal annual Value, so that no Hardship can arise to the Pro- 
prietors of Land now within those Districts. 

That your Memorialists have applied for a Loan of Ten thousand Pounds, 
under the Provisions of the Act of Parliament lately passed to facilitate the 
Improvement of Landed Property in Ireland, and they are resolved, to the 
Extent of the Means at their Disposal, to make a vigorous Effort for the 
Purpose of altering the Condition of the Labourers upon their said Estates, and 
they believe that Works may be undertaken there with Profit and Advantage, 
and they are willing to undertake the same, provided they can do so without 
being at the same Time called on to maintain the unemployed Poor resident 
upon the other Portions of the said Electoral Districts, the Proprietors within 
-which shall decline to employ them. But if, while your Memorialists are 
expending large Sums of Money with the view to the Employment of the Poor 
upon their own Estates, they are also to contribute to the Maintenance of the 
Poor of the entire Electoral Districts in which their Property is situated, it 
will tend to prevent that individual Expenditure which they contemplate and 
have already commenced, and which, they anticipate, may hereafter stimulate 
the Exertions of other Proprietors. 

Your Memorialists, therefore, request that the Electoral Divisions in which 
your Memorialists Property is situated may be so altered as to comprise 
all your Memorialists Property exclusively in One or more Electoral 
District or Districts, and that such Alteration will not render it necessaiy 
to divide any Townland whatsoever ; and your Memorialists respectfully 
venture to submit a Plan for the Alteration of such Electoral Divisions 
as will require to be altered, in case your Honourable Board should 
think right to comply with your Memorialists Request. 

(Signed) Fortescue, 

Samuel Trehawke Kekewich, 

Trustees under the Will of the late Earl of Devon. 


Townlands intended to constitute the proposed Electoral Division of Newcastle, with 
the Electoral Divisions in which they are at present situated. 


Name of Townland. 

Poor Law 
Valuation. 

Electoral Division 
in which at 
present situated. 

Name of Townland. 

•Poor Law 
Valuation. 

Electoral Division 
| in which at 

j present situated. 


£ 



£ 


BalJvhahitt 

176 

Newcastle. 

Dromin Deele 

471 


Churchtown 

916 

Ditto. 

Gurtrove 

240 


Do. Glebe 

7 

Ditto. 

Moudy 

149 


Dromin Beesom 

255 

Ditto. 

Ardnachuhy 

229 

Monagea. 

Dromin M‘ L'erlagh - 

252 

Ditto. 

Clooneskrehane 



Dually - - j 

443 

Ditto. 

(Part) 

212 

Ditto. 

Dungeeliy, North 



Rathrina 

198 

Ditto. 

and South 

355 

Ditto. 

Killelim 

215 


Garrane Kerane 

197 

Ditto. 

Knocfcanercuilane - 

167 


Gortboy, North and 



Cullinagh 

S7S 

Ditto. 

South 

365 

Ditto. 

Dr. Bleach 

70 


Do. Castleview 

140 

Ditto. 

Treenera 

162 


Part of Killrudane - 

196 

Ditto. 

Treemenagh 

226 ! 


Newcastle, Glebe - 

85 

Ditto. 

Newcastle, Town 



Do. Town (Part) 

2,250 

Ditto. 

{ Part) 

331 

Ditto. 

Do. Tolls and 



Ballinrullen 

256 

Mahoonagh. 

Customs 

100 

Ditto. 

Ballinloughane 

669 

Ardagh. 

Do. Kilns and 



Killmaddane (Part) 

184 j 

Ditto. 

Quarries 

50 

Ditto. 

Rusclia 

466 1 

Ditto. 

Ballingown - 

242 

Ditto. 

Drommadda 

7 ! 

Rathronan. 

Cloones Krehane 






(Part) - - 

109 

Ditto. 

£ 

10,763 
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Townlands situated in the present Electoral Division of Newcastle (but not on the 
Devon Estate), which it is proposed to transfer to other Electoral Divisions. 


Name of Townland. 

Electoral Division 
to which 

proposed to be transferred. 

Name of Townland. 

Electoral Division 
to which 

proposed to be transferred. 

Athgrove 

Ardagh. 

Ballypearce 

Rathronan. 

Ballyneana 

Ditto. 

Kelloughteen 

Ditto. 

Ducatteen 

Ditto. 

Glenagoun 

Ditto. 

Dunganville 

Ditto. 

Ardrine 

Cloneagh. 

Glenastar 

Ditto 

Grange (Upper and 


Gurtnaclough - - 

Ditto. 

Lower) 

Ditto. 

Ballyfrayley 

Ditto. 

Carrugane 

Ditto. 

Ballymorisheene 

Ditto. 

Cregallaliow 

Ditto. 

Tolls of Turnpike 

Ditto. 

Grange, Glebe 

Ditto. 


Townlands intended to constitute the proposed Electoral Division of Monagea, with 
the Electoral Divisions in which they are at present situated. 


Name of Townland. 

Poor Law 
Valuation, 

Electoral Division 
in which at 
present situated. 

Name of Townland. 

Poor Law 
Valuation. 

Electoral Division 
in which at 
present situated. 


£ 



£ 


Ananagh 

198 

Monagea. 

Rathcahill 

5 96 

Monagea. 

Ballintulria 

351 

Ditto. 

Shanagarry 

246 

Ditto. 

Bally clorane 

115 

Ditto. 

Templeglentane 

807 

Ditto. 

Ballycunno 

| 131 

Ditto. 

Tulligalino - 

447 


Bally kenny (Pari) - 

109 

Ditto. 

Ballylanigan 

96 


Ballylinane 

207 

Ditto. 

Ballykenny (Part) - 

436 


Ballymakissy 

184 

Ditto. 

Ballyregan 

278 


Ballinnillig - 

109 

Ditto. 

Ballyshane - 

123 


Bally quirk 

256 

Ditto. 

Crean, Part of Bally- 



Ballymurrough 

569 

Ditto. 

mooniglt 

54 


Do. Crean and 



Glengurt 

378 


Lotteragh 

! 321 

Ditto. 

Do. Knocknadeha 

164 


Camas 

I 589 

Ditto. 

Do. Tourmapella 

230 


CloonakilJy 

46 

Ditto. 

Glenmore (Part) - 

468 


Dromrae 

202 

Ditto. 

Glenquin (Part) 

286 


Gardenfield and 



Killculleen - 



Ballymacranell - 

572 

Ditto. 

Rathina 

96 

Ditto. 

Gorteenraynett 

120 

Ditto. 

Rlieenaguller Com- 


Gortknarane 

56 

Ditto. 

mons, in dispute - 

30 


Glenmore (Part) - 
Glenquin (Part) 
Lisurland 

122 

149 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ciounsherrick 

208 

Mahoonagh. 





Meendim 

369 

Ditto. 

£ 

10,185 



Townlands situated in the present Electoral Division of Monagea (but not on the 
Devon Estate) which it is proposed to transfer to other Electoral Divisions. 


Name of Townland. 

Electoral Division 
to which 

proposed to be transferred. 

Name of Townland. 

Electoral Division 
to which 

proposed to be transferred. 

Ballinahoun 

This Townland is 

Glanduff 



situated within the 

Killilagh &-M‘Plummer 



Mearings of the 

Ballyeele 

Mahoonagh.. 


Devon Estate. 

Garryduff 


Clouncon Bourke 
Clonnan White 

Killeedy. 

Ditto. 

Sugar Hill- 

Ditto- 


7th August 1847. 


No. 10. 

No. 26,594. D/47. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Earl Fortescue. 

■Rif— t „„ j "Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

M y .Lord, 27th August 1847. 

1 am directed by the Poor Law Commissioners to acknowledge the Receipt 
of your Lordship’s Communication of the 25th instant, together with the 

accompanying 
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accompanying Memorial of the Trustees of the Estates of the Earl of Devon 
m Newcastle Union, requesting a Re-construction of the Electoral Divisions 
comprising those Estates in that Union. divisions 

In reference thereto I am to state that the Commissioners on the 25th instant 
on receipt of a Communication from Captain Kennedy, gave Instructions to 

thT ^ ^rnT r ’ Mr -, Ha i ,cock > t0 make Inquiries, and to report 
with the least possible Delay, on the Propriety of complying with the Sugges- 
tions continued m the Memorial, and that when the Commissioners reSril 
his Report they will give the Subject their most attentive Consideration. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) A. Moore, 

Chief ClerfL 


No. II. 

No. 27,192. D/47. 

Report from Mr. Hancocn, Assistant Commissioner, to the Commissioners, 
Gentlemen, T . 

I H .™ the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of No. 25,573. a 

^I^f^nfN?^«? eV n/I^ the r P00rX ? w Com “ issi °®»'s, dated 16th Au- 
gust 1847, of No. 26,433. D/4/, a Letter from Captain Kennedy to the Earl 

Ltid octi, ? at , ed ®* A “gost 1847, and forwarded to me with your Letter 
dated 26th instant, directing me to inquire and report to your Office, “with 
« S® '“ft RossrMe Delay as to the Propriety of altering the Distribution of 
„ Electoral Divisions in Newcastle Union, in accordance with the Suggestions 
contained in the accompanying Letter from Captain Kennedy.” I have 
ferther to acknowledge the Recemt of No. 26,594. D/47, a Letter from the 
? arl loitescue to the Poor Law Commissioners, dated the 25th August 1847 
?nTs r „m g ,'V M r°rV^ th ?, Po ° r Commissioners, signed by himself 
“ Ttril Tl '?“ k ® Kekewich Esquire, “ Devisees in Trust named in the 
last Will and Testament of the Right Honourable William late Earl of 

“ Mrflf ’ awn 80 °o the ,?iS llt Honourable William present 
„ Eml of Devon, and William Reginald Lord Courtenay, the eldest Son of 
tne said Earl. Accompanying said Memorial is a Plan showing the present 

! fT Ts' Md auothei ' Plan sho '™g the Pmposed Alteration, 

with Schedule of Townlands so proposed to be changed. 

The Memorialists conclude by requesting “that the Electoral Divisions in 
„ which yoim Memorialists Property is situated may be so altered as to 
„ oompiise all your Memorialists Property exclusively in One or more 
Electoral District. or Districts, and that such Alteration will not render it 
necessary to divide any Townland whatsoever; and your Memorialists 
„ respectfully venture to submit a Plan for the Alteration of such Electoral 
Divisions as will require to be altered in ease your Honourable Board 
should think right to comply with your Memorialists Request ” 

Without going into the Details of Captain Kennedy as to the Amount of 
unemployed Labourers, or as to the Questiou whether other Proprietors of 
Property m the several Electoral Divisions of the Newcastle Union have now 
performed their Duty, it may be sufficient for my present Report to state that 
all the Letters and the Memorial seek to alter the Area of Taxation as at 
present fixed in order to make the Devon Estate the Area of Taxation by 
One or Two Electoral Divisions, instead of Portions of Six as now formed in 
order to enable the Trustees to borrow the Sum of 10,000/. for the Improve- 
ment or the Estate under the Land Improvement Act, 10 Viet. c. 32. 
and apply the Labour of 2,000 “ superabundant Labourers on the Devon 
Estate. 

I take it, therefore, that this cannot be considered as a single Case ■ and I 
“? tj>at if the Principle of Estate Area of Taxation is once 
established, all the Electoral Divisions as now formed will have to be alte-ed 
by having a Conversation with the Earl of Clare, whose Property in the 
Electoral Division of Ardagh m the proposed Scheme will be affected by the 
Alteration ; and his Lordship states he is going to apply for a Loan under 
the 10 \ ict. c. 32., and he would immediately require his Estate to be 
formed mto an Electoral Division, exclusive of all other Property if the 
( l07 -) c 3 Principle 
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Principle was once established that Estates were to become the Area of 

Taxation. 

It may be of Importance, in the first place, to examine the Provisions of the 
Eighteenth Section of the 1 & 2 Viet. c. 56. in conjunction with the Seventy- 
second Section of the same Act, by which Proprietors “ of One or more Town- 
“ lands lying adjacent ” shall be rated instead of the “ Occupiers of such Pro- 
“ perty by the Seventy-second Section, “ where the net annual Value of any 
“ Property shall not amount to Five Pounds, if the Occupier and his immediate 
“ Lessor, by any Writing under their Hands, shall require, and if the Guardians 
“ of the Union wherein such Property is situate shall, by Minute of their Board, 
“ agree thereto, such immediate Lessor shall be rated instead of such Occupier.” 
The 6 & 7 Viet. c. 92. sec. 5. states, “ and all the Provisions incidental thereto 
“ shall extend to any Case where the net. annual Value of rateable Property 
“ exceeds Five Pounds.” It would appear, if the Trustees of the Estates of 
the Earl of Devon had proceeded to undertake the Payment of Rates instead 
of the Occupiers, with the Consent of the Board of Guardians, and the Notice 
had been served to that Effect, the Expediency of the proposed Alteration 
would have come more immediately before the Commissioners. In the several 
Letters, or in the Memorial, no such Intimation has been given, nor any Steps 
taken in such Direction ; and Allusion is made only to the Eighteenth Section 
as to the Powers of the Commissioners to make the proposed Alteration. 

In further considering the Eighteenth Section I have to bear in mind the 
Communication of the Poor Law Commissioners as to the Alterations of 
Electoral Divisions in the Celbridge Union, as published in their Tenth Annual 
Report, Appendix A., No. 16, Octavo Edition, Page 2S5 : — 

“ And they may state, that the Eighteenth Section of that Act, under which 
“ alone the Commissioners have Power to alter Electoral Divisions, does not 
“ authorize either the Commissioners or the Guardians to make any Adjust- 
“ ment of the several Accounts on such a Change as that proposed taking 
“ place.” — Letter to Guardians, 2d April 1844. 

The same Letter at Page 2S6, after illustrating the Balances then existing 
in the several Electoral Divisions, further states, “ Had the ; Commissioners 
“ issued an Order to that Effect no subsequent Arrangement could have 
“ been made in the existing State of the Law for the Liquidation of the 
“ Balance which might stand at that Time against the Celbridge Division, 
* <c nor could any Fund have been subsequently created from which that 

“ Balance could be legally discharged.” 

The Electoral Divisions proposed to be altered in the Newcastle Union are 
• • Six in Number, and upon reference to the Abstracts of the Accounts to the 

25th March last, as audited on 12th June last, the Balances against the 
ee age_). Divisions will be found as follows : £ s. d. 

Newcastle - - 86 0 7| 

Monagea - - 169 10 9~ 

Killeedy - - - - S3 15 8 

Mahoonagh - - - - 69 182 

Ardagh - - - 4 0 4 

Rathrouan - - - 4 13 5 

Since the Audit of the Accounts shows these Balances, it appears to me 
all the Arguments in the Case of the Celbridge Union apply to the present 
Proposal, the 10 Viet. c. 31. sec. 17- giving no greater Power to adjust 
Balances of Electoral Divisions altered. 

There has been a Rate made and Collectors Warrants signed and issued 
for the Collection of a Rate under the 10 Viet. c. 7- as well as for the ordinary 
Expenditure of the Union, and I am not aware of any Authority the Poor 
Law Commissioners have to stop the Collection or in any way alter the Area 
of the Collection as now recorded in the Rate Books and Collectors Warrants. 
The Amount, as follows, uncollected, 21st August 1847: 

£ s. d. 

Newcastle - - - 1,256 14 10^ 

Monagea - • - 2,414 1 9~ 

Killeedy ... . 1,314 13 41. 

Mahoonagh - - - 1,163 11 11^ 

Ardagh - * - - - 945 1 8£ 

Rathronan - - - 634 10 0 

Warrants 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



( 19 ) 

W , a 5?? ts , ha 'L e be ™ i ssu ? d *>y His Excellency the Lord Lieutenant under 
the 10 Viet. c. / and the Amount charged upon the present Electoral Divi- 
sions is as follows : 

£ s. d. 


Newcastle 

Monagea 

Killeedy - 

Mahoonagk 

Ardagh 

Ratkronan 


1,064 16 2 
2,070 2 10 
1,133 6 0 
959 14 6 
841 12 10 
537 4 6 


If the Area of the Electoral Divisions as now formed was altered, I am not 
aware of any Mode of adjusting the Balances, “nor could any Fund have 
“ been subsequently created from which the Balances could be legally 
“ discharged.’— Letter to Celbridge Union. ° 

The Electoral Divisions proposed to be altered are in the Baronies of 
(jdenqmn and Shamd. 

I considered it of Importance to. ascertain the Amount which might have 
been advanced by Her Majesty’s Treasury under the 9 & 10 Viet. c. 10/., 
or under Mr. Labouchere’s Letter of the 5th October 1846, whether any 
bums had been presented upon any Electoral Divisions, and for that Purpose 
1 proceeded to Newcastle upon 27th instant, and I was informed Captain 
Kennedy had not returned. On proceeding to Limerick I got from 
Mr. Carroll a Return of the Amount issued from the 1st December 1846 to 
28th August 1847, as follows : £ Si & 

Glenquin - . 40,736 2 7 

Shamd - - 42,305 10 8 

Amount issued under Mr. Labouchere s Letter 
for Drainage : 

Glenquin - - - 45 12 5 

Shanid - ... 1,839 18 3 

Mr. Carroll could not furnish me with any Information as to the Charge 
upon the Electoral Divisions, but recommends an Application to the Board’s 
Office m Dublin for more precise Information. 

I annex Mr. Carroll’s Letter and Abstract. It appears to me in alterino- 
any Electoral Division a careful Examination should be made of the Amount 
which may now be charged upon the present Area of the Division under the 
9 & 10 Viet. c. 107. and Mr. Labouchere’s Letter, and how far the Change 
of Area may affect the Repayment of the Sums borrowed. 

When the Union of Newcastle was formed and the Electoral Divisions made 
a public Meeting was held in Newcastle, and Notice given to all the Pro- 
prietors of Estates interested, and which Meeting was attended amongst 
others, by Alfred Furlong, Esq., the then Agent and Receiver of the Estates 
of the Earl of Devon ; and I am aware that Mr. Furlong canvassed all the 
Arrangements with Mr. Hawley at the Time. It appears that in the New- 
castle Electoral Division there are Eighteen Proprietors of Estates upon the 
Rate Books ; Killeedy, Nineteen Proprietors ; Mahoonagh, Twenty-three Pro- 
prietors ; Ardagh, Twenty-four Proprietors; Monagea, Seven Proprietors as 
will appear by a Return annexed from the Clerk of the Union, independent of 
the Estate of the Earl of Devon. The only one of the Proprietors whom I 
had an Opportunity of seeing was the Earl of Clare, and it may be presumed 
all the others would equally feel, as Lord Clare does, that Injustice would be 
done if the Estate Area was to he carried out in one Case only. That in 
considering the Memorial of the Trustees to form their Property “ exclusively ” 
in One or more Electoral “District or Districts ” many and serious Questions 
as to existing Balances and Liabilities have to he first settled, as reo-ards 
the Repayment to the Treasury for Workhouse Loan Advances under 
9 & 10 Viet. c. 107. as modified under Mr. Labouchere’s Letter, if such 
have been incurred by Electoral Divisions, and the Repayment of the Advances 
under 10 Viet. c. 7., existing Balances, and how far such Charge may affect 
the Value of Property in consequence of the altered Area of Taxation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) IVn. John Hancock, 


(B.) 

See Page 28. 


, cc.) 

See Pare 2 $. 
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(A.) 

Abstract of the Accounts} with the Abstract of Paupers, of the Newcastle 


Form 4. — Abstract* showing the Number of Paupers relieved, the Number and Cost of Emigrants, 


Number of Paupers relieved as per 


ELECTORAL DIVISIONS. 

Aged and infirm 
or permanently disabled. 

Orphans 

and 

destitute 
Children 
under 15. 

Insane Persons, 
Lunatics, 
and Idiots. 

Illegitimate 
Children under 15 

their Mothers. 

Widows and Women 
wiiose Husbands 
have deserted them, 
or ore transported, 
having a Child 
or Children tinder 15 
dependent on them. 

Adults. 

Children 

Males. 

Females. 

under 15 

Males. 

Females. 

Mothers 

Children 

Mothers. 

Children. 

Abbeyfeale ... 

1 

i 

_ 

4 

_ 

_ 

_ 

_ 

3 

2 

Ardagh 

2 

9 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Ballingarry ... 

11 

15 

6 

14 

1 

2 

6 

7 

10 

21 

Castletown ... 

10 

4 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

2 

10 

Clouncagh - 

9 

1 

- 

11 

- 


1 

3 

1 

3 

Dromcollohcr - - 

1 

2 

- 

2 

1 

- 

- 

- 

1 

3 

Killeedy - 

14 

6 

_ 

3 

- 

- 

3 

7 

3 

5 

Killmeedy - 

7 

5 

- 

4 

1 

- 


- 

3 

12 

KiUougholehane 

2 

l 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

— 

_ 

Mahoonsgh ... 

7 

4 

2 

16 

1 

1 

- 

- 

4 

14 

Monagea 

7 

8 

- 

11 

1 

- 

8 

13 

7 

21 

Newcastle - 

13 

9 

1 

17 


1 

5 

8 

11 

25 

Rathronan 

1 

1 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

- 

1 

1 

Union at large 

24 

16 

17 

17 

- 

2 

4 

5 

12 

25 

Total 

109 

82 

26 

113 

6 

6 

27 

43 

59 

143 


Paid Officers, Assistants, and Servants in the Union. 



Office. 

Kerry Moone - 

Thomas Leahy - 

Johanna Fitz-Patriclc 
John Peirce, M.D. 

Miles O’Brien ... 

Rev. Thomas F. G. Plummer - 1 

Very Rev. Thomas Coll 
Daniel Shine ... 

Honoria Leahy ... 

Mnry Fitz-Gibbon 

James Cronin - - - 

Michael Sheahan - 

Kerry Moone - - 

Charles Mathew - 

Denis Moylan - 

Denis Moylan - 

Maurice Hannigan 
Daniel M. Leahy - 

Provincial Bank - 

Clerk of the Union ... 

Master of Workhouse 

Matron of Ditto ... 

Physician Ditto 

Apothecary Ditto - • 

Protestant Chaplain - 

Roman Catholic Chaplain - 
Schoolmaster ... 

Schoolmistress ... 

Hospital Nurse - 

Porter .... 
Revising Valuator ... 

Returning Officer ... 

Auditor - ... 

Collector of Rates in Ballingarry District 
Collector of Rates in Newcastle District 
Collector of Rates in Dromeolloher District - 
Collector of Rates in Abbeyfeale District 
Treasurer. 


Salary per Annum. 


£ s. d. 

55 0 0 

40 0 0 

25 0 0 

50 0 0 

25 0 0 

15 0 0 

40 0 0 

15 0 0 

10 0 0 

10 0 0 

10 0 0 

SO 0 O 

- 10 0 0 
9 10 0 

- 6d. in the Pound. 

Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

Ditto. 


WILLIAM S. O'BRIEN, 

Chairman. 
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(A.) 

Union, for the Board op Guardians, for the Half Year ended 29th September 1846. 


and the Relief administered by way of Loan, during the Half Year ended the 29th of September 1846. 


Relief List and Register. 

Total relieved. 

I Expenditure. 



Destitute t 
Sickness or 

trough 

ccident. 

Destitute through 
other Causes. 

_ 

Adults. 

Children 


Number 
and Cost 
of Persons 
emigrating. 

Amount of 
Relief 
advanced 
by way of 
Loan, under 
55th Section 
of Irish 
Poor Relief 
Act. 

Collective 

Number 

of 

Days in 
the Half 
Year. 

Males 

J Females 

Children 
under 15 
dependent 
ou them. 

Males 

Females 

Children 
1 under 15 
1 dependeni 
[ on them. 


Females 

under 15 

Total 

Number 

| Cost 

8 

11 

4 

. 

- 

4 

10 

15 

14 

39 




1,886 

4 

3 

5 

3 

2 

10 

10 

15 

18 

43 




2,81 S 

12 

3 

~ 

2 

1 

1 

26 

37 

49 

112 




9,142 

1 

3 

“ 

1 

2 

2 

12 

11 

19 

42 




5,21 S 

3 

6 

2 


1 


12 

10 

19 

41 




2,720 

6 

5 

4 

- 

- 

- 

8 

3 

9 

25 




1,725 

4 

9 

2 

3 


- 

21 

21 

17 

59 




4,837 

7 

4 

4 

1 

— 

— 

16 

12 

20 

48 




3,823 

1 

3 

8 

1 

1 

4 

4 

5 

15 

24 




1,381 

8 

13 

6 

4 

6 

11 

20 

28 

49 

97 




8,386 

11 

16 

3 

1 

- 

~ 

20 

39 

48 

107 




7,787 

6 

15 

8 

6 

4 

8 

25 

45 

67 

137 




11,458 

1 

~ 



1 

— 

2 

3 

3 

8 




685 

6 

8 

— 

28 

11 

25 

58 

53 

89 

200 




10,925 

78 

99 

46 

51 

29 

65 

244 

302 

436 

982 




72,786 


Average 

weekly Cost per Head. 

Number of 
Paupers 

mencement 
of the 
Half Year. 

Number of 
Births 
in the 
Half Year. 

Number 
admitted 
during the 
Half Year. 

Number 

discharged 

during the 

Half Year. 

Number 
of Deaths 
in the 
Half Year. 

8. d. 

Food and Necessaries - 2 1 

Clothing and Bedding - 0 2 

Total - - 2 3 

453 

7 J 

522 

569 

43 


Number of 
Paupers 
at the Pud 
of the 

1 Half Year. 


of »8«d «"4 i«Srm M«n mat ta mtmtd to the Catomns for F.nalo, 
and CMdren nnd.r th« hoad,„ E Aged and u«rtn, or permanently dualled. ■ Wire, end ChOdron fthon-h SSmdMl 5 
Meu “Destitute through Sickness or Accident” must be entered in the Columns for Females nnd rhiwl,!,, - ... 

Heading. Wives and Children of Insane Persons, Lunatics, and Idiots, must be entered in the Columns ibr Femates 
Children under the Heading •' Destitute through other Causes.” or t ernales ana 


0ftlZr A J b sT tfrOm tbC Reli6f B °° k% MediC31 ReturnS ’ 311(1 the Ledger of the Newcastle Union, 


this the 27th Day 


The Clerk’s Bond is i 


KERRY MOONE, 

Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 


This Abstract has been submitted to me, together with the Relief Books, Medical Returns, and the Ledger, with which I 
have compared it, and I hereby certify that the Items it contains are correctly abstracted therefrom. S 1 

Newcastle Union, the 13th Day of November 1846. 


e correctly abstracted therefrom. 

CHARLES MATHEW, Auditor. 


Note. -This Abstract, when signed by the Auditor, is to be sent to the Poor Law Commissioners; and the Clerk is 
make a Duplicate, which shall also be attested by the Auditor, for the Use of the Board of Guardians. A Copy is to 
furnished by the Clerk to every Member of the Board of Guardians. 
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FormS a. — Half-yearly Abstract of separate Accounts of each Electoral 


Ei.ectob.ai. Divisions. 

Net Annual Value 
of rateable Property 

Electoral Division. 

Date of Rate 
and Poundage for 
current Half Year. 

Net Annual Value 
of Property 
in respect of which 
Compositions 
have been made under 
1 & 2 Viet. c. 56. s. 72. 
and 6&7 Viet. c. 92. s .5. 

Rebate. 

at per Cent, 

allowed thereon. 

Abbeyfeale - - - 

Ardagh - 

Ballingarry - - - 

Castletown - 

Clouneagh - 

Dromcolloher - - - 

Killeedy - 

Killmeody - - - 

Killougholehane 

Malioonagh ... 

Monagea ... 

Newcastle - - - 

Ratlironan - - 

£ s. d. 

7,719 0 O 
7,133 0 0 
17,252 0 0 
9,082 0 0 
6,544 0 0 
5,619 0 0 
9,307 0 0 
6,802 0 0 
3,312 0 0 
9,799 0 0 
12,221 0 0 
11,312 0 0 
3,397 0 0 

2\d. in the Pound 
Sid. — - - 

34 d. — 

3 id. — 

3id. — 

3 itd. — 

4d. — 

4d. — 

3d. — 

6d. — 

4 d. — - 

Sd. — 

2 id. — 


: : : 

109,499 0 0 


Form 5 h . — Newcastle Union — Abstract of Union Accounts 


CHARGE. 



Balance 
in favour ol 
Electoral 
Divisions 
at the Close 
of last 
Half Year. 

Receipts on 

account of each Electoral Division. 



El.ECTOaAE 

Divisions. 

Amount of 
Poor Rate 
collected. 

| J 

J" % 

| I'i 

■< K ^ 


If 

5 

Total 
Receipts 
in the 
Half Year. 

against 
Electoral 
Divisions 
at Close of 
this 

Half Year. 

Total. 

Abbeyfeale 

£ s. d. 
44 11 2 

£ s. d. 
70 0 0 





£ s. d. 
70 0 0 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 
114 11 2 

Ardagh 

21 2 5 

40 10 54 





40 10 5i 

24 1 9 9i 

86 12 8 

Ballingarry 

44 10 14 

220 6 3 

- - 




220 6 3 


264 16 44 

Castletown 

3 19 10 

180 12 4 

. 


- 


180 12 4 

. 

184 12 2 

Clouneagh 

50 8 1 

82 19 44 

- . 

- 



82 19 44 

- 

133 7 54 

Dromcolloher - 

56 1 2 

78 13 11 


. 



78 13 11 


134 15 1 

Killeedv 

60 8 9-k 

132 10 0 



. 


132 10 0 

- 

192 18 94 

Killmeedy 

33 19 Of 

122 2 10 

- - 




122 2 10 

- 

156 1 10§ 

Killougholehane 


36 9 2 

- 




36 9 2 

22 0 4 

58 9 6 

Malioonagh 


2-10 16 0 

- - 


- 


240 16 0 

36 10 04 

27 7 6 0£ 


89 15 54 

153 10 0 

- 




153 10 0 

. 

243 5 54 

Newcastle 

45 13 84 

226 16 7 

- - 




226 16 7 

- 

272 10 3i 

Ratlironan - 

16 1 10.4 

24 10 5 





24 10 5 

- 

40 12 34 


166 11 8-4 1 1,609 17 4 





1,609 17 4 

83 10 2 

2,159 19 2£ 


Balance 
against 
Electoral 
Division 
at Close of 
last 

Half Year. 


£ s. d. 


16 6 2 
80 8 44 


96 14 6i 


Maintenance and 

On account 
of Electoral 
Division 

On account 
of Union 
Paupers. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

30 6 3 

12 7 7 

45 5 9 

11 8 9 

146 18 6 

27 13 5 

83 15 7 

14 1 1 3 

43 14 3 

10 9 10 

27 14 5 

9 0 2 

77 14 9 

14 18 6 

61 8 10 

10 18 1 

22 S 10 

5 6 2 

134 15 6 

15 14 3 

125 3 0 

19 11 11 

184 3 0 

18 2 10 

110 2 

5 8 11 

994 3 10 

175 11 8 


a The Total Amount of Maintenance and Clothing is 
made up as follows : — 

£ s. d. 

Provisions - - 1,032 16 7f 

Necessaries - - SO 5 104 

Clothing and Bedding - 86 13 0 


1,169 IS 6 


b Tlie Total of Establishment Charges is accounted for as follows : 


£ s . 

Salaries and Rations of Officers - - - - 179 6 

Proportion of Fuel, &c. debited to Establishment - - 70 

Repairs - •• - - - - - 49 17 

Insurance - - - - -60 

Drugs and Medical or Surgical Appliances - - S3 16 

Printing, Stationery, Advertising, and Postage - - 22 13 

Furniture, Utensils, and Implements of Work - - 11 6 

School Requisites - .. - - 5 6 

Seed Potatoes, 61. 14s. 6d. ; Seed Wheat, 1?. 16s. 8 d.\ La- 
bourers Hire, 51. 10s. 2d. - - - - 14 1 

Copying Rate Books - - - - 3 0 

County Charges of Workhouse Ground - - - 0 14 

Other small Charges - - . - - 0 16 


Total debited to Establishment - - 353 19 I 

Less for Credit given to Establishment for Work- 
house Garden Potatoes, 21. 12 s. Id.; and 
os. 3d returned by National Education Board 2 17 4 


Total Amount of Establishment Charges apportioned 351 1 9 


A true Statement of Receipts and Payments on account of the several Electoral Divisions of the Newcastle Union, which was submitted to the 
Board of Guardians, and approved of the 27th Day of October 1846. 


KERRY MOONE, 

Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 


Kote . — This Abstract, signed by the Chairman, is to be sent to tbe Poor Law Commissioners ; and a Duplicate, signed 
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Division in the Union for the Half Year ended the 29th September 184-6. 


Net Amount 
of current Rate. 


Amount of 
previous Rate 
uncollected at 
Commencement 
of Half Yt 


80 8 
74 6 0% 

251 11 10 
132 8 11 
95 8 8 
81 18 104 
155 2 4' 
1X3 7 4 
41 8 0 

244 19 6 
203 IS 8 
235 13 4 
35 7 84 


1,745 14 4 


42 9 64 

S2 11 114 
55 6 04 
29 15 C” 
88 8 6 
91 11 74 
51 18 94 


Total 

Amount of 
Rate to 
be collected. 


123 16 0 
82 15 7 

360 4 3J 
223 19 114 
106 13 8 

124 8 5 
187 14 34 
168 13 44 

71 3 6 
333 8 0 
295 5 34 
287 12 14 
41 14 54 


661 14 74 2,407 8 114 


Amount 

collected. 


) 10 54 


Rate not 
collectable 
for Reasons 

Minute Book. 


5 16 4 

7 7 10 

8 13 84 
1 2 2 


Amount 

remaining 

uncollected. 


14 

42 3 5-4 


104 9 04 


35 10 104 

34 

23 1 44 

10 

35 13 7 


55 4 34 

4 

38 a 04 


28 18 0 

10 

85 4 2 

84 

133 1 7 

9 

59 13 4 A- 

24 

16 1.4 3 

11 

711 19 04 


for the Half Year ended the 29th September 1846 . 


DISCHARGE 


Expenditure on account of each Electoral Division. 


Clothing. 

Proportion 
of Estab- 
lishment 
Charges. 

Total for 
Clothing 
and Main- 
tenance. 

£ s. d. 

£ s. d. 

42 13 10 

24 15 0 

56 14 6 

22 17 5 

174 11 11 

55 6 4 

93 6 10 

29 2 5 

54 4 1 

20 19 8 

36 14 7 

18 0 4 

92 13 3 

29 16 10 

72 6 11 

21 16 2 

27 10 0 

10 12 4 

150 9 9 

31 8 4 

144 14 11 

39 3 8 

202 5 10 

3 6 5 5 

16 9 1 

10 17 10 

1,169 15 6 

351 1 9 

a 

b 

c The Amount of eac 


tiTof 

mem of 
Work- 


Expense of | 
valuing 


5 1 6 30 0 0 


Collectors 

Poundage 

neration. 


Amount 
| expended j 
on Emi- 
gration. 


Amount 
f Emigra- 

Irepaid and 
Interest 
thereon, j 


Funerals. 

Election, 

and other 
Expenses. 


Total 

Expenditure 


Balance 




Electoral 


Divisions 


at Close of 


this 


Half Year. 


£ s. d. 

£ s. ,!. 

36 18 9 

114 11 ti 


86 12 .v 

11 17 64 

264 16 44 

45 14 0 

184 12 2 

49 9 2 Jr 

133 7 54 

73 0 6 

134 15 1 

59 S 54 

192 IS 94 

50 16 

156 1 10| 

- 

5S 9 1: 

. 

277 6 04 

42 2 54 

243 5 Si 

17 10 H 

272 10 34 

9 19 114 

40 12 34 

395 17 9“ 

2,159 19 24 


Column is to be separately stated hereunder; namely,— 


1. Funerals 

2. Elections 


9 10 
20 17 


* .Xcte . — Enumeration of Items in No. 4. 


Conveying Paupers from Divisions ti 
house and Fever Hospital 


4. Other Expenses (of which the Items a 
to be here enumerated in a Note*) 


I hereby certify that this Statement of Receipts and Payments of the several Electoral Divisions in the Newcastle Union is correct. 

Dated 1 3 tli Day of November 1846. CHARLES MATHEW, Auditor 

WILLIAM & O’BRIEN, Chairman. 

by the Auditor, is to be kept for the Board of Guardians, and a Copy delivered by the Clerk to every Member of the Board. 
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(A.) 

Abstract of the Accounts, 


with the Abstract of Paupers, of the Newcastle 


Form 4 Abstract, showing the Number of Paupers relieved, the Number and Cost of Emigrants, 


Number of Paupers relieved as per 


ELECTORAL DIVISIONS. 

Aged and infirm 
or permanently disabled. 

Orphans 

and 

destitute 
Children 
under 15. 

Insane Persons, 
Lunatics, 
and Idiots. 

Illegitimate 
Children under 15 

their Mothers. 

Widows and Women 
whose Husbands 
have deserted them, 
or are transported, 
having a Child 
or Children under 15 
dependent on them. 

Adults. 

Children 

Males. 

Females. 

under 15. 

Moles. 

Females. 

Mothers. 

Children. 

Mothers. 

Children. 

Abbeyfeale ... 

4 

2 

— 

9 

- 

- 

- 

- 

14 

44 

Ardagh - - - - 

3 

5 

- 

1 

1 

~ 

— 

~ 

3 

4 

Ballingarry - 

14 

11 

1 

24 

2 

1 

13 

15 

18 

35 

Castletown - - 

7 

3 

1 

4 

- 


3 

5 

5 

12 

Clouncagli - ... 

7 

1 

- 

11 

- 


1 

2 

3 

8 

Dromcollolier ... 

4 

- 

- 

8 

2 

- 

2 

2 

19 

48 

Killeedy - - 

15 

8 

- 

7 


- 

2 

5 

10 

27 

Killmeedy - - - 

5 

5 

1 

12 

2 

- 

4 

5 

7 

26 

Killougholehane ... 

4 

1 

- 

5 

- 

1 

- 

- 

15 

43 

Mahoonagh - - 

7 

11 

- 

26 

2 

- 

- 

“ 

17 

42 

Monagea - ... 

10 

12 

- 

29 

3 

- 

8 

H 

36 

90 

Newcastle - - - 

10 

IS 

- 

36 

1 


11 

14 

30 

60 

Rathronan - 

1 

1 


4 

- 

- 


- 

6 

11 

Union at large 

34 

20 

6 

53 

2 

- 

7 

14 

54 

89 

Total 

125 

96 

9 

231 

15 

3 

51 

73 

237 

539 


Paid Officers, Assistants, and Servants in the Union. 




Kerry Moone 
Thomas Leahy - 
Johanna Fitz- Patrick 
John Peirce, M.D. 

Miles O’Brien 

Rev. Thomas F. G. Plummer 

Very Rev. Thomas Coll 

Daniel Shine 

Bridget Leahy 

Mary Fitz- Gibbon 

James Cronin 

Michael Sheahan 

Kerry Moone 

diaries Mathew 


Office. 


Clerk of the Union 
Master of Workhouse 
Matron of Ditto 
Physician Ditto • 
Apothecary Ditto 
Protestant Chaplain 
Roman Catholic Chaplain 
Schoolmaster 
Schoolmistress 
Hospital Nurse 
Porter 

Revising Valuator 
Returning Officer 
Auditor 


Denis Moylan 
Denis Moylan 
Maurice Hannigan 
Daniel M. Leahy 
Provincial Bank, Limerick 


Collector of Rates In Ballingarry District - 
Collector of Rates in Newcastle District - 
Collector of Rates in Dromcollolier District 
Collector of Rates in Abbeyfeale District - 
Treasurer. 


Salary per Annum. 


£ s. d. 

55 0 0 

40 0 0 

25 0 0 

50 0 0 

25 0 0 

15 0 0 

40 0 O 

15 0 0 

10 0 0 

10 0 0 

15 0 0 

SO 0 O 

10 0 O 

8 15 0 

{ 6d. in the Pound for In-door 
and id. for Out-door. 

- Ditto. 

- Ditto. 

- Ditto. 


MICHAEL LEAHY, 

Chairman. 
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- (A.) 

Union, for the Board of Guardians, for the Half Year ended 25th March 1847. 


and the Relief administered by way of Loan, during the Half Year ended the 25th March 1847. 


Relief List and Register. 

1 Total relieved. 

Expenditure. 

Collective 

Number 

of 

Days in 
the Half 
Year. 

Destitute through 
Sickness or Accident. 

Destitute through 
other Causes. 

Adults. 

Children 
under 15. 

Total. 

Number 
and Cost of 
Persons 
emigrating. 

Amount of 
Relief 
advanced 
by way of 
Loan, under 
55th Section 

Poor Relief 
Act. 

Males. 

Females. 

Children 
under 15 
dependent 

Males. 

Females. 

Children 
under 15 
dependent 
on them. 

1 Males. 

Females. 

1 Number. 

| Cost. 

14 

24 

15 | 

5 

9 

8 

23 

49 

76 

148 




4,368 

5 

5 

- 

- 

2 

- 

9 

15 

5 

29 




1,804 

8 

12 

4 

11 

16 

15 

35 

71 

94 

200 




12,6SI 

3 

2 

- 

1 

2 

2 

11 

15 

24 

50 




4,991 

3 

12 

2 

1 

5 

1 

11 

22 

24 

57 




3,326 

6 

5 

2 

2 

18 

- 

14 

44 

60 

118 




4,847 

7 

4 

2 

1 

10 

- 

23 

34 

41 

98 




6,254 

2 

5 

2 

6 

8 

4 

15 

29 

50 

94 




6,346 

3 

1 

1 

4 

15 

7 

11 

33 

56 

100 




3,889 

8 

6 

1 

3 

10 

- 

20 

44 

69 

133 




9,619 

19 

10 

6 

5 

S3 

- 

37 

99 

136 

272 




13,452 

13 

14 

1 

20 

28 

13 

44 

100 

126 

270 




15,937 

1 

2 


5 

3 

- 

7 

12 

15 

34 




2,S74 

13 

13 

6 

59 

82 

56 

108 

176 

224 

508 




25,705 

105 

115 

42 

123 

241 

106 

368 

743 

1,000 

2,111 




115,593 


weekly Cost per Head. 

Number of 
Paupers at 
Com- 
mencement 
of the 
Half Year. 

Number of 
Births 
in the 
Half Year. 

Number 
admitted 
during the 
Half Year. 

Number 
discharged 
during the 
Half Year. 

Number 
of Deaths 
in the 
Half Year. 

Number of 

at the End 
of the 
Half Year 

s. d. 

Food and Necessaries - 2 Si 

Clothing and Bedding - 0 21- 

Total - - 2 6 

370 

10 

1,731 

1,065 

150 

896 


Note — Wives and Children (though able-bodied) of aged and infirm Men must be entered in the Columns for Females and 
Children under the Heading “ Aged and infirm, or permanently disabled.” Wives and Children (though able-bodied) of Men 
“Destitute through Sickness or Accident ’’ must be entered in the Columns for Females and Children under that Heading 
Wives and Children of Insane Persons, Lunatics, and Idiots, must be entered in the Columns for Females and Children under 
the Heading “ Destitute through other Causes.” 


A true Abstract from the Relief Books, Medical 
June 1847. 


Returns, and the Ledger of the Newcastle Union, on this the 12th Day of 
KERRY MOONE, 

Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 


The Clerk’s Bond is in the Poor Law Commissioners Office, Dublin ; all other Bonds are in the Custody of the Clerk, and 
appear to be correct 

This Abstract has been submitted to me, together with the Relief Books, Medical Returns, and the Ledger, with which I 
have compared it, and I hereby certify that the Items it contains are correctly abstracted therefrom. ° 

Newcastle Union, the 12th Day of June 1847. CHARLES MATHEW, Auditor. 


Note — This Abstract, when signed by the Auditor, is to be sent to the Poor Law Commissioners, and the Clerk is to make 
a Duplicate, which shall also be attested by the Auditor, for the Use of the Board of Guardians. A Copy is to be furnished by 
the Clerk to every Member of the Board of Guardians. 
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Form 5 a. — Half-yearly Abstract of separate Accounts of each Electoral 


Names of 

Electoral Divisions. 

Net Annual Value 
of rateable Property 

Electoral Division. 

Date of Rate 
and Poundage for 
current Half Year. 

Net Annual Value 
of Property 
in respect of which 
Compositions 
have been made under 
1 & 2 Viet, c .56. s. 72. 
and 6 Sc 7 Viet. c. 92. s.5. 

Rebate, 

at per Cent, 

allowed thereon. 

Abbeyfeale - 

Ardagh - 

Ballingarry - - 

Castletown - 

Clouncagh - 

Dromcolloher - 

Killeedy 

Killmeedy - - 

Killougholebane - - 

Mahoonagh ... 

Monagea - ... 

Newcastle - - - 

Rathronan ... 

£ s. d. 
7,687 0 0 
7,133 0 0 
17,135 0 0 
9,017 0 0 
6,492 0 0 
5,602 0 0 
9,293 0 0 

6,750 0 0 
3,296 0 0 
9,726 0 0 
12,168 0 0 
11,312 0 0 
3,395 0 0 

5th January 1847. 
24 d. iu the Pound - 
Ad. — 

Ad. — - 

Ad. — 

Ad. — - 

34 d. _ 

Ad. — 

44 d. — 

Sd. — 

6d. — 

Ad. — - 

6d. — 

Hd. - 

’ " I 


108,946 0 0 


Form 5 b.— Newcastle Union. — Abstract of Union Accounts 


CHARGE. 


Electoral 

Divisions. 


Abbeyfeale 

Ardagh 

Ballingarry 

Castletown 

Clouncagh 

Dromcolloher - 

Killeedy 

Killmeedy 

Killongholehane 

Mahoonagh 

Monagea 

Newcastle 

Iiathronan 


Balance 
in favour of | 
Electoral 
Divisions 
at the Close 
of last 
Half Yea; 


II 17 6W 
45 14 
49 9 24| 


396 17 9f 1,633 19 0 


Receipts on account of each Electoral Division. 


Amount of | 
Poor Rate 
collected 
and lodged. Ijj" 


110 17 
103 17 
68 10 
44 18 
106 0 
46 15 
221 14 
132 2 


Total 

Receipts 


£ s. 

58 O 

109 3 
306 3 

110 17 
103 17 

68 10 
44 13 
106 0 
46 15 
221 14 
132 2 


I 11 5f 
l 17 94 


Balance 
against 
Electoral 
Division 
at Close of ] 
last 

Half Year. 


Maintenance and 


313 4 04| 
372 14 14J 

159 8 • 


168 9 Ojl 
118 13 3^ 
291 12 II 
343 15 24] 
375 11 1 

68 9 74I 


1,633 19 0 609 3 6£ 2,640 0 83 10 2 1,643 7 5 461 18 10 


85 10 
32 15 
234 18 


246 16 54 
284 11 10 
42 7 10 


On account 
of Union 
Paupers. 


a The total Amount of Maintenance and Clothing is 
made up as follows : — 

£ s. d. 

Provisions - - 1,837 6 5§ 

Necessaries - - 95 19 6^ 

Clothing and Bedding - 172 0 3 


£ 2,105 


6 3 


6 Tite Total of Establishment Charges is accounted for as follows : — 


Salaries and Rations of Officers - - - -199 84R 

Proportion of Fuel, &c. debited to Establishment - - 10 5 9 

Repairs - - - - - - - 54 47 

Insurance - - . . 

Drugs and Medical or Surgical Appliances . _ 0 18 0 

Printing, Stationery, Advertising, and Postage - - 16 6 104 

Furniture, Utensils, and Implements of Work - - SO 12 5* 

Scouring Sand - - ■ - - - 1 5 114 

Other small Charges - - - - . 0 11 8* 


Total debited to Establishment ... 313 13 7J 
Total Amount of Establishment Charges apportioned £313 13 7f 


A true Statement of Receipts and Payments on account of the several Electoral Divisions of the Newcastle Union, which was submitted to the 
Board of Guardians/ and approved of the 12th Day of June 1847. 

KERRY MOONE, 

Clerk to the Board of Guardians. 

Aote. — This Abstract, signed by the Chairman, is to be sent to the Poor Law Commissioners; and a Duplicate, signed 
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Division in the Union for the Half Year ended the 25th March 184.7. 



Net Amount 
of current Rate. 

Amount of 
previous Rate 
uncollected at 
Commencement 
of Half Year. 

Total 

Amount of 
Rate to 
be collected. 

Amount 

Rate not 
collectable 
for Reasons 

Minute Book. 

Folio 
in Minute 
Book. 

Total. 

Amount 

remaining 

uncollected. 

£ s. d. 
79 8 Hi 
118 17 8 
285 1 1 8 
150 5 8 
108 4 0 
81 13 11 
154 17 8 
126 11- 3 
68 13 4 
2-13 3 0 
202 16 0 
282 16 0 
49 10 2i 

£ *. d. 
S3 16 0 
42 3 54 

104 9 04 
35 10 104 
23 1 4+ 

35 13 7' 
55 4 34 
38 9 04 

28 18 0 
85 4 2 
183 1 7 

59 13 44 
16 14 3 

£ s. d. 
133 4 114 

161 1 14 

390 0 
185 16 64 
131 5 44 
117 7 6 
210 1 114 
165 0 31 
97 11 4’ 

328 7 2 
835 17 7 
342 9 44 

66 4 5i 

£ s. d. 
58 0 0 

109 3 84 
306 3 Oi 

110 17 2 
103 17 6 

68 10 0 
44 18 0 

106 0 9 
46 15 6 
221 14 9 
132 2 0 
272 0 4 
53 16 3 

: : : 

’ ’ 

£ s. d. 
58 0 0 

109 3 84 
306 3 04 

110 17 2 
103 17 6 

68 10 0 
44 18 0 
106 0 9 
46 15 6 
221 14 9 
132 2 0 
272 0 4 
53 16 3 

£ s. d. 
75 4 11* 
51 17 5 
83 17 7| 
74 19 44 

27 7 104 
48 17 6 
165 3 114 
58 19 64 

50 15 10 
106 12 5 
203 15 7 
70 9 04 
12 S 24 

1,952 9 4 

711 19 04 

2,664 S 4.4 

1,CS3 19 0 

- - - 


1,633 19 0 

1,030 9 44 


for the Half Year ended the 25th March 1847. 


DISCHARGE. 


Expenditure on account of each Electoral Division. 


Clothing. 

Proportion 
of Estab- 
lishment 
Charges. 

Propor- 

Repay- 

mentof 

Work- 

Loans. 

tfoTof 
Vaccina- 
tion Ex- 

Expense of 
valuing 
or revising 
Valuations. 

Collectors 

Poundage 

ncration. 

Amount 
expended 
on Emi- 
gration. 

A mount 
of Emigra- 
tion Loan 
repaid, and 
Interest 
thereon. 

Funerals, 

Election, 

and other 

Total 

Expenditure 
in the 
Half Year. 

Balance 
in favour of 
Electoral 
Divisions 
at Close of 
this 

Half Year. 

Total. 

Total for 
Clothing 
and Main- 
tenance. 

£ s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 


£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 



£ 


d. 















0 

1 

6 

1 


1 

1 

19 

G 



2 

5 














5 

- 

0 

1 

3 

0 

19 

1 

1 

18 

5 













O 1 

307 11 

5 

49 

6 

9 

- 

0 

s 

3 

2 

7 

2 

6 

7 

14 

- 


6 

18 

5 














- 

0 


9 

1 

5 

0 

3 

8 

3 

. 













94 2 

5 

18 

13 

9 

- 

0 

1 

3 

0 

17 

11 

2 

6 

7 

- 

- 

1 

19 

9 

118 

1 

8 








16 

■i 






0 

15 

5 


0 

44 

.. 


1 

10 

6 

132 

10 

in 













1 


1 


S 

4 

IS 

3 



2 












0 

19 

8 

7-J 

- 

0 

1 

4 

0 

18 

8 

2 

15 

74 



2 

11 

9 

168 

9 








5 




- 


0 


0 

9 

1 

1 

1 

74 



2 

3 

5 

96 

12 

11 

_ 









1 


0 

1 

10 


6 

10 

6 

1 

44 


- 

2 

4 

0 

255 

0 

104 

. 







35 







1 

13 


3 

13 

0 



4 

16 

9 

343 




. 



24 








2 

3 


11 

2 

5 

IS 

9 




16 









56 15 

9 

9 

15 

6 


0 

0 

8 

0 

9 

4 

0 

17 

104 

- 

- 

0 

10 

6 

68 

9 

7* 

- 


6S 

9 

74 

2,105 6 

S3 

313 

13 

b 

73 

■ ■ 

1 1 0 

15 

0 

0 

43 

7 


’ - 


S3 

17 

5 

2,512 

5 

GJ 

44 4 

7 

3,640 

0 

33 


c The Amount of each Head of Expenditure included in this 
Column is to be separately stated hereunder ; namely, — 

£ s. a. 

1. Funerals - - - - 31 16 5 

2 . Elections .... — 

3. Law - - - 1 10 0 

4. Other Expenses (of which the Items are 

to be here enumerated in a Note *) - Oil 0 


* A ate . — Enumeration of Items in No. 4. 

„ . „ £ s. d. 

Conveying Paupers from Divisions to the Work- 
house - - . . - 0 11 0 


£33 17 5 


I hereby certify, that this Statement of Receipts and Payments of the several Electoral Divisions in the Newcastle Union is correct. 

Dated 12th Day of June 1847. CHARLES MATHEW, Auditor. 

MICHAEL LEAHY, Chairman. 

by the Auditor, is to be kept for the Board of Guardians, and a Copy delivered by the Clerk to every Member of the Board. 
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(BO 

Letter from Mr. Carroll to W. J. Hancock, Esq., Assistant Poor Law Commissioner. 

Sir, Office of Public Works, 28th August 1847. 

I am unable to furnish you with the Information you desire this Morning further than 
it may be afforded by the Statement sent herewith. 

I find that there is no Record in this Office of the Apportionment of Expenditure 
under the 9 & 10 Viet, to the several Baronies previous to the 1st December last, and 
that the Expenditui-e was not at any Time apportioned to smaller Divisions of the County. 
This Statement therefore only shows the Amount expended under Act 9 & 10 Viet, 
on Relief Works, and in Drainage under Mr. Labouchere’s Letter, in the Baronies of 
Shanid, Glenquin, and Upper Connello respectively, from the 1st December to this Date, 
and I would therefore suggest to you the Propriety of applying to the Board’s Office in 
Dublin for more precise Information, should you deem it necessary. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) William Carroll. 


Expenditure on Relief Works under 9 & 10 Viet. c. 107. in the Baronies of Glenquin, 
Shanid, and Upper Connello, from 1st December 1846 to 28th August 1847. 

Glenquin. Shanid. Upper Connello. 

40,736Z. 2s. Id. 42,305 7. 10s. 8 d. 50,20 17. 5s. 9d. 

Expenditure on Drainage Works under Mr. Labouchere’s Letter from 1st February 
1847 to 28th August 1847. 

Glenquin. Shanid. Upper Connello. 

457. 12s. 5 d. 1,8897. 18s. 3c7. 4627. 13s. 0 d. 

Office of Public Works, Limerick, 

28th August 1847. 


(C.) 


Names of Landlords holding Property in the Electoral Divisions of Newcastle, Monagea, 
Killeedy, Mahoonagh, and Ardagh. 


Newcastle. 

Lord Guillamore. 

William Stephenson. 

Colonel John White. 

John C. Heffernan. 

The O’Grady. 

Major Robert H. Maunsell. 
Major James Sullivan. 
Colonel John Sankey. 

James D’Arcy Evans. 
Alexander Carte. 

Julius Delmege. 

Major Edward Maunsell. 
General Dickson. 

John Upton. 

William Henry Franks. 
Edward Moron ey. 

Dowager Lady O’Brien. 
Major Campbell. 

Killeedy. 

Lord Muskerry. 

James D. Evans. 

John C. Heffernan. 

Major James Sullivan. 
Patrick Hayes. 

Maurice Ahern. 

John Cox. 

George Hears Maunsell. 
Dowager Lady O’Brien. 
Thomas Rochfort. 

Bryan Sheehy. 

Roger Sheehy. 


Colonel John Sankey. 
Ottiwell Hayes. 

Rev. Richard Plummer. 
Lord Carbery. 

Richard A Id worth. 

John Cahill. 

Denis Cahill. 

Mahoonagh. 

Lord Muskerry. 

Chetwood. 

Major James Sullivan. 

Lord Guillamore. 

Godfrey Massy. 

James Russell. 

Alexander M'Carthy. 

Rev. Thomas Gibbins. 

Bryan Sheehy. 

John Carmody. 

Christopher Delmege. 

John Maher. 

Roger Sheehy. 

Rev. John Locke. 

John Duggan. 

Thomas Locke. 

Lord Lismore. 

Rev. John Brockman. 
Standish O’Grady. 

Thomas O’Grady. 

Thomas Goold. 

Doctor William Finlay. 
Frederick Holland. 
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Monagea. 

Thomas Goold. 

George Mears Maunsell. 
William Leake. 

Counsellor Daniel M'Carthy. 
Robert Jones Stevelly. 

Rev. Richard Plummer. 
David Mahoney. 

Ardagh. 

Lord Southwell. 

John Studdart. 

General Dickson. 

James D. Evans. 

John Upton. 

William R. Yielding. 

Hugh Massy. 


The O’ Grady 
John Creagh. 

Thomas Goold. 

Edward Moroney. 

John Massy. 

Lord Kenmare. 

William S. O’Brien, M.P. 

John C. Heffernan. 

Lord Clare. 

Eyre Massy. 

Stephen Creagh. 

Standish Stephenson. 

Christopher Delmege. 

Rev. Edward Conyers. 

Andrew Creagh. 

Edward Massy’s Representatives. 
Rev. Mr. Harkness. 


Received from the Clerk of the Guardians, 27th August 1847. 
Newcastle Union. W. J. H. 


(C.) 

Amount of Rate remaining uncollected on Saturday the 21st August 1847 in the several 
Electoral Divisions of Newcastle Union ; Amount of Lord Lieutenant’s Warrants, 
and paid thereof. 



Rate uncollected 
* on Saturday 
the 21st August 1847. 

Amount of 
Lord Lieutenant’s 
Warrants. 

Amount of 
Lord Lieutenant's 
Warrants paid. 



s. 

d. 

£ 

s. 

d. 

£ s. d. 

Ballingarry 

3,610 

19 

®i 

3,144 

7 

6 

— 

Castletown 

1,910 

18 

7 

1,755 

3 

0 

— 

Newcastle 

1,256 

14 

104 

1,064 

16 

2 

— 

Ardagh 

945 

1 

si 

841 

12 

10 

— 

Clerineagh 

8S6 

13 

n 

801 

1 

0 

— 

Rathronan 

634 

10 

0 

537 

4 

6 

— 

Dromcolloher 

1,261 

8 

11 

1,051 

8 

4 

— 

Kilmeedy 

1,660 

15 

1 

1,393 

9 

0 

— 

Killougholehane 

807 

9 

8 

681 

17 

2 

— 

Mahoonagh - 

1,163 

11 

Hi 

959 

14 

6 

— 

Abbeyfeale - 

720 

2 

11 

512 

9 

0 

— 

Monagea 

2,414 

1 

9 

2,070 

2 

10 

— 

Killeedy 

1,314 

13 

H 

1,133 

6 

0 

— 


18,587 

2 

3 

15,946 

11 

10 

— 


No. 12. 


No. 28,874. D/47. 

Letter from the Earl of Devon to the Commissioners. 


Gentlemen, 6th September 1847. 

I am favoured with the Letter of your Chief Clerk, informing me that the 
Application sent through Captain Kennedy for an Alteration in the Electoral 
Divisions of the Union of Newcastle was under Consideration, and that your 
Assistant Commissioner was directed to ascertain what would be the Effect of 
the proposed Change upon the pecuniary Interests of other Rate-payers within 
this Union. 

(107.) E This 
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This is undoubtedly a fair Way of looking at such a Proposal, but knowing 
the neighbouring Proprietors so well as I do, I think you will excuse me for 
directing your Attention to One particular View of the Case, without Attention 
to which you are in danger of being misled. 

I submit to you that the proper Inquiry is, what would be the Effect of the 
present Arrangement of the Divisions for Taxation in the Supposition that 
none of us, neither the other Proprietors nor ourselves, do any thing in the way 
of Employment. I think it is clear that in such Case the Proprietors of other 
Parts of the Electoral Divisions would be liable to a larger proportionate 
Burden in respect of the dense Population of our Parts than we should be 
liable to in respect of thin People. The Town of Newcastle and some densely 
peopled Townlands in its Neighbourhood would necessarily produce this 
Result. I believe, therefore, that an Inquiry of this Nature will lead to the 
Conclusion at which I wish you to arrive. But if the Inquiry should only be 
made with reference to Circumstances as they actually exist at this Moment, 
and the Calculation shall only be what Amount of Rate will the other Pro- 
prietors have to pay under the present and the proposed Arrangements respec- 
tively, then it is quite possible that the recasting of the Divisions as suggested 
may bring an additional Burden upon them, supposing us to continue to give 
the Employment which we are now giving and preparing to give, inasmuch as 
in such Case they would take but a small Share of the Expense of maintaining 
our People, and we should have a large Share of the Expense of maintaining 
their Population left unemploj^ed by them. But this State of Things cannot 
continue. If the Devon Estate remains liable to be taxed for the Support of the 
People on Properties where no Employment is given, the Trustees must avoid 
all other Expenditure, leaving the Rents to be absorbed by Taxation, the 
Result after a Year or Two must be the utter Ruin of all Parties interested in 
the Estate, and general Confusion and Outrage in the Country. 

I may seem to write thus strongly under the Influence of personal Feeling- 
only. I admit that the Prospect of utter Ruin and entire Loss of Income is not 
agreeable ; but I wish you to consider the Proposal now before you, as I know 
that you will consider it, with reference to its Effect upon the Condition of the 
District generally, and in its ultimate Result upon the Country at large. 

I remain, &c. 

(Signed) Devon. 


No. 13. 


No. 28,874. D/47. 

Letteb from the Commissioners to the Earl of Devon in reply. 


Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

My Lord, 10th September 1847. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the Receipt of your Lordship’s Letter 
of the 6th instant, relative to the proposed Alteration in certain Electoral 
Divisions of Newcastle Union ; and, in reply, I am to state that the Statements 
in your Lordship’s Letter shall receive the Consideration of the Commissioners. 

I have, &c. 

( Signed) A. Moore, 

Chief Clerk. 


No. 14. 


No. 28,874. D/47. 

Circular Letter addressed to the Landed Proprietors in the Divisions 
which would be affected by the proposed Change. 


Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
10th September 1847. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to inform you that a Proposition is under Consideration 
of the Commissioners for remodelling the Electoral Divisions of the Newcastle 
Union, so as to make a separate Electoral Division or Divisions of the Devon 
Estates. 

Before 
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t0 “y. final Decision on that Proposition the Commissioners 
aie desnous of ascertaining the Views respecting it which may be entertained 
by yom-seif as one. of the Landed Proprietors in One or more of the Divisions 
which would be affected by the Alteration. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Arthur Moore, 


Sent (under Cover to the Clerk of the Union) 
addressed to the following : 


Chief Clerk. 


Lord Guillamore. 

William Stephenson. 
Colonel John White. 

John C. Heffernan. 

The O’Grady. 

Major Robert H. Maunsell. 
Major James Sullivan. 
Colonel James Sankey. 
James Darcy Evans. 
Alexander Carte. 

Julius Delmege. 

Major Edward Maunsell. 
General Dickson. 

John Upton. 

William Henry Frankes. 
Edward Moroney. 

Dowager Lady O’Brien. 
Major Campbell. 

Thomas Goold. 

George Mears Maunsell. 
William Leake. 

Counsellor Dan. M ‘Car thy. 
Robert Jones Stavelly. 

Rev. Richard Plummer. 
David Mahoney. 

Lord Muskerry. 

Patrick Hayes. 

Maurice Ahern. 

John Cox. 

Thomas Rochford. 

Bryan Sheehy. 

Roger Sheehy. 

Ottiwell Hayes.' 

Lord Carbery. 

Richard Aldworth. 

John Cahill. 


Denis Cahill. 

• Chetwood. 

Godfrey Massy. 

James Russell. 

Alexander M'Carthy. 

Rev. Thomas Gibbins. 
John Carmody. 
Christopher Delmege. 
John Maher. 

Rev. John Locke. 

John Duggan. 

Thomas Locke. 

Lord Lismore. 

Rev. John Brockman. 
Standish O’ Grady. 

Thomas O’Grady. 

Doctor William Furlong. 
Frederick Holland. 

Lord Southwell. 

John Studdart. 

William R. Yielding. 

Hugh Massy. 

John Creagh. 

John Massy. 

Lord Kenmare. 

William S. O’Brien, M.P. 
Lord Clare. 

Eyre Massy. 

Stephen Creagh. 

Standish Stephenson. 

Rev. Edward Conyers. 
Andrew Creagh. 
Representatives of Edward 
Massy. 

Rev. Mr. Harkness. 


No. 15. 

No. 28,874. /48. 

Letter from the Commissioners to the Clerk to the Guardians, forwarding 
the above Circular for Transmission. 

o- Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

. . _ . . . Uth September 1848. 

Ihe Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have under their Consideration a Proposition which has been made to 
them for remodelling the Electoral Divisions of Newcastle Union, so as to form 
a separate Electoral Division or Divisions of the Devon Estates. 

Before, however, the Commissioners come to any final Decision on the 
Subject they have deemed it advisable to write to the several Landed Pro- 
prietors in the Divisions which would be affected by the Change, but as they 
have no Means of ascertaining with Certainty the Addresses of such Landed 
Proprietors they will feel obliged by your forwarding the enclosed Letters. \ 

The Names of the Persons to whom these Letters are addressed have been 
taken from a List furnished by you to Mr. Hancock of the Names of Land- 
lords holding Property in the Electoral Divisions of Newcastle, Monagea, 
Killeedy, Mahoonagh, and Ardagh. 

It appears, however, _ that a small Portion of the Devon Estates is in 
Rathronan Electoral Division of Newcastle Union : and the Commissioners 
(107.) E 2 will 
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will feel obliged by your famishing the Names and Addresses of the Landed 
Proprietors in that Electoral Division, also in order that the Commissioners 
may write to them on the Subject. 

The Commissioners have directed that a sufficient Number of Postage 
Stamps be forwarded to yon herewith to cover the Postage of the Letters 
inclosed. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) B. Banks, 

for Chief Clerk. 


No. 16. 


No. 29,905. D/47. 

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians at a 
Meeting held on Tuesday the 14th Day of September 1847. 


Present : 

In the Chair : — "William S. O’Brien, M.P. 

Other Guardians : — Bryan Sheehy, William Murphy, Jeremiah Fitzgibbon, 
John Carmody, Hugh Murry Gun, David Hannigan, Edward Irwin, Charles 
Plummer, James Listen, James Wigmore, Edmond Wolfe, Thomas Fitzgerald, 
and Edmond Sheehy. 

The following Letters from the Poor Law Commissioners and others were 
read by the Clerk, and Directions given to answer them respectively to the 
following Effect (or Orders made on them respectively as follows) : — The 
Commissioners Letter of the 11th September 1847, No. 28,874. D/47, stating 
that they have had under Consideration a Proposition made to them for 
remodelling the Electoral Divisions of Newcastle Union, so as to form a 
separate Electoral Division or Divisions of the Devon Estates, and forwarding 
Letters addressed to the several Landlords holding Property in the Electoral 
Divisions of Newcastle, Monagea, Killeedy, Mahoonagh, and Ardagh. 

Ordered, that the Clerk be directed to lay before the Board on the next 
Day of Meeting a Statement of the Population, and the Amount of rateable 
Property of the Devon Estates in this Union, and to endeavour to procure a 
Sketch Map of the Estate, in order that the Board may be able to judge how 
far the .Arrangement suggested is equitable and consistent with the public 
Convenience. 


No. 30,022. D/47. 


No. 17. 


Letter from Clerk to the Guardians to Mr. B. Banks, forwarding List 
of Proprietors in Rathronan Division. 


c> Newcastle Workhouse Office, 

bir, 15th September 1847. 

In compliance with your Letter of the 11th instant, No. 28,874. D/47, 
requiring the Names and Addresses of the Landed Proprietors in the Electoral 
Division of Rathronan, I beg to give you underneath the Names, and, as far as 
I can ascertain, the Addresses. 

Francis Goold, Esq., Merrion Square South, Dublin. 

William John Massy, Esq., Glenville, Rathkeale. 

Henry Royse, Esq., Newcastle. 

Rev. Richard Dickson, Incumbent of Kilkeedy, Limerick. 

Christopher Delmege, Esq., Castlepark, Limerick. 

Rev. Robert Harkness, London, or his Agent, Mr. Ivers, Green Park, 
Limerick, or Bruff. 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) Kerry Moone, 

Clerk of Newcastle Union. 


Note . — The Circular of the 10th September was sent to the following 
Gentlemen : — Francis Goold, Esq., William John Massy, Esq., Henry Royse, 
Esq., and Rev. Richard Dickson. It had previously been sent to Mr. Delmege 
and Mr. Harkness as Proprietors in other Divisions. 
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No. 18. 

No. 30,196. D/47 

Letter from Mr. Christopher Delmege in reply to the Circular of 
10 th September 1847. 

Gentlemen, Castlepark, Limerick, 19th September 1847 . 

In reference to your Circular of 10th instant, marked No. 28,874. D/47, 
stating that a Proposition is under Consideration for remodelling the Electoral 
Divisions of the Newcastle Union, so as to make a separate Electoral Division 
of the Devon Estates, and that you are desirous of having my Views as one of 
the Landed Proprietors who would be affected by the Alteration. 

In reply, I beg to inform you, that as you have not stated the precise 
Change proposed to be made, or the Division to which my Lands are to be 
added, I ain unable to give you any Opinion ; but whether the Alterations shall 
or shall not be beneficial to me, it would be violating a Principle, the Justness 
of which I every Day feel more, if I were to withhold my Approval of the 
Measure, because I am of opinion that every Man’s Estate in each Union 
should be made a sepai'ate Electoral Division, or that every Townland should 
be made chargeable with the Support of its own Poor, for until such shall be 
the Law (a Law which now you have Power to make) that wholesome Stimu- 
lant to the Employment of the People which the Government are anxious to 
promote will never be attained. 

In the Newcastle Union my Property is not large, except perhaps as an 
Owner of Lay Tithe Rent-charge ; but here, in the Union of Limerick, I am 
the Owner of oyer 1,000 Acres, and during the past Season of Distress not 
a Tenant of mine to my Knowledge sought Relief under the Temporary 
Relief Act, because I employed all those who required such, and yet my 
Taxes are equal to those who did not give a Day’s Work, so that the Law 
as it stands defeats the very Object it professes to promote, namely, Employ- 
ment ; whereas if you shall make such a Change as will make each Person’s 
Estate, or each Townland, pay for the Support of its own Poor, then all, from 
the Farmer to the Proprietor, will instantly feel it their Interest to diminish 
their own Taxation by the Employment of their own Poor, which, I presume, 
(and I think fairly) is the very Object of the Proprietor of the Devon Estates 
in the Measure before you, and one which decidedly meets my Approbation. 

Accept my Apology for this Digression, and permit me to say that, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Christopher Delmege. 


No. 19 . 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 27th September 1847. 

The .Property of Lay Tithe Rent-charge cannot be much affected by the 
Alteration. 

If each Proprietor of 1,000 Acres is to have a separate Electoral Division, 
or if each Townland is to become the Area of Taxation for the Poor, will be 
difficult to carry out practically. 

W. J. H. 


No. 20. 

No. 30,324. D/47. 

Letter from the Earl of Clare in reply to the Circular of 
10th September. 

Siri Gonran, 19th September 1847. 

I have the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter dated the 10th 
of September, directed to Mountshannon, and which was forwarded to me here, 
respecting a Proposition made to the Poor Law Commissioners to make a 
separate Electoral Division or Divisions of the Devon Estates in the Union of 
(1°7-) E 3 Newcastle, 
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Newcastle, and requesting to know my Views respecting it as a Party having 
Laud in that Union. 

In reply, I have the Honour to state, that unless you can send to me a State- 
ment of the Townlands which it is proposed to separate from some Electoral 
Divisions, and to add to others, I could not venture to give a decided Opinion 
on the Subject. 

You are aware that in Parliament Objections were taken to throw upon each 
Proprietor only the Charge of maintaining the Poor on his Estate. I am not 
sure that there are valid Objections, but I am clearly of opinion, if the Principle 
shall be conceded by the Poor Law Commissioners to suit the Convenience and 
to meet the Views of Lord Devon’s Trustees, it must in justice and fairness be 
conceded to me and to other Proprietors, and the Poor Law Commissioners will 
know far better than I can inform them how such a Change would work. For 
instance, as affecting myself, I must call your Attention to the State of my 
Property, a very small one as compared with the Devon Estates, in the New- 
castle Union. I am the Owner of several Townlands in the Electoral Divisions 
of Clonneagh and Ballingarry ; in the former Lord Devon must also possess 
several Townlands. Now, supposing that Portion of Clonneagh which belongs 
to his Lordship’s Trustees shall be separated from it, and an equal Portion of 
other Estates added to it, unless the latter shall not have more poor Families 
located on it than are now located on Lord Devon’s Land, it is quite clear the 
new Formation of the Electoral Division of Clonneagh will be rated higher for 
the Support of its Poor than it is at present. In this Manner I and other Pro- 
prietors may suffer by the Change contemplated. I have applied for a Loan of 
9,000Z., of which I mean to expend at least 7,OOOZ. on my Estates in the 
Baronies of Upper and Lower Connello ; and if the Poor Law Commissioners 
decide on making the Devon Estates a separate Electoral Divisions or Divisions, 
I must claim the same Indulgence, and on the same Grounds, for myself. I 
cannot see why Lord Devon having expended Money in the Improvement of 
his Land should be exempted from bearing his Proportion of the Charges for 
the Support of his Neighbour’s Poor, and why Lord Clare should not. I am 
aware that many Proprietors are doing little or nothing, and that every Encou- 
ragement should be afforded to those inclined, like Lord Devon’s Trustees, to 
employ the Poor. I should, therefore, be very sorry to have it supposed that I 
am trying to throw Obstacles iu the Way of any improving Proprietor, but as 
you have fairly asked me the Question I feel bound to state my candid Opinion 
in reply. I trust, under any Circumstances, the Poor Law Commissioners will 
have the kindness to inform me when they have decided the Proposition made 
to them by Lord Devon’s Trustees ; for in the event of a Change in the Elec- 
toral Divisions of Ballingarry and Clonneagh, I must ascertain how that Change 
will affect my Interests before I can expend a Shilling of borrowed Money on 
the Improvement of my Land in that District. 

As I shall return to Mountshannon, I believe, early next Week, may I 
request you will have the goodness to direct any further Communication you 
may make to me on the Subject directed to me there. Lisnagry, not Limerick 
is my Post Town from Dublin. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Clare. 


No. 21. 

No. 30,324. D/47. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 27th September 1847. 

Lord Clare should be furnished with a Copy of Mr. Kennedy’s Letter to 
Lord Fortescue, and of the Plan proposed, with the Townlands proposed to be 
changed. 

The Question of Estate Area instead of Electoral Division for Taxation will 
be a difficult Question to carry out practically. 

W. J. H. 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



( 35 ) 


No. 22. 

No. 30,428. D/47. 

Letter from Mr. George Meares Maunsell in reply to tire Circular of 
10th September 1847. 

Gentlemen, Ballywffliam, Eathteale, Limerick, 

T Tiir, 4 -L u } C . ■ -r „ 21st September 1847. 

* u .JtU ? T ° nour of receivm S a Letter fr om your Office dated 10th Sep- 

tember 184,, No. 28,874. D/47, respecting a Proposition for remodelling the 
Electoral Divisions of the Newcastle Union, and in reply beg to state that I 
am perfectly satisfied with the present Arrangement as regards the Electoral 
Divisions with which I have any Concern,— Killeedy and Monegea and, I believe 
Newcastle, and consequently do not wish that any Alteration should be made. ’ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Geo. Meares Maunsell. 


No. 23. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 27th September 1847. 
Mr. Maunsell is perfectly satisfied with present Arrangements. 

V. J. H. 


No. 24. 

No. 30,565. D/47. 

Letter from Mr. E. Wilmot Chetwode in reply to the Circular of 
10th September. 

c- 51, Lower Mount Street, Dublin, 

T ’ . 22d September 1847. 

i have received To-day a Letter numbered and dated as above, though the 
Name Christopher Delmege, Esq., is appended to it as if intended for that 
Gentleman, to whom I conclude a similar Letter intended for me has been 
sent from tbe Poor Law Commission Office. 

It refers to a Proposition for “remodelling the Electoral Divisions of Newcastle 
“ Union, so as to make a separate Electoral Division or Divisions of the Devon 
Estates, and it proceeds to state that the Commissioners before eomin<r to a 
Decision are desirous of ascertaining the Views respecting it which may be 
entertained by me as one of the Landed Proprietors likely to be affected. 

My Property in the Newcastle Union consists of One Townland of about 
1,000 Acres Statute Measure, Name Ahavulk alias Ahawisky, which is let by 
me to one Tenant, Major Sullivan. There are, I dare say, Sub-tenants, and I 
believe it to be in a Pauper Neighbourhood. 

I understand that Lord Devon’s Estates are relatively prosperous, the Effect 
therefore of the proposed Separation of his Estates into an Electoral Division 
by themselves would evidently be to improve his Lordship’s Position at the 
Expense of such as may be circumstanced as I am. Now, although I admit 
tbe outrageous Injustice of compelling a well managed Estate, °free from 
Paupers, to pay for the Paupers of other Properties, yet I must protest against 
the still greater Outrage of separating one well circumstanced Estate of large 
Extent from an Electoral Division, and thereby increasing the Burden on the 
remaining Properties whether well or ill managed, unless the Rule be made 
general, and without reference to the Extent of the Property or the Influence 
of the Proprietor. 

Should this general Rule be acceded to, then of coarse I should be allowed 
to separate my small Property of 1,000 Acres and others elsewhere from the 
Pressure of Taxation for Pauper Neighbours. For instance, on my 1,300 Acres 
at Woodbrook, Queen’s County, there was but One Pauper Family on tbe Relief 
List, though many in my Electoral Division. 

In such Case then, viz., the throwing the Support of the Paupers of each 
Estate on its own Area, then of course I should of course not obieet to mv 
(107.) E 4 Lord 
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Lord Devon’s being accommodated in a Way which otherwise must evidently 
injure others most unjustly. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) E. Wilmot Chetwode. 

P.Si — As I am on my Way to England for a short Time I direct my Agent, 
Mr. Thomas Disney, to apply to your Office to see the proposed Alterations, &c. 
My Address in England for a Fortnight, — 2, Queen’s Parade, Cheltenham. 


No. 25. 


Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 27th September 1847* 

Mr. Chetwode against the proposed Alteration. 

W. J. H. 


No. 26. 

No. 30,693. D/47. 

Letter from Lord Muskerry in reply to the Circular of 10th September. 

Johnstown Castle, Wexford, 

Gentlemen, 23d September 1847. 

I have been favoured with your Letter of 10th instant only Yesterday, my 
having left home some Time since. I would beg to remark that before any 
thing should be done in the Proposition you allude to great Care and no hasty 
Conclusion should be come to. I should say, looking over the Matter at so 
far a Distance here, that it would be impossible to separate the Devon Estates 
from others in its Locality without very great Inconvenience and Injustice. 

I do think that the Union of Newcastle is over large, and that it might be 
divided, but not in the Way alluded to in your Letter. If such a thing was 
done for any individual Landlord no doubt it would cause many others to 
seek a similar Favour, which I should say would not help the working of the 
Poor Law. 

On my Return through Dublin in Ten Days I shall do myself the Pleasure 
of waiting on the Commissioners, and enter more fully into the Subject. 

I have, &c. 

( Signed) Muskerry. 


No. 27. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 27th September 1847. 
Lord Muskerry appears against the proposed Alteration. 

W. J. H. 


No. 28. 

No. 30,693. D/47. 

Minute of an Interview which Lord Muskerry had with the Chief Com- 
missioner on the Subject, 2d October 1847. 

Lord Muskerry attended at the Office Yesterday (the 1st instant), and 
stated that he objected strongly to the proposed Alteration in the Electoral 
Divisions in Newcastle Union. 

That the Alteration would be very unjust, unless his own Property were put 
in One Electoral Division; at the same Time he did not make a Request to this 
Effect, as he knew that the Principle could not be earned out. 


No. 29- 

No. 30,747. 

Letter from Mr. Francis Goold in reply to the Circular of 10th September.. 

® r » 21, Merrion Square, 23d September 184*7. 

In reply to yours of the 10th September, No. 30,022. D/47, respecting a 
Proposition for remodelling the Electoral Divisions of the Newcastle Union, 

I beg 
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I beg to state that if the proposed Arrangement does not increase the Size of 
any of the other Electoral Divisions I have no Objection to it, as I consider 
it a Step in the right Direction ; but if the other Electoral Divisions, or anv 
“ are t0 be increased in Extent, I do not assent to the proposed 


I remain, &c. 

(Signed) Francis Goold. 


No. 30,747. 


No. 30. 


Observation of Mr. Hancock thereon, 27th September 1847. 
Mr. Goold does not assent. 

W. J. H. 


No. 81. 

No. 30,967. D/47. 

Letter from Mr. Gubbins, on behalf of Major Sullivan, in reply to 
the Circular of 10th September. 

T * , „ , Clonnady, 25th September 1847. 

In leply to your Communication of the 10th September, relative to the 
Proposition under the Consideration of the Commissioners for remodelling 
the Electoral Divisions of the Newcastle Union on the Devon Estates, I am 
directed, as Agent to Major Sullivan, to inform you that it does not meet 
with his Approbation. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) James W. Gubbins. 


No. 30,967. 


No. 32. 


D/47. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 1st October 1847. 
Read: — Major Sullivan against. 


W. J. H. 


No. 30,968. D/47. 

Letter from Mi\ Yielding in reply to the Circular of 10th September. 

o- No. 1, Newenham Street, Limerick, 

T ’ ., tt O • • 25th September 1847- 

i had the Honour of receiving on Yesterday Morning your Letter of the 
10th instant, intimating that “ a Proposition is under the Consideration of 
“ ™ e . Commissioners for remodelling the Electoral Divisions of Newcastle 
“ Union, so as to make a separate Electoral Division or Divisions of the Devon 
“ Estates, and stating that they were desirous of ascertaining the Views of 
the Landed Proprietors interested. 

I beg to call the Attention of the Commissioners to the Fact that this 
Communication did not reach me till the Expiration of Half a Month after its 
Date. 

Judging by the Postmark it would appear that the Letters relating to this 
Matter were forwarded from Newcastle where it is well known that I would 
offer the most decided Opposition to the proposed Measure. 

1 beg leave also to state that I was in Newcastle on the 21st instant, and 
the Public in that Neighbourhood have had so little Information on the Subject 
that I did not hear a Word about it there, and yet I am certain that an 
Attempt will be made, if it has not been done ahead}', to persuade the Com- 
missioners that the Silence of the Parties interested ought to be construed as 
an Acquiescence in the proposed Measure. 

It is scarcely necessary to remind the Commissioners that the Legislature in 
discussing the Subject rejected Motions for the general rating of Unions on 
the one hand, and for small Electoral or Proprietary Divisions on the other 

( 107 0 F whereby 
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whereby large Landed Proprietors would cease to have a personal Interest in 
the occasional working of the Act beyond their own Estates. 

Now I respectfully submit to the Commissioners that the proposed Altera- 
tion has been made with the view of forming the whole or greater Part of the 
“ Devon Estates ” into One Electoral Division, and that should they be so formed 
the Result will be that the noble Proprietor will cease to have a direct personal 
Interest in the working of the Poor Law in the other Parts of the Union, which 
I consider would be a great Loss. 

I am persuaded that the Commissioners will pardon me for saying that the 
proposed Alteration would not only be contrary to the expressed Opinion of 
the Legislature, but making one Law for the Rich and another for the Poor. 

My Lands in the Electoral Division of Ardagh and Union of Newcastle 
(adjoining the Devon Estate, and in the same Electoral Division) are rated at 
800/. per Annum, and I have made Ten Miles of Road on them at my own 
Expense, gave 5 151. to the Commissioners of Public Works as a Contribution 
last Year, and obtained a Grant for 2,195/. under “ the Improvement of Landed 
“ Property Bill ” for Drainage and other Improvements thereon, which I mean 
to commence forthwith. 

I enclose a Copy of my Correspondence with the Commissioners of Public 
Works on this Subject, and beg to refer to Nos. 3 and 6 therein as Evidence of 
what I have done. 

Surely under the Circumstances I would be as well entitled to seek for a 
small Electoral Division, and undertake to find Employment for the Occupiers 
of my Lands, as Lord Devon. The Principle is the same, and there is only a 
Difference of Degree. Indeed to compare small Things with great, I have done 
much more than any other Man in the Country, for my Means, in giving 
Employment. 

To prevent Misconception, I beg to disclaim the Intention of attributing in 
the most remote Degree any thing disrespectful or unworthy to Lord Devon, 
who, I am persuaded, is most anxious to give Employment, and be useful on 
his Lordship’s Estate. 

I merely complain of his Lordship’s People here proposing to do what the 
Legislature declared in the most emphatic Language they would not sanction, 
and which I feel should not be conceded. 

In short, we cannot do without his Lordship in our Electoral Division, and the 
Legislature have enacted that we shall have him, and I respectfully demand 
that he may not be permitted to withdraw from us. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Wm. Rich. Yielding. 

P. S . — Please return me the enclosed Correspondence, and send an Answer 
here. 


No. 34. 

No. 30,968. D/47. 

Copy Correspondence referred to in Mr. Yielding’s Letter. 


No, 1 . — Copy Letter from Mr. Yielding to the Commissioners of Public Works. 

,i No. 3, Stephen Green, Dublin, 

Gentlemen, 24 , th April 1846 . 

I send herewith the Map, Estimate, and Specification of an intended new 
Road from Bucks Hill, through Glenastar, to Glensharold, situate between 
Ardagh and Athea and Gl} r n in the County of Limerick, which I propose to 
you to make moietively at the Expense of the Treasury and myself, conform- 
ably to the Provisions of the 1 & 2 W. 4. c. 33. 

The intended new Road commences at about a Statute Mile to the West 
of the Village of Ardagh, where great Scarcity of Potatoes exist at present, 
owing to the Failure of that Crop ; and as this Road can be constructed 
within the next Tour Months, it will afford immediate Employment to the 
People of that Village and the adjoining Neighbourhood during the Period 
that Want is likely to last. 

The present Road, of which the intended new Road is designed to be an 
Improvement, is the most direct from Rathkeale, through Ardagh, to Athea, 

Listowel, 
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Listowel, and Glyn; and when the intended new Hoad now proposed to he 
made will be completed it will, in connexion with Eight and P a P Half Miles 
alieady made by me on my own Lands on Glensharold and Knockfimsk at my 
otto Expense, greatly facilitate the Carriage of Limestone from the District 
in° I fb' e M mg T* B ^ c ^ s . Hl “ 0£ ere tie Limestone Land terminates), and ending 
new RoSowids §££ ” We * bey °" d tte tended 

It will also greatly facilitate the Carriage of Turf from the Moor Land to 
the Limestone District, along with which it will give the Public generally 
a a j ri ^? rec ^ ^ 0a( ^ between the Towns herein-before named. 

b 5 ew i se when this intended new Road, and another intended new Road 
520 Perches long, which is partly formed now, and that I am making through 
my Lands of Carngkerry at my own Expense altogether, will be made, the 
Public will haye an excellent and almost straight Road from Ardagh to Athea 
and Listowel for the Purpose of drawing Limestone and Turf in like Manner, 
and for the general Business of the Country too, without any Expense to the 
Country, and at an Expense of 525/. Os. 8 d. only to the Treasury, while it 
wiU cost me about 1,000/. altogether, including the 520 Perches that I purpose 
t0 rt°re P lri e Ca >' n gkerry at my own Expense, and with the Eight and 
a Half Miles already mentioned make the gross Sum expended by me in 
Koad-makmg on my Lands out of my private Resources 3,000/. 

By a Reference to Sheets 2 7 and 2 7 of the Ordnance Map of the County 
Limerick:, which I hav-e left with your Secretary for your Inspection, you will 
hud the Eight and a Half Miles herem-before mentioned marked in Yellow 
and the 520 Perches through Carrigkerry (from the Ford at the Bounds 
between it at Knockanageen to the Bridge called Aughathligeen at the 
Bounds between it and Glenagower) marked in Black dotted Lines. 

It may not be amiss that I should remind you, that I have agreed with the 
.Drainage Commissioners for a Loan for 5,000/. for the Drainage of 2,000 Acres 
of my tenants Lands at the Termination of the intended new Road for which 
1 make this Application, and that one of my Objects in seeking for the Con- 
struction of tins intended new Road is to increase the Facility for drawing 
Limestone from the District about Ardagh for the Improvement of their Farms 
and Condition generally. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) William Rich. Yielding. 


No. 2.— Copy Estimate of the probable Expense of new Road proposed to be 
made from Bucks Hill to Glensharold, situate between Ardagh, Athea 
and Glyn, all in the County of Limerick. 


sure 95. 

1,216 Perches, fencing, at id. 
60S Perches, gravelling, at " 7 s. 

20 small Gullets, at 1/. 10s. each 
15 large Gullets, at 31. 

Bridge at A. 

Bridge at B. 

Bridge at C. 


Contingencies, 10/. per Cent. 


Seven Statute Acres of Land, at 1/. per Acre, 
at Rate of 20 Years Purchase 


£ 

s. 

d. 

!a J-273 

12 

0 

- 70 

18 

8 

- 212 

IS 

0 

- 30 

0 

0 

- 45 

0 

0 

- 150 

0 

0 

- 30 

0 

0 

15 

0 

0 

827 

6 

s 

- 82 

14 

8 

910 

1 

4 

140 

0 

0 

: 1,050 

1 

4 
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No. 3. — Copy Report of William H. Owen Esq., C. E., to the Secretary of 
the Commissioners of Public Works. 


Sir, Limerick, 4th May 184G. 

I have the Honour to forward herewith the Documents connected with 
Mr. Yielding’s Application for a Grant of a Moiety of the Expense for con- 
structing a new Line of Road in this County from Bucks Hill to Glcnsharold, 
between Ardagh, Athea, and Glyn. 

I beg to state that I have very carefully examined the Locality which 
would be improved and benefited by this Road, which consists of a large 
District of highly improvable Mountains and Bog of a very superior Nature, 
and easily reclaimed. This District also supplies the lower Country for many 
Miles with Turf, viz., Newcastle, Rathkeale, Adare, Croom, &c., indeed almost 
the entire County to the River Mague, the back Loading being Limestone. 
There are no Limestone Quarries on these Lands, but they abound in the 
low Country of a very fine Quality, and particularly about Ardagh. Limestone 
is of the first Importance for these Lands, and notwithstanding the Badness of 
the Entrance to this District much has been done with it ; in fiict Mr. Yielding 
deserves much Credit for his judicious Outlay in this District. He has made 
many Miles of Road solely at his own Expense, and many Thousand Perches 
of Surface Drains ; indeed it is most gratifying to see the growing Improvements 
of this District, and in my Opinion every Assistance ought to be given to this 
Gentleman. I have carefully considered this Application, and I am decidedly 
of opinion that it ought to be granted. The lload unfortunately for about 
Half its Distance runs through the best improved Mountain Land in the 
Neighbourhood, but this cannot be avoided as the Levels do not suit for any 
other Line. The old Road cannot be rendered efficient at any Outlay that 
such a Work would warrant. I consider it unimprovable, and nothing short 
of a new Line will meet the Wants of the District betw'ecn those Two Points 
for which the Application is made. 

The Roads now existing- on to Athea are fair passable Roads, with a few 
Exceptions at Athea, which lies in very low Lands, and where there is a bad 
Hill, which it is proposed to improve, and for which Object Mr. Lauauzc, the 
County Surveyor, has made the necessary Surveys and Sections. 

The general Character of Mr. Yielding’s Roads is good, and they have been 
laid out with much Judgment. 

This District is of great Extent, consisting of Mountain and Bog, but of 
such a Description as to be most desirable to improve, and under all the 
Circumstances of the Case I am of opinion that it possesses greater Claims for 
Support than the Line proposed by the Earl of Devon and Master Goold : 
1st. — It is nearer the starving Population. 2d. — It is of much lesser Extent. 
3d.— It will give immediate Employment, and can be finished, and the entire 
Outlay expended, this Summer. 


Distress exists to a very lamentable Extent at Ardagh, which is a Village 
of the District. Employment is loudly called for, and I am of opinion that 
this Work would fully meet their Wants, besides being a Work of permanent 
Utility. However it does not open the District in which my Lord Devon and 
Master Goold are interested. The Line proposed by them would be of con- 
siderable Advantage, _ it would bring Newcastle and Athea One Mile nearer 
than Mr. Yielding’s Line, and would also open up a large District of Country 
and I am of opinion that their Application possesses considerable Claims, and 
it certainly is a Line that would be of much Service to the Property and to 
the Locality generally. Mr. Yielding’s Application is for .a Road that will be 
of great Service to the County beyond Ardagh to the Right, and my Lord 
Devon and Master Goold’s will improve the Country to the Left beyond Ardagh 
Both Lines in my Opinion are useful Works, but for the foregoing Reasons 
1 t . hmk . t ^ e Wei glit of Advantages is in favour of the short Lino, it bein- in 
point, ot fact a connecting Link, making the Chain complete for a considerable 
Dwtact; and although Mr. Yielding’s Road is no Service to my Lord Devon 
and Mr. Goold, still their Lme would be of no Service to Mr. Yielding Thev 
both possess Advantage in themselves for the Benefit of the individual Pro- 
prietors and to the Public. However this Observation requires some Amend- 
ment, inasmuch as the present Athea Road runs through a Portion of Master 

Goold’s 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



( 41 ) 

Goold’s Property, and of course any Improvement to the general Line will be 
of some Advantage to his People. 

I have examined the Plans, Estimate, and Specification, and I am of opinion 
tnat, with the Exception of the Land and Masonry, the Estimate is sufficient. 
1 would add 100/. to it, making a Total of 1,150/. Is. Ad. instead of 1,050/. Is. Ad. 

1 beg leave to return the Documents, and in doing so I wish to cali 
your particular Attention to the Memoranda, which appears to be a correct 
Statement. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. H. Owen. 

P S — -I enclose a Portion of the County Map, with an Endorsement on the 
Pack explaining the different Lines which were finished by Mr. Yielding. 


No- 4.— Joseph C. Walker Esq. to Mr. Yielding. 

T Sil ’i . , , „ Office of Public Works, 15th May 1846. 

1 am to acquaint you that the Sanction of the Treasury has been received 
for a Grant of 575/. 0s. 8 d. in aid of the proposed Piece of Road from Bucks 
Hill to Glensharold, between Ardagh, Athea, and Glyn, and Mr. Lanauze, the 
County Surveyor, has been instructed to take charge of the Road, and lav it 
out immediately for Execution. 

I am further to request that you will cause the Amount of the private Con- 
tribution in this Case— 575/. 0s. 8 d . — to be lodged to the Credit of the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works in the Bank of Ireland on account of Grants, trans- 
mitting the Bank Receipt to this Office, for which a proper Acknowledgment 
will be given. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Jos. C. Walker, 

Secretary. 


No. 5. — Copy Letter from Mr. Yielding to the Secretary of the Commissioners 
of Public Works, enclosing Receipt of the Bank of Ireland. 

o- No. 3, Stephen’s Green, Dublin, 

'^ u ’> _ 15th May 1846. 

I am in receipt of your Letter of this Day, acquainting me that the Sanction 
of the Treasury has been received for a Grant of 575/. Os. 8 d. in aid of the 
proposed Piece of Road from Bucks Hill to Glensharold, between Ardagh 
Athea, and Glyn, and that Mr. Lanauze, the County Surveyor, has been 
instructed to take charge of the Road, and lay it out immediately for Execu- 
tion, and requesting that I would cause the Amount of the private Contri- 
bution in this Case — 5/5/. 0s. 8 d . — to be lodged to the Credit of the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works in the bank of Ireland on account of Grants, and 
transmit the Bank Receipt to your Office in order that a proper Acknowledg- 
ment might be given. 

I beg leave to sa}', in. answer, that I have this Day lodged the Sum of 
575/. 0s. St?., as requested, in the Bank of Ireland, to the Credit of the Commis- 
sioners of Public Works, and will wait on you with the Receipt in order to get 
the proper Acknowledgment for same. 

I remain, &c. 

(Sigued) William Rich. Yielding. 

P. S . — I enclose the Receipt of the Bank of Ireland for the Sum of 575/. 0s. 8d. 
herein-before mentioned. 


No. 6 Joseph C. Walker Esq. to Mr. Yielding. 

Sir, Office of Public Works, ] 6th May 1846. 

I beg to acknowledge your Letter of the loth instant, enclosing a Receipt 
from the Bank of Ireland for 5/5/. 0s. 86?. lodged by you to the Board’s Credit, 
being the Amount of your Contribution towards the proposed new Road from 
(107..) E 3 Glensharold 
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Glensharold to Bucks Hill, between Ardagh, Atliea, and Glyn, in the County 
of Limerick. 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Joseph C. Walker, 

Secretary. 


No. 35. 


No. 30,968. /48. 

Letter from W. Stanley Esq. to Mr. Yielding in reply. 


Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 99th September 184*7. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 25th 
instant on the Subject of the proposed Alteration of certain Electoral Divisions 
in Newcastle Union, and in reference thereto I am to state that the Commis- 
sioners will return the Correspondence which accompanied your Letter in the 
course of a few Days. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 


No. 36. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock on Mr. Yielding’s Letter, 1st October 1847. 
I think a Copy of this Correspondence should be kept. — Mr. Yielding against 

W. J. II. 


No. 37* 

No. 30,968. /48. 

Fdrtiier Letter from W. Stanley Esq. to Mr. Yielding. 

c* Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Dir ’ 6th October 1847* 

1 am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to return to you the Correspondence which accompanied 
your Letter of 25th ultimo relative to the proposed Alteration of certain 
Electoral Divisions of Newcastle Union, and I am to state that the Subject is 
still under the Consideration of the Commissioners. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 


No. 38. 

No. 31,186. D/47. 

Letter from Mr. Thomas Locke in reply to the Circular of the 
10th September 1847. 

* .r t x.. r.-, nr Castleview, Newcastle, 27th September 1847. 

In reply to the Letter of the Poor Law Commissioners referring to a proposed 
Plan for remodelling the Electoral Divisions of the Newcastle Union, so as to 
make separate Electoral _ Division or Divisions of the Devon Estate, I have 
not the least Hesitation in stating, as a Landed Proprietor in these Electoral 
& r h - e eminen % conducive to the Prosperity of the 

tbp pi StimU l atm /T th ^ indlvldual Energies of the respective Proprietors in 
Taxiion 0ymCnt ° f Latom ’’ and redu cing thereby the future Amount of 


I have, &c. 

(Signed) Thomas Locke. 
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No. 39. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 1st October 1847. 
Mr. Locke in favour. 

W. J. H. 


No. 31,187. /48. 


No. 40. 


Letter from Mr. Eyre Lloyd to A. Moore Esq. 

Sir, Prospect House, Castle Connell, Co. Limerick, 

I read in the Limerick Chronicle of the 23th YnstoWom Letter of the 
Union 

« 5“™- i?. a , s \° m J ke “.separate Electoral Division or Divisions of the 

havVhTdtTheSuyecJ 0 ** Commissiooers tba * t b « « ‘he only Notice I 

It is unnecessary for me to inform the Commissioners that Parliament in 
discussing the Subject rejected Motions for a general ratine- of , ra it • 

rested 6 ° rf ^™ d ’ T, h ra eby la ^ e Proprietors would cease to be dee-phi Inte- 
rested, and/or small Electoral or Proprietary Divisions on the other thereby 
they would not have any Interest at all beyond their own Estates. y 

the^view of forS ra bmlt p,^ at the P ro P° sed Alteration has been made with 
tne view of foinimg the whole or great Part mf “the Devon Estates” into 
One Heotoral Di T °n, and that shotSd it be so formed the Result tf it rill 
be that the noble Proprietor of these Estates will cease to have a dhect 
personal Interest m the working of the Poor Law in other Par? of tte Unfon 
which I consider would be a great Loss. Union, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Eyre Lloyd. 


No. 41. 

No. 31,187. /48. 

Letter from W. Stanley Esq. to Mr. Lloyd in reply. 

Sir • Poor kaw Commission Office, Dublin, 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws' for Relief of 
the Poor m Ireland to acknowledge the Receipt of you? Letter of 27th ultimo 
stating your Views with regard to the Proposition for remodelling the Elec S 

teSMte" as to make a ■*“*■*«*& dm*. s 

giv: y l e, StL^fcon^"?~ d ” Ct mC t0 State tte ^ 

The Commissioners forwarded a Circular Letter on the Subject (a Copy of 
which !s enclosed) to the severdNoHemen and Gentlemen named in a List 
finmshed by the Clerk of the Un.on and purporting to contain the Names of 
the Landlords holding Property m the Electoral Divisions of Newcastle Mo- 
uagea, Killeedy, Mahoonagh, Ardagh, and Rathronan, those being the Electoral 
Divisions into which the Devon Estates extend. The List, kowhver does not 
comprise your Name, and the Commissioners will call upon the Clerk for m 
Explanation of the Omission. u 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W . Stanley, 

Secretary, 
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No. 42. 

No. 31,187. D/47. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock on Mr. Lloyd’s Letter, 18th October 1847. ’ 
Read : — Against. 

W. J. H. 


No. 43. 

No. 31,187. D/47. 

Letter from W. Stanley Esq. to the Clerk to the Guardians. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 2d October 1847. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Lavs for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to forward to you herewith Copies of Letters which they 
have received from Mr. Lloyd and Mr. Walker relative to the proposed Altera- 
tion of the Electoral Divisions of the Newcastle Union, comprising the Devon 
Estates, together with Copies of the Commissioners Replies, and I am to request 
you will explain to the Commissioners the Cause of the Names of those 
Gentlemen having been omitted from the Lists furnished by you. 

I am at the same Time to forward to you a Copy of the Lists furnished by 
you, which you are requested carefully to revise, and to return to this Office 
without Delay. 

I am, &c. 

( Signed) W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 


No. 31,337. 


No. 44. 

D/47. 

Letter from Mr. Francis Walker to A. Moore Esq. 


1, Upper Hartstonge Street, Limerick, 

bir, 29th September 1847. 

Having seen in the Limerick Chronicle of Saturday last a Statement that it 
is contemplated by the Poor Law Commissioners “ to remodel the Electoral 
“ Divisions of the Newcastle Union, so as to make a separate Division or 
“ Divisions of the Devon Estates,” and stating “ that they are desirous 
“ of ascertaining the Views of the Proprietors who would be affected by the 
“ proposed Alterations,” I beg most respectfully to protest against the in- 
tended Changes, and at the same Time to state that I think I have reason 
to complain of not having got any Notice whatever of the Intentions of the 
Commissioners, although I am a deeply interested Party, having Property in 
Four of the Electoral Divisions of that Union. In fact, but for the Chance of 
having seen the Statement in the Newspaper, a Measure seriously affecting 
my Rights and those of my Tenants would probably have been carried into 
effect without my having heard a single Word on the Subject. 

It appeal's to me that the contemplated Changes are unjust in Principle, and 
contrary to the Intentions of the Legislature, which no later than last Session 
rejected Motions for a general rating of the Unions on the one hand, and for 
making small or proprietary Divisions on the other. 

I also think that the practical Effect of such a Proceeding would be injurious 
to the general working of the Poor Laws in the Union. The present Electoral 
Divisions appear to be the most convenient possible in every point of view, 
and the proposed remodelling of them would cause a great deal of Confusion, 
and create general Dissatisfaction, and what is of still more Importance, and 
what the Legislature seemed chiefly anxious to guard against, the largest Pro- 
prietor in the Union (who as a matter of course would have great Weight and 
Influence with the Board of Guardians) would cease to have any direct Interest 
in the working of the Law as far as related to the Divisions with which he was 
no longer connected. 

For these Reasons I beg to express my Dissent to the proposed Alterations, 
And have the honour, &c. 

(Signed) Francis S. Walker. 
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„ No. 45. 

No. 31,337. D/47. 

Letter from W. Stanley Esq. to Mr. Walker in reply 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

dl . rec T ted by the Commissioners for admimstering'thfw^for Relief of 
the Pool m Ireland to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of 2Qth ultimo 
stating your Views with regard to the Proposition 

“ t0 “ ake ‘ se P ara te Electoral Division^or 

yoS duf Sd^“ Si ° nera *° State that the 7 wiU 

The Commissioners forwarded a Circular Letter on the Snbiect fa Corn, of 
winch ‘s enclosed) to the several Noblemen and Gentlemen named in a P j[ist 
furnished by the Clerk of the Union, and purporting to contain the 
rf the Landlords holding Property in the Electoral Divisions of Nwrastle 
^■ edy ’- Mah ?? na g h ’ Ardagh, and Rathronan, those being the 
Electoial Divisions into which the Devon Estates extend. The List however 
does not comprise your Name, and the Commissioners will call upon ’the Clerk 
foi an Explanation of the Omission. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 

No. 46. 

No. 31,337. D/47. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 18th October 1847. 

Read : — Against. 

W. J. H. 


No. 31,441. D/47. ^°' 4 ''' 

Letter from Mr. Standish O'Grady in reply to Circular of 10th September. 
Sir, Landscape, Clonlara, Limerick, 

As a Landed -Proprietor in the Mahoonagh Electoraf Division”^ of Newcastle 
Union I am opposed to the Proposition for remodelling the Electoral Divisions 
as stated in your Letter, No. 28,874, dated 1 0th Septanber 1847. °" S 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Standish Thos. O’Grady. 


No. 48. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 2d October 
Mr. O’Grady against. 

W. J. H. 


1847. 


No. 31,673. D/47. N °' 49 ' 

Further Report from Mr. Hancock to the Commissioners. 
Gentlemen, 

of^E»r h , e „m° ar f° re P° r ‘ "P° n .^ Application of the T^tee'srfle Estates 
Ttetu 1- if I an AIt T atlon of Six Electoral Divisions of the Newcastle 

nSn r 3 ™I craving these Estates formed into One or Two EllS 
* C ° nflne l 0bsK ™‘i°ns to the Difficulties which suggested 

fw to S e at Rep°ort a* veml 

007 - ) G The 
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The great Objection to Captain Kennedy’s Proposal is, that as there are no 
special Circumstances alleged in Lord Devon’s Case, the Alteration of these 
Electoral Divisions involves a general Revision of the Area of Taxation in 
Ireland, for the Purpose of making that Area as nearly coterminous with Property 
as possible. . 

Now such a Revision would be peculiarly unfortunate m the present State of 
Ireland, it would lead the Landlords to do what they are much disposed to do 
already,— to rely on Government Interference to extricate them from their 
Difficulties, instead of relying on their own Exertions and on the Exertions of 
their Tenantry. It would favour a System of Clearances of Labourers, at variance 
with the very Principle on which Poor Laws are founded. 

The Poor Law is not a Law to punish bad Landlords and deal leniently with 
good Landlords, it is a Law to protect the Community generally from the 
Dangers of a starving Mob and systematic "Vagrancy. 

It is, in short, a Payment by Property to secure Peace and Safety, and, like all 
other Taxes, should be levied according to the Value of the Protection derived 
from it ; that is, according to the Wealth of the Party protected, without any 
Relation to his moral Conduct, or his Conduct in the Management of his Pro- 
perty. A good Landlord requires the Protection of a Poor Law as much, if not 
more, than a bad Landlord, and if so, is equally entitled to pay for it. Now the 
Clearances of Labourers carried on extensively and systematically, as they would 
be carried on if the Landlords were taught by a general Revision of the Area of 
Taxation to diminish their Poor Rates by the Removal and not the Improvement 
of the Labourers, would disturb the Peace of the Country, create Dissatisfaction 
between different Classes, in such a Manner as to materially retard the whole 
working of Estate and Farm Improvement. 

Thus the End which all Poor Laws have in view — the permanent Peace of 
the Community — would be hazarded, if not certainly sacrificed, to the Project 
of saving good Landlords and punishing bad ones, or, more accurately 
speaking, saving good Landlords whose Estates were large at the Expense of 
bad Landlords generally and good Landlords whose Estates were too small 
to be formed into distinct Divisions. 

The Disturbance of the existiug- Area of Taxation would have an injurious • 
Effect on the Transfer of Property, because Purchasers would be deprived of 
all Means of forming a Calculation as to the probable Amount of Poor Rates ; 
and if the Principle of Property Area of Taxation were to obtain the Prepon- 
derance now sought to be given to it, the continued Transfer of Property would 
give rise to fresh Arrangements of the Electoral Divisions. Now nothing is more 
wanted in Ireland than that the Interest of the Landlord should be made as 
transferable as possible, so as to get the Mass of incumbered Property into the 
Hands of Men of Capital. 

The whole Ground of Captain Kennedy’s Application rests on his Statement 
of the Number of “ superabundant Labourers ” which he intends to get rid of 
in some Way or other, as he proposes to make Provision for them “ until they 
“ become permanently located elsewhere.” 

There is no Theory that has done more Mischief in Ireland than the Notion 
that Labour is superabundant. Captain Kennedy in the Digest of Evidence 
before the Land Occupation Commission gives the following Summary under 
the Head “ Agriculture.” “The general Tenor of the Evidence given before the 
“ Commissioners proves that, with the Exception of some Districts in the North, 
“ and some particular Localities and Estates or individual Farms in other 
“ Parts of the Country, the usual agricultural Practice throughout Ireland is 
11 defective in the highest Degree, whether as regards the permanent Preparation 
“ and Improvement of the Land , the limited Selection of the Crops cultivated, 

“ or the relative Succession and Tillage of these Crops.” 

When such is the State of Agriculture, how can it be said that Labour is 
superabundant, is not wanted ; it is the Arrangements respecting the Manage- 
ment of Land leading to such a Neglect of Agriculture which are defective, 
and not the Labourers that are superabundant. 

In the North of Ireland where the Farms are smaller than in Limerick, and 
the Population much more dense, we do not hear of superabundant Labour. 
The careful System of Agriculture there pursued gives full Employment to the 
agricultural Labourers. 

Captain 
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ment wffl“n?f elI T e f 7 ’ S ° f Iaying out 10 ’ 000 ''- iu 6™* Labourers Ernplov- 

itis W i 1 V um ,. crat 50 successfully as he anticipates ; at any rate 
wa L a t em P°sary Expedient, and cannot be repeated often. 7 

I lie Farmers are the Persons who should be the Employers of the Labourers 
Extensive V . orks executed by Landlords for the sake of giving Employment 
Work! n md t*° be . att « n f ed ," -lt ]L mall .y ° f the Evils experienced in the Public 
Ireland ' Tbe will be executed iu an expensi™ 

Manner. Theie is far more to be done by giving the Tenants SeonWtv 

snare hTw* Id™ * 0 the Im P roremeuts - If° a Landlord had Capital to 
¥enante To mtw Cases employ it more judiciously in lending it to the 
tenants to make Improvements than m undertaking the Employment of the 

itndwT hlmsel f ,9 f co . u ; se th ™ are general Improvement! which the 
Landlord can undertake with more Advantage than the Tenants but those 
are not the Improvements most wanted in Ireland, or the ones that it would 
be most profitable to begin with. 1 

• J h 'i , °f ‘e^Uog the People to rely on the Landlords for Employment 
instead of enabling the Farmers to employ them, is a very injurious one. ^ ’ 

La “ dbrds t , wl11 be Wlllm g ‘he present State of the Law to lay out 
T™!/* f T-! necessary Improvements, because they a?e generally 

Tenants for Life with their Estates entailed on their eldest Sons. If they are 
inclined to save any Money out of their Income they naturally would prefer 
kavmg it to their younger Children, instead of increasing the Inequality of 
Foitune already created by bestowing on the eldest Son. Now every Penny 
a Landlord lays out on the Improvement of his Estate goes at his Death along 
with bis Estate, and cannot be severed from it. & 

Pnm°R? eCt ii 0 i f T L /“ dlords t0 S[ ve Employment by the Compulsion of a 
Fooi Rate will be found inoperative, because they will find it better for their 
younger Children to save Money for themselves, and pay the Poor Rates than 
to invest their Money in Improvements on the Land. This explains very 
clearly why Captain Kennedy s Efforts to induce the other Proprietors to rnve 
Employment were so unsuccessful. ° 

Captain Kennedy uses another Argument in support of his Plan when he 
represents the Proprietor as receiving no Return for his Poor Rates This is a 
great Mistake ; under a System of well managed Poor Laws a Proprietor receive* 
a most valuable Return for his Poor Rates, namely, Peace and Protection. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Wm. John Hancock, 

Poor Law Inspector. 


No. 50. 

No. 31,675. D/47. 

Letter from Mr. Michael Cahill in reply to Circular of 10th September. 

r» ^ r ’i i. -n • T -1 „ Cragg, 30th September 1847. 

Only last Evening I received your Favour of the 10th, being here for the 
Winter. Since I got Possession of my Property in this Country Mr Furlono- 
Agent to the Devon Property, uniformly went on the Clearance System which 
causes few Paupers on the Estate ; and in my Opinion it would be a oreat 
Injustice to the present Union ; but if the Commissioners make the Change I 
beg they may add the Lands of Monemuck otherwise Seconlish, Garrovan 
and Renaguilla, to the Devon Estates, as they join that Property on the East 
adjoining the County of Cork, by the Boundary of which they run. Any Infor- 
mation I can give the Poor Law Commissioners on the Subject I shall feel 
most happy while I remain in this Part of the Country. 

Yours, &e. 

( Signed) Michael Cahill. 


No. 61. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 6th October 1847. 

Read:— Mr. Michael Cahill against Alteration, but if Alteration determined 
on, requests to be annexed to the Devon Estates. 

W. J. H. 
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No. 31,757. 


No. 52 


D/47. 

Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley 


Esq. 


c . No. 1, Newenham Street, Limerick, 

bir, 2d October 1847. 

I have the HoDour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Answer (dated the 
29th ultimo, and numbered “ 30,968. D/47,”) to my Letter of the 25th ultimo 
on the Subject of the proposed Alteration in the Electoral Divisions of the 
Newcastle Union, as stated in the Circular dated the 10th ultimo, and numbered 
“ 28,874. D/47.” 

As the Commissioners were not pleased to give me the most faint Idea of 
their Intention in your Answer with reference to the proposed Alteration, I 
waited on Mr. Hancock here -with the view of obtaining Information on the 
Subject, and was told that it was referred to him, and he reported on it, 
and recommended that as the Electoral Divisions were originally formed at a 
public Meeting, it would be right before making any Alteration to convene a 
similar Meeting to consider and deal with the Changes now proposed. 

If the Commissioners should be pleased to sanction an Alteration so contrary 
to the Intentions of the Legislature as that which is proposed to be made 
with reference to the Devon Estates, I presume that the Course recom- 
mended by Mr. Hancock will be adopted, and therefore I now address you, 
and take the Liberty of suggesting the Necessity (should the Earl of Devon’s 
"Views on this Subject have more Weight than Parliaments) of giving ample 
Notice through the local Newspapers of such Meeting, in order that the Parties 
interested may have Time to be assembled and consider a Matter so deeply 
important to them. 

I know that it has been urged in defence of Lord Devon’s Proposal that 
there is an Indisposition on the Part of the Proprietors of the adjoining Estates 
to give Employment, and obtain Loans under the “Act for the Improvement of 
“Lauded Property,” which renders it necessary for his Lordship’s Security to have 
his Estates formed into One Electoral Division, though Parliament has expressed 
its Opinion strongly against such a Course. 

No such Indisposition exists, but the Proprietors are, I must admit, unac- 
quainted with the Mode of obtaining Loans under the Act alluded to. This is 
the real Cause of their not availing themselves of the Provisions of the Act, 
which is calculated to do more real good than all the Millions wasted on Public 
Works. 

I felt this so strongly that I published in the “Evening Mail” of the 
1st ultimo a Letter, with a Form of Agreement between Landlord and Tenant, 
with a view of bringing this Act into more general and immediate Operation, 
and I send herewith a Number of that Paper, which contains the Letter and 
Document alluded to, as Evidence of my Anxiety on the Subject. 

I have also induced several Proprietors in the Union of Newcastle and else- 
where to avail themselves of the Statute, and to take Measures for obtaining 
Loans for employing the People at reproductive Works, and furnished them 
with all the necessary Documents and Information on the Subject. 

In addition to my own Application for 2,195 1. under the “Act for the 
“ Improvement of Landed Property,” forwarded seme Time since, an Application 
from Mr. Eyre Lloyd of Prospect House was forwarded on last Friday for 
upwards of 2,000/. ; and Mr. George Maunsell of Ballywilliam, also a Proprie- 
tor in the Union, has, on my Suggestion, instructed an Engineer to make out 
the necessary Documents for the Purpose of obtaining a Loan, and means to 
apply for about 3,000/. 

The Commissioners may rely on it that in a very short Time Lord Devon 
will have little to complain as regards the adjoining Proprietors with reference 
to Employment. All that I found necessary was to explain and point out to 
them the Advantages of obtaining Loans under the Act referred to herein, 
and they readily adopted my Suggestions on the Subject when I did so. 

Perhaps you would be pleased to substitute the enclosed Letter to Mr. Moore 
as my Answer to and Protest against the proposed Alterations of the Electoral 
Divisions mentioned in the Circular of the 10th ultimo, numbered « 28,874. 

47, as my Letter on the Subject, dated the 25th ultimo, and forwarded. to 
Mr. Moore, was written in such Haste to save the Post that I had not Time 

to 
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intended. 0 ^ and fteref ° re * ^ DOt C0 " TCy Views as clearly “ I 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Wm. Rich. Yielding. 


„ No. 63. 

No. 31,757. D/47. 

Letter to A. Moose Esq., enclosed in foregoing, which Mr. Yielding wishes to 
nave substituted for his former Letter (No. 33.) 


Sir No. J, Newenham Street, Limerick, 

T tt.t! tj „ . . . 25th September 1847. 

■ V* Honour of receiving on Yesterday Morning your Letter of the 
tOth instant, intimating that “ a Proposition is under the Consideration of 
„ S . Lonimissioners for remodelling the Electoral Divisions of Newcastle 
„ if”™’ f,° as , to make a separate Electoral Division or Divisions of the Devon 
« “States, and stating that “ they are desirous of ascertaining the Views of 
the Landed Proprietors who would be affected by the proposed Alterations.” 
... cav Z to call the Attention of the Commissioners to the Fact, that 
this Lommumcatmn reached me at the Expiration of Haifa Month after its 

Judging by the Postmark it would appear that the Letters relating to the 
Matter were forwarded from Newcastle, where it is well known that I would 
otter the most decided Opposition to the proposed Measure. 

I beg leave to state also that I was in Newcastle on last Tuesday, the 
21st instant, and that the Public in that Neighbourhood have had so little 
Information on the Subject that I did not hear a Word about it : and yet I am 
certain that an Attempt will be made, if it has not been done already, to per- 
suade the Commissioners that the Silence of the Persons interested ought to be 
construed as an Acquiescence in the proposed Measure. 

It is scarcely necessary for me to remind the Commissioners that the Legis- 
lature m discussing the Subject rejected Motions for a general rating of the 
Unions on the one hand, whereby Proprietors would cease to be deeply inte- 
rested, and for small Electoral or Proprietary Divisions on the other, whereby 
they would not have any Interest at all beyond their own Estates. 

Now I respectfully submit that the proposed Alteration has been made 
with the view of forming the whole or greater Part of the Devon Estates into 
One Electoral Division, though Parliament has expressed its Opinion strongly 
against such a Course, and that should it be so formed the Result will be 
that the noble Proprietor of these Estates will cease to have a direct and per- 
sonal Interest in the working of the Poor Law in other Parts of the Union 
which I consider would be a great Loss. 

I am persuaded that the Commissioners will pardon me for saying that the 
proposed Alteration would not only be contrary to the expressed Opinion of 
Parliament on the Subject, but making u one Law for the Rich and another for 
“ the Poor.” 


My Lands in the Electoral Division of Ardagh, and Union of Newcastle, 
(adjoining the “ Devon Estate,” and in the same Electoral Division, - ) are rated 
at 800/. a Year. V 

I have made Ten Miles of Roads at my own Expense on them, and gave 
5751. to the Commissioners of Public Works last Year as a Contribution 
towards Road-making ; and, in addition to this Expenditure, I obtained a Grant 
recently for 2,195/. under the “ Act for the Improvement of Landed Property” 
for draining and other Improvements thereon, which I mean to commence 
forthwith. 

I enclose a Copy of my Correspondence with the Commissioners of Public 
Works on the Subject of the Grant Road and my own Roads, and beg to refer 
to Numbers 3. and 6. therein as Evidence of what I assert as regards the 
Contribution and Roads. 

Surely under these Circumstances I would be as well entitled to seek for a 
small Electoral Division, and undertake to find Employment for the Occupiers 
of my Land, as Lord Devon. The Principle is the same, and there is only the 
Difference of Degree. Indeed, to compare small Things with great, I have 
(1070 G 3 done 
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done much more than his Lordship, or perhaps any other Man in the County, 
for my Means, in giving Employment. 

To prevent Misconception, I beg to disclaim the Intention of saying in 
the most remote Degree any thing disrespectful of or attributing any thing 
unworthy to Lord Devon, who, I am persuaded, is most anxious to give Em- 
ployment, and to do every thing useful on his Lordships Estate. I merely 
complain of his Lordship’s People here endeavouring to accomplish what the 
Legislature declared in the most emphatic Language they would not sanction, 
and which I feel should not be conceded. 

In short, we cannot do without his Lordship in our Electoral Division, and 
the Legislature have wisely declared that we shall have him, and I respectfully 
demand that he may not be permitted to withdraw from us. 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) Will. Rich. Yielding. 


No. 54. 

No. 31,757. D/47. 

Letter from W. Stanley Esq. to Mr. Yielding in reply. 

o' Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

T , . , . 7 th October 1847. 

1 am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letters of 25th ultimo 
instant, relative to the proposed Alteration of certain Electoral Divisions 
of Newcastle Union. 

In reference thereto I am to state that the Subject is still under the Con- 
sideration of the Commissioners ; they are not, however, prepared at present to 
make any Statement of their Views and Intentions on the Subject. 

The Object of their Circular was to elicit the Views of the Proprietors in the 
Six Electoral Divisions which would be affected by the proposed Alterations. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 


No. 55. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock on Mr. Yielding’s Letter, 8th October 1847. 
Read : — Against Alteration. 

W. J. H. 


No. 56. 

No. 31,899. D/47. 

Letter from Mr. Pierce Mahony in reply to Circular of 10th September. 

T k I 11 *’ , , _ , „ , 23, William Street, Dublin, 4th October 1847. 

In reply to your Letter of 10th September last, No. 28,874. D/47 I bee 
kave to state that I consent to the Devon Estates being made a separate 
Electoral Division or Divisions of the Newcastle Union; and at the same Time 
1 beg leave to request that the Commissioners for administering the Laws for 
Relief of the Poor m Ireland will make the Townland of Sugar Hill, which 
contains over 1,500 Acres, within the same Union of Newcastle, a separate 
Electoral Division, as I am ready to undertake, as Landlord, to pay the Poor 
Rates to be charged from Time to Time upon it. I also reqhest that the 
Gunsborough Estate, containing over 4,000 Acres, and situate in the Guns- 
borough Electoral Division, and the Listowel Union, and the Kilmeany and 
Carrunmeragh Estates, situate in the Knockanure Electoral Division of the 
FWov “ d conta ™ n g °ver 2,500 Acres, should be made Two separate 
for them' D mSIOns ’ ani as Landlord, will undertake to pay the Poor Rates 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Pierce Mahony. 
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No. 31 , 893 . D/ 47 . No. 57. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 7th October 1847. 

my A Re P OTte dS ^ Newcastle Union and Lord D «™’s Electoral Division, see 

of ah0 Tc y W0 'i 1<d ] require “ Newcas tle Union an Electoral Division 
of 1,50° Acres. If granted, so would every Proprietor of 100 Acres. Where 

dhm? H d a B ° ar ij ^, 00 “t ba got ca P abIe of holding such a Board of Gnar- 
ly ° f Uni ™ be ** "«* “ 

As to the Listowel Union the very same Principles apply, 
h™ n U p e A P.P 1,cat! ?“ comes from Mr. Crosbie, Mr. Neilson, or Mr. Ma- 

nlace’to U th ie Th 0pI1 f T •? ? err ? .'f 1 ha ™ a Grievance if any yielding takes 
^ ? hree Individuals which is not to be extended to all, and to do so 
i hold to be impossible. 

Mr. Mahony’s Undertaking is not sufficient ; it requires that the Proprietors 
kn of 1 & 2 Viet. c. 56. and the Seventy- 

second Section of the same Act, with the Extension by 6 & 7 Viet, c Q2 

not' 5 ' t 1 ^ n' t tterefore ' t0 have a Rate made upon the Proprietor' 

not os stated by Mr. Mahony, on undertaking to be rated. P 

W. J. H. 


„ No. 58. 

No. 34,911. D/47. 

Letter from Mr. J. C. Heffernan in reply to Circular of 10th September. 
Sir " 1 

n_ m ’ i . . Castle Roberts, Adare, 2d October 1847. 

IiNDtNG by your Communications received some Days since that it has 
been pioposed to tbe Poor Law Commissioners to remodel the Electoral Divi- 
sion of Newcastle so as to make a separate Division or Divisions of the Devon 
Estates, and that they are desirous of ascertaining the Opinions of the Owners 
of Property in the District upon the Subject, and laving considered the Matter 
and consumed with other Proprietors about it, I, as a Proprietor of the Electoral 
Diwsion of ICUleedy, in which I possess an undivided Moiety of the Lands of 
Ballmtobber containing about 2,100 Acres of Arable Land, beg to express 
my decided Dissent from the proposed Alterations upon the following Grounds • 
it would m my Opinion be prejudicial to the Interests of the Union in general’ 
and particularly so to some of the poorer Districts, in which there being no 
0f w ?‘ght and Influence to represent their Interests 
l K T Boar ”. of Guardians, m which Cases Mismanagement in the working 
of the Law profuse Expenditure, and heavy Taxation would be likely to ensue 
h.or these Reasons, and believing it contrary to the Intentions of the Legis- 
lature to create Proprietary Divisions, I beg to state that I, as well as the Pro- 
pnetors of the other Moiety of the Lands of Ballmtobber, (the Representative 
of the late Patrick M'Mahon Heffernan,) strongly object to tlfe proposed 
Change, one of whom Mr. Francis Spring Walker, has applied fora consi- 
deiable Sum under the Landed Property Act to be expended in the District 
m order to employ the surplus Labour, and I respectfully solicit that the 
proposed Change may not be effected, with out affording an Opportunity to 
the several Proprietors interested of unitedly considering the Matter, as many 
Union™ may UOt 16 aW<ire the geuerall}r in J m ‘ ious -E^ct of it upon the 

I have, ice. 

(Signed) John Cautillon Heffernan. 


No. 59. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 8th October 1 847. 
Read Mr. Heffernan against proposed Alteration. 

W. J. H. 
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No. 31,912. D/47. 

Letter from Mr. Godfrey Massey in reply to Circulai of 10th September. 

Sir, Castle Connell, 4th October 1847. 

I beg to acknowledge the Receipt of a Circular requesting my Opinion with 
respect to a Change now under Consideration for the remodelling the Electoral 
Divisions of the Newcastle Union, so as to form separate Divisions of the 
Devon Estates. I would have replied before this, but wished to consult some 
of the most extensive Landed Proprietors as well as the heaviest Rate-payers in 
the Union, and having done so, beg to say there was not one with whom I 
conferred but came to the Conclusion that such a Change would be both 
uujust and injurious to then- Interests, as also to that of the Union, and that it 
would have the worst Effect in the practical working out the Poor Law. I 
cannot but observe that it appears to me it would be in direct Opposition to 
the Views of the Legislature, who rejected Motions for the general ratio o- 0 f 
Unions, as also for the making small Electoral or Proprietary Divisions, I also 
think that any Change now would cause much Discontent and Inconvenience 
and retard the Collection of the Rates. For those Reasons, and many others I 
might advance were I to enter more fully into the Case, I beg most respect- 
fully to enter my Protest against the Change under Consideration. 1 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Godfrey Massey. 

P. S. I beg to state for the Information of the Commissioners, when this 
contemplated Change was mentioned it caused much Excitement in the Union, 
all the Rate-payers being proud of having so influential a Person as the Earl of 
Devon to watch over the Interests of the Union, which they looked on as one 
of the best regulated in this County. 


No. 6l. 

Observations of Mr Hancock thereon, 7th October 1847. 
Read : Mr. Massey against the proposed Alteration. 

W. J. H. 


No. 32,075. D/47. N °‘ 

Letter from the Clerk to the Guardians to W. Stanley Esq. 

Sir, Newcastle Workhouse Office, 

1847 E No 3™ 187 a D/4°7 ledg f f ■ tIle ^ ece i pt ° f T” Lett “ 'sa October 
h, the' Rate Books £ ,n » Kp y hereto We to state that I do not find 
m tne Kate Dooks of the Six Electoral Divisions of the Newcastle Union 

iifwhiVWh aS T?’ Mo S a f ea ’ KHleedy, Ardagh, Mahoonagh, and Kathronan’ 
<? w ? ‘be Devon Estates are situate, the Names of Eyre Lloyd or Francis 
in S 9™ er V>L. Occupiers, but I find both those Names as 0™ 

m the Electoral Division of Kilmeedy in this Union. The List is returned 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Kerry Moone. 

Clerk of Newcastle Union. 


No. 32,779. D/47. N °’ 

Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley Esq. 

Sir, No. 96, Lower Baggot Street, Dublin, 

7th instant^trel^iye U to th this Evening your" Letter of the 

« ^the Subject ^ t ItilWvT P r 0pM -5 A terat T “ Union), intimating that 
“ howevefnreLed ^ Nation of the Commissioners, who are not 

“ which would ta 

The 


Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 



( 53 ) 

St„ COmm i SSi ™,l rS i S Ve no . t . been Pleased to say (if they should be disposed 
at all to comply with a Proposition so contrary to the declared Views of a We 
Majouty of the Legislature) whether they will or will not act on Mr. Han- 
cocks Report and Recommendation to convene a public Meeting by Notice 
“ 1 *?. ’°. caI Nc^papers, and thus elicit the Views of the Propitom in the 
constitutional Manner pointed out. ^ 

rh^p 0, ? r0p m e f°^ and Hate W er 1 again respectfully request an Answer on 
C — i -ill favour me with when 

niJ he C ° mmiss j on ™ have not been pleased also to notice the Conduct of their 
Officer who neglected to post the Circular of the -10th ultimo till the 23d, as 
appears by the Newcastle Postmark. 

I am persuaded that the Commissioners will not be offended with me for 
"rtf* them - that the Le S islatm ' e armed them with extraordinary (and I 
will add unconstitutional) Powers to enable them to carry out its Intentions 
jully and decidedly ; that it appointed them Trustees for the destitute Poor and 
Rate-payers generally and not for the Earl of Devon individually, or rather not 
for Lord Courtenay (who is now associated with the Poor Law Commission, 
and I believe the Personage beneficially interested in the Estates alluded to) 
and that any Departure from its expressed Will would be, I submit, unfair to 
the Rate-payers without their unanimous Consent, as well as a Breach of Trust 
with reference to the Legislature itself. 

I respectfully submit the following Questions to the Consideration of the 
Commissioners with reference to this Subject. 

Will the Interests of the Rate-payers and destitute Poor in the Six Electoral 
Divisions m the Union of Newcastle (into each of which Parts of “ the Devon 
Estates now extend) be better attended to, and more cared for, with Lord 
Devon deeply concerned, as he now is, in their Management, or with his Lord- 
ship altogether unconcerned in such Management, as he would be if his Estates 
should be formed into an Electoral Division ? 

I believe it will require little Consideration to come to the Conclusion that 
it would be the Interest of these Six Electoral Divisions to have Lord Devon 
deeply concerned in their proper Management, as he is now; and if so that 
unless his Lordship is to be treated differently from others, the proposed 
Alterations should not be made. r r 

I know that many Persons think that it would be very desirable to make each 
Proprietor provide either Employment or Pood for the Occupiers of his own 
Land, and I think so myself too, but the Legislature thought and decided 
otherwise ; and till a Majority will declare for a Formation of Proprietary 
Electoral Divisions, I am persuaded that the Commissioners will concur with 
me in thinking that it is our Duty to bow to its Will, and bend to the Circum- 
stances in which it has been pleased to place us. 

Should the Legislature hereafter decide that Proprietary Electoral Divisions 
ought to be formed, no Person will be readier to carry out the Principle 
promptly than I will ; hut till the Commissioners will be in a Position to adopt 
such a Course generally, as has been proposed by Lord Devon, I trust that 
they will not make any one an Exception to the Rule laid down by Parliament, 
no matter how amiable and worthy and exalted the Personage seeking for such 
Division may be. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) William Rich. Yielding. 

P- S . — I will thank you to direct such Answer as the Commissioners may be 
pleased to give to this Letter to my present Address in Town. 


No. 64. 

No, 32,779. D/47. 

Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Yielding in reply. 

0 . Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

bir s 14th October 1847. 

With reference to your Letter of 9th instant relative to the proposed 
Alteration in certain Electoral Divisions of Newcastle Union, and requestino- 
• (107.) H * thl 
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t! 1 Answer as to whether they are disposed to “ act on 
Mr. Hancock s Report and Recommendation to convene a public Meeting- by 
‘ Not j? e m the local Newspapers, and thus elicit the Views of the Proprietors' ” 
T, aD r> ^ ire . cte ^ ky the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the loor in Ireland to state that there must be some Misapprehension as to 
the Report of Mr. Hancock to which you refer, which does not contain any 
liecommendation that a public Meeting be convened on the Subject. 

The Commissioners are not prepared to state what further Steps they will 
take m the Matter until they receive Replies to their Circular Letter of the 
i2 - , u ' ™° fr ?^ ™ ve ° f J he Proprietors. At present not more than One 
Third of the whole Number have replied. 

The Circular would have been sent direct from this Office, but the Com- 
missioners had not the Addresses of the several Proprietors, and they therefore 

NewSstle 1 t0 ^ ° f ^ Un '° n ° n tlle llth ultim0 t0 despatch from 

for^dffigT !SSi0nerS ^ ° al1 UP ° n h ' m fOT ™ Ex P Ianation of the Delay in 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 


No. 32,779. D/47. 

Letter from W. Stanley 


No. 65. 

Esq. to the Cler to the Guardians. 


Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Ireland Commissioners for administering the Laws for Rehrf of ’the Poor in 
Letters Communications from which it appears that the Circular 

Letteis which were forwarded to you from this Office on the llth ultimo 
^erfnrJl 0 lY - belng ,, despatched to the several Proprietors of Land in the 
Electoral Divisions of Newcastle Union, which comnri<?f» thp Daimn t? . , 
were not despatched from Newcastle until the 23d ultimo Estates, 

have been made at the Delay. The 

the dY” ®°? d “ fu ™ sh ‘b 6111 m th some Explanation as to 9 the Cause > of 
the Delay m forwarding the Circular alluded to. * 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 


No. 66. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock on Mr. Yielding's Letter and Reply 
16th October 1847. r J 

See my first Report. ,,, T rT 

W . J. H. 


No. 32,794.' D/47. 

Letter from Mr. Hugh Masset in reply to Circular of 10th September. 

In reply to your Circular re.,wG.,-„ .a S ? ne,i . lle ’ Rathkeale, 9th October 18«. 
Electoral Division in its^ the forming of Devon Estate into an 

tion of the Newcastle Onion VbY l ™ C0Imected ™th any other Por- 
because by so doing a very heavy SurdJ 6 t0 t \ a * 1 am °PP osed to it, 

Division with which this Estate is at presentTnnected TO ™ EleCt ° ral 

Were - ' 
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^SMSssSt^asa-a; 

I am, &c. 

(Signed) Hugh Massey. 


No. 68. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 14th October 1847. 
Read : — Against Alteration. 

W. J. H. 


No. 33,152. D/ 47. N °' 69 ' 

Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley Esq. 

Sir, 96 > Lower Baggot Street, Dublin, 

I BEG to call the Attention of the Commissioners to the' foiling IWranh • 
« t e W p are S ad ‘° ea ™ our honourable Neighbour, Ear? Devon £ 
the Prospect of a speedy Release from all the pecuniary Obligations which 
were enta. ed on the Property by the late Earl, an Act having S bcen pis ed 
to enable the Trustees to sell the Irish Estate, which is valued at 300 0001 
and will pay off every body.”— Western Times. ’ ’ 

Report says that the Proposition for remodelling the Six FWt-nval n;™- 

made 6 which “the De”og Sat ^“elndT™ 

made with the view of forming these Estates into a separate or Seventh Electoral 
Division in order to facilitate the Sale and increase the Value of them £ the 
I D° ne - 0fthe 0BcMs of ‘he Poor Law Commission 

Dixons P f h<S het Pro P r,etors and Hate-payers of these Sin Electoral 

I feel persuaded that the Commissioners will not allow the Poor Law Acts 
to be perverted to such a Purpose, and that Lord Courtenay himself, when be 
will consider the Matter, will not be a Party to such a Proceeding. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Wm. Rich. Yielding. 


No. 70. 

No. 33,152. D/47. 

Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Yielding in reply. 

Cj r Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

t j-4.j-Ui.t-n •• „ 14th October 1847. 

1 am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor m Ireland to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of 12th instant 
calling the Attention of the Commissioners to a Paragraph in the “ Western 
Times Newspaper, and further informing the Commissioners that it is 
reported “that the Proposition for remodelling the Si* Electoral Divisions in 
the Union of Newcastle (mto which the Devon Estates now extendi was 
“ made with the ™w of forming these Estates into a separate or Seventh 
“ Electoral Division in order to facilitate the Sale and increase the Value of 
“ them for the Vendor, Lord Courtenay, now one of the Officials of the Poor 
“ Law Commission.” 

In reference to your Allusion to Lord Courtenay the Commissioners deem 
it right to inform you that his Lordship is not in any way connected with the 
Commission appointed to administer the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 


(1070 
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No. 33,314. D/47. 


No. 71- 


Letter from Mr. W. S. O’Brien in reply to Circular of 10th September. 


Sir, Cahirmoyle, 13th October 1847. 

In reply to your Circular of the 10th September, relative to the Proposal to 
form an Electoral Division composed of the Devon Estate, I beg to state that 
upon general Principles I have always been adverse to Proposals for isolating 
the Estates of Individuals in making Arrangements for relieving the Poor of 
Ireland. 

The Maintenance of the Poor is a common Burden in which all Members of 
Society ought to be interested, and Pauperism ought to be relieved by Pro- 
perty in such a Manner as that Property of every Kind should contribute to 
the Burden. 

I am aware that much specious Argument may be advanced in favour of 
Estate Electoral Divisions, but upon the whole I think that the Arguments 
against this Arrangement preponderate. 

After making Inquiries with respect to the Relations of Pauperism to Pro- 
perty upon the Devon Estate as compared with the rest of the Union, I do not 
perceive that there is any Reason to suppose that the Proposal is made with a 
view to obtain an unfair Advantage by a new Adjustment of these Relations, 
but the Commissioners will not fail to perceive that if they yield to the 
Solicitation of Lord Devon they will find it difficult to resist similar Appli- 
cations when made from other Quarters. Take, for instance, the Estates in 
which I am myself interested. How can the Commissioners refuse to place the 
Estates of Lady O’Brien and of myself in a separate Electoral Division, if such 
an Advantage be granted to Lord Devon ? Hitherto no Pauper, I believe, has 
been admitted into the Workhouse from our Estates. Why, therefore, should 
we not seek an Arrangement which would be so beneficial to us ? Upon what 
Pretext can it be refused if sought ? 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. S. O’Brien. 


No. 72. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, ISth October 1847. 

Read Against. This Letter is important, coming from the Chairman of 
the Union, and Member of Parliament for the County of Limerick. 

1 had an Opportunity of seeing Lord Clare on Saturday, and he stated that 
all the Proprietors to whom he had spoken, having Propertv in the Newcastle 
Union, were against the proposed Alteration of the Devon Estates. 

W. J. H. 


No. 73. 

No. 33,669. D/47. 

Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley Esq. 

c- 96, Lower Baggot Street, Dublin, 

r ’ o tt r . . , 15th October 1847. 

1 HAD the Honour of receiving last Night your Letter of Yesterday. 
(“No. 32,779- D/47. Newcastle Union,”) and beg to sav in reply that 
what 1 mentioned in my former Communication respecting Mr. Hancock and 
the public Meeting is correct, at least I understood the Observation to be what 
1 stated. 

Indeed, if I am not greatly mistaken, there was a Gentleman present at 
Cruises Hotel in Limerick who will confirm my Statement, and I think it 
you will apply to Mr. Hancock, that he will do so himself, 
r L had v w Hon , om ' “ lso 'f receiving at the same Time likewise your Second 
Letter of kesterday, (“ No. 33,152. D/47. Newcastle Union,”) saying that 
Lord Courtenay is not m any way connected with the Commission appointed 

“ to 
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“to administer the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland.” I believe, however 
tha,t his Lordship is the Secretary of the Parliamentary Committee apnointed 
to inquire into the Poor Laws in both Countries. appointed 

T ordsh® leave at the same Time to observe, that what I said respecting hi* 
Loi dship and Mr. Hancock is, comparatively speaking, of little Moment ® 

ofl^srs ?h bj r tS f0t ( f onside f ation are > the Question I had the Honour 
• w Commss ‘? Mra m my Letter of the 9th instant, and the 
Votes o£ the Legislature respecting “ Proprietor^ Electoral Divisions, to which 

enir g ren e l e £hi'se e Ss : ^ heir A “ e " tion - “ *ey have not been pleased to 

I am persuaded that the Course taken for eliciting the Views of the Pro- 
pnetois will not only be deemed unsatisfactory, but may also be regarded 
HoIe-and-Corner" Proceeding, though I feef at the same S Time 
should it be so regarded that it will be taking a most erroneous View of it 
with reference to the Intentions of the Commissioners. 

fu ell t Ve that tlle Commissioners would not be disposed to make the 
proposed Alterations, or even to entertain the Proposition at all, if they were 

Shx Electoral 8 "n' ai ' I1 ' m ^ Se ^ f) tv^ at ™n all the other Proprietors of the 

but Electoral Divisions so often referred to, except Lord Courtenay 

Judging by the Letters addressed to me, I believe also that the Cornmis 
sioners wdl not be influenced by my Remonstrance on the Subject ; and as I 
cannot at the Moment petition Parliament, I must only call the Attention of the 
Government and Public to it, and endeavour to prevent a Measure calculated 
m my humble Opinion, to pauperise all the Proprietors and Rate-payers in the 
to and his Tenantry” mter<!Sted ’ "' ,th the Exce P tion of the Nobleman alluded 

Shiee I came to Town I have ascertained that Two Proprietors in the Union 
of Newcastle (one of whom has Property in Four of the Electoral Divisions 

Alteration ^ DeV °" eXte “ d) haVe had ““ Notice of the F™P0Md 

Surely this State of Things ought to convince the Commissioners of the In- 
sufficiency of their Circular of the 10th ultimo to ascertain the Views of all the 
Proprietors, and that any Mode of proceeding, except convening a public 
Meeting through the local Newspapers, will be found inadequate to elicit the 
Opinions of the Parties interested, should the Commissioners be inclined to 
make the proposed Alteration, and determined on disregarding the Opinions of 
the Majority of the Legislature ou the Subject. ^ 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Wm. Rich. Yielding. 


No. 74 

No. 33,669. D/47. 

Letter from the Commissioners to Mr. Yielding in reply. 

Sir P° or Law Commission Office, 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering tteLawsfor Relief of 
the Foor m Ireland to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 15th 
instant on the Subject of the proposed Alteration of certain Electoral Divisions 
of Newcastle Union and I am to request that you will be so good as to men- 
tion the Names and Residences of the Two Proprietors who you say have not 
been addressed on the Subject. J J 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 

No. 75. 

No. 33,706. D/47, 

Letter from Clerk to the Guardians to W. Stanley Esq. 

Oj r Newcastle Workhouse Office, 

r ’ , i i i , v« 16th October 1847. 

* *° acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 15th instant, 

No. 32,/ 79. D/47, with reference to the Circular Letters which were forwarded 
(107.) H 3 t0 
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to me from the Poor Law Commissioners Office on the 1 1th ultimo for the 
Purpose of being despatched to the several Propriet.ors of Land in the Electoral 
Divisions of Newcastle Union, which comprises the Devon Estates, and in which 
it is stated that Complaints have been made that they were not despatched 
from Newcastle until the 23d ultimo. 

In reply I beg to state that the Circulars referred to were despatched by me 
the Moment I ascertained the Residence of the Proprietors to whom they were 
directed, some on the Day I received them, and so on. I had to refer to 
Thom’s Almanack in many Cases for want of other Information, the Tenants and 
others -with whom I communicated not being able to afford me the Information 
required, nor even the Residence of the Agents, many of the Proprietors 
residing in England and in different Parts of Ireland, who are hardly ever 
known to their Tenants, excepting by the Agent, who perhaps comes once or 
twice a Year to receive the Rents. There are Five of the Letters which I 
return, not being able to find out the Residence of the Persons to whom they 
are directed. 

I have, &c. 

( Signed) Kerry Moone, 

Clerk of Newcastle Union. 


No. 76. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 22d October 1847. 

Rtad : I do not know the Addresses of the Five Names returned. There 

I8 , a I™ 18 0 Esc b residing at Grange, Limerick, but I do not know 

whether it may be the same. 

The Clerk might be able to procure the Names of the Agents, and the 
Letters might be forwarded to the Agents Address. 

W. J. H. 


No. 77. 

No. 33,706. D/47. 

Letter from W. Stanley Esq. to the Clerk to the Guardxans in reply. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

I am directed by- the Commissioners for administering' the^LawffOT Relief of 
7 Iri i land T ,. t0 acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 16 th 
inth W tu r™f Elve Copies of the Commissioners Circular Letter of the 
10th September last relative to the Proposition for the Alteration of certain 
Electoral Divisions of Newcastle Union, as you were unable to ascertain the 
Residence of the Persons to whom they are directed. ascertain the 

th" ^thelcircular might^be foiwarded to 

m question! withFive t0 t *” y °“ 

I have, &e. 

(Signed) W. Stanley, 

Secretary. ■ 


No. 33,777. D/47. 


No. 78. 


Letter from Mr. Y I elding to W. Stanley Esq. 

Sir, 96, Lower Baggot Street, Dublin, 

D/47“N™Stk Union'r^^ y°“ Latter of the 16t“nsStTNa 33,669 

by the Postman here at aCi 

(wthTdo r r yo n the 

Names of the Proprietors XdS t • tanty at tte Moment) as well as the 

To-morrow, in compliance with: the Wishes rftheCoimtsfoneP 5 * 11 " 
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0 l!§es=?s! 

known 0 " “ CTentS 4,11 hlS ExceUenc / s Views on tie SubjectViU be made 
I have not forwarded your Letter of the I6th instant tn T T » 

ExceHen” 7 M ° meilt W ‘ th reference t0 the Mc rits of the Case submitted to his 
I am persuaded that I am much under the Mark when I tell vou that th, 

Y° b r7 Zwv th ? Dev ? a Estates, will put at least 60,0001, that is Four 

5S?B ItSiS 2s» Z f * 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Wm. Rich. Yielding. 


Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 22d October 1847. 

r It a PP ears that an Estate Bill was passed in the last Session of Parliament 
I endeavoured to get a Copy when I was at Newcastle, but did not succeed 
I piesume a Copy could be procured from the Private Bill Office London 
It is stated that the Estate Bill enables the Trustees to sell the Estates ■ but 
I merely give the general Report upon the Question, in order to understand 
proposed Change! US1011 Ex P ectati °H of the Realisation of 60,000/. by the 

W. J. H. 

„ No. 80. 

No. 34,058. D/47. 

Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley Esq. 

Sir, 96) Loiper Baggot Street, Dublin, 

rT 4 s ™ y?“' Ea ™“- of the 1 6th instant, “ No. S3,669! h Dy^^Newcastle 
S°f’ -a klCh 1 y answ “ ed Yesterday, you request me to give the Names 
f? d mfn d i? CeS ° f t le T 7f Proprietors in this Union to whom the Circular of 
of th W ft n T 0t addressed b Y Mr - Moore (as stated in my Letter to you 

wb^T b 5 ? mStaIlt )’ 1 n ° w J n . nex not onl 7 these T «'° Names, but another aio 
who I believe never received it ’ 

The Honourable John Massey, No. 2, Merrion Street 

J °toe^^btr’and L - 15 -’ ^ W Str ^ b °‘ b <* 

Captain John Evans, No. 26, Park Street, Bath. 

Judging by the Circular of the 10th ultimo, I would infer that it is intended 
to remodel the whole of this Union ; but a Friend of mine told me that he saw 
a Letter from you, stating that it is designed to alter only Six Electoral Divi- 
sions of the Union into which 1 the Devon Estates ” extend, which I have 
assumed to be the Fact, though he could not name them, 
a 1 b b ° b % ed b 7 y? m informing me which the Commissioners intend to 
do, and whether I have been correctly informed or not 5 and if onlv the Six 
Electoral Divisions into which these Estates extend are to be altered I will 
thank you to name them as I have not as yet seen any Document stating what 

f“ar£;sr the SUbjeCt 0f Dls “ ssi ™> a ” d ba - Information 
( I07 ') H 4 Surely 
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Surely Mr. Moore’s Circular of the 10th ultimo should state distinctly which 
was intended, where there are Thirteen Electoral Divisions in the Union. 

If the Case was in a Court of Justice the Proceedings would be quashed, 
and the Parties turned out of Court for such defective Notice beyond all 
Doubt. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Wm. Rich. Yielding. 


No. 81. 

Observations of Mi’. Hancock thereon, 22d October 1847. 

The Circular should be issued to the Address given, stating that Mr. Yielding 
had furnished the Name and the Address, although the Clerk of the Union did 
not find their Names upon the Valuation and Rate Books of the Union. 

W. J. H. 


No. 82. 

No. 34,058. D/47. 

Letter from A. Moore Esq. to Doctor Anster and Captain Evans, forwarding 
Copy of Commissioners Circular of 10th September (a Copy had been 
previously forwarded to Mr. Massey). 

q. Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

_ 25th October 1847. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to forward to you the enclosed Copy of a Circular which 
they have caused to be issued to the several Proprietors of Land in the Electoral 
Divisions of Newcastle Union, which comprise the Devon Estates, relative to 
a proposed Alteration of certain Electoral Divisions of that Union. W. R. Yield- 
ing has furnished the Commissioners with your Name and Address as a Landed 
Proprietor in one of the Electoral Divisions comprising the Devon Estates, 
although the Clerk of the. Union did not find your Name upon the Valuation 
and Rate Books of the Union, 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Arthur Moore, 

for Secretary. 


No. 83. 

Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley Esq, 

o* 96, Lower Baggot Street, Dublin, 

a /~t • • , 21st October 1847. 

As the Commissioners were not pleased to direct you to name the Electoral 
Divisions that are proposed to be altered in the Union of Newcastle, I have 
made Inquiry elsewhere on the Subject with reference to the Electoral Divi- 
sion of Ardagh m which I am interested, and I find that, should the Devon 
Estates be formed into a separate Electoral Division, the Effect in that Division 
will be to cast the Support of the Paupers of the populous Village of Ardagh 
°“ . the i1 rem 4!“ ng Pi’opnetors, including myself, though “ the Devon Estates” 
adjoin this Village, and my Land is Three Miles away from it. Is this fair ? 

I believe that nearly similar Effects will be produced by the proposed Mea- 
sure as regards other Villages, which, I understand, are situate in the Electoral 
Divisions proposed to be altered. 

Paupers of the adjacent Villages is to be taken 
on Estates,” and cast upon the other Proprietors 
ito which these Estates now extend, 
dll be good enough to let me know the Names 
e Union of Newcastle in which the Changes are 
will be informed on this Point it is impossible 
of the intended Measure. 

Has 


In short, the Support of the 
off the Proprietor of “ the De\ . 
of the Six Electoral Divisions ii 
I must again request you w 
of the Electoral Divisions in th 
proposed to be made, for till I 
to judge fully of the Operation 
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ha^pl^lrf 0 ^ 0111 UUim ° be “ 8Ct ‘° the Persons who 

Wyndham Goold .Esquire, 21, Merrion Square North, 

Thomas Frtejerald^ Esquire, Q.C., 31, Merrion Square North and 
John Christopher Delmege, Esquire, Castlepark, Limerick • 

ggffla&assKs 

I liave, &c. 

(Signed) Wm. Rich. Yielding. 


No. 84. 

Explanatory Memorandum relating to the Correspondence with Mr. Yielding, 
laid before the Board with the above Letter. 

1 ? \ Ie - Y f “ m °. ob je cteiJ to the Proposal, and in doing so remarked noon the 
“ r ’ tho “S h dated tbe 10th, was not despatched from New- 
castle until the 21st September. This Letter was acknowledged, but the Delay 

Art the . C,rcukr ™ s not adverted to. He then wrote again stating 

that as the Commissioners had not given him any Idea of their Intentions hi 
had waited on Mr. Hancock, who told him he had reported on the Subiect and 
“ P}‘ ll, ° Meet ' n S- The Answer was to the Effect that tire Subject 
™ q. der Co “ s ’ d . e ™ h0 "’. but tbat they were not at present prepared to mike 
any Statement of their Views and Intentions. That the Object of the Circular 
was to elicit the Views of the Proprietors in the Electoral Divisions. 

would art «' rd P ressin g‘°. know whether the Commissioners 

would act on Mr. Hancocks Recommendation to convene a public Meeting 
and again adverting to the Delay in forwarding the Circular, urging his vS 
as opposed to the Proposition alluding to Lord Courtenay as undated wrth 
had Commissioners Iu r «P>y he was informed that no such Recommendation 
had been received from Mr. Hancock, and that the Commissioners were not 
prepared to state what further Steps they would take until they received more 
Replies to the Circular, not more than a Third having yet answered, and that 
Delay 10DelS W0Uld CaU “ ptm the CIerk ftr an E H> lma tion of the 

The Paper having been referred to Mr. Hancock, he seems to be under the 
Impression that he did make some such Recommendation as Mr. Yielding 
a JL^ es 5 -[ ca nnot, however, find it in bis Report. 

,,, e i:) Cler K® Explanation of the Delay is, that he could not find the Addresses 
of the Proprietors ; some he got from Thom’s Almanack, and Five he has returned 
being unable to obtain the Addresses. He states that in many Cases the Pro- 
prietor is not known to the Tenants, except by his Agent, who comes once or 
twice a Year to receive the Rents. 

„ A Fourth Fetter was received in which Mr. Yielding again referred to Lord 
Courtenay as having a direct personal Interest in the Matter, and as being now 
one ot the Officials of the Poor Law Commissioners.” He was informed he 
was mistaken as to Lord Courtenay being connected with the Commissioners. 

He replied, stating Lord Courtenay “ is Secretary of the Parliamentary 
“ Committee appointed to inquire into the Poor Laws in both Countries ” 
repeating some of his former Statements, characterising the Course taken for 
eliciting the Views of the Proprietors as “ a Hole-and-Corner ” Proceeding and 
stating he knew of Two Proprietors who had no Notice of the Proposal. 

He was asked to name the Proprietors alluded to. In reply he promised the 
Addresses, stated that he had submitted the Correspondence to his Excellency 
excepting the last Letter (which however was unimportant), that Letter havm'cr’ 
as he alleged, been posted on Sunday, the Wafer being wet when he received 
it at Two o’Clock in the Day from the Postman. 

(107.) I 0n 
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On Inquiry it appears that the Letter being too late for the Post of Satur- 
day Evening was put into the Post at a late Hour on Saturday Night. 

That Letter was not answered. Late on the Evening before last a Seventh 
Letter was received from him giving Three Names (Two of which are not on 
the Clerk’s List) as not having received the Circular, complaining that the 
Circular was not sufficiently explicit, and asking the Names of the Electoral 
Divisions in question. To answer this Letter required a Reference to former 
Papers, which I was unable, from press of other Papers, to do last Night. A 
further Letter (the Eighth) is received this Morning, complaining again that 
the Circular is not sufficiently specific, suggesting that the occupying Rate- 
payers and Tenantry ought to have Notice, and names Three other Proprie- 
tors with regard to whom he wishes to know if they have received the 
Circular. 


Reference to Mr. Hancock thereon. 

Mr. Hancock.— How do you recommend the Commissioners to set to work 
in order to have Communication with all the Proprietors ? 


No. 86. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock in reply to the above References. 

When the Union of Newcastle was formed the Instructions were to consult 
the Proprietors of Property affected by the proposed Union and proposed 
Electoral Divisions. The Assistant Commissioners, when they had obtained 
Information to enable them to prepare a Union, and the Formation of Elec- 
toral Divisions, were in the habit of requesting the Attendance of the Proprie- 
tors and others interested in the proposed Scheme at a public Meeting to be 
held upon a Day named. The Publication of the Request was by Notice in a 
local Newspaper, and by printed Handbills sent to all Police Barracks, and 
Official of any Head within the prepared Districts, and to all Proprietors whose 
Addresses could be ascertained. 

I believe in the Case of the Newcastle Union this Course was pursued, but 
I am quite sure a public Meeting was held at which all the Questions of 
Union and Electoral Divisions Area were fully discussed. The Assistant Com- 
missioners met the Objections as they best could, and reported fully, when 
necessary for the Commissioners to make a final Decision. 

I do not think in the present State of the Newcastle Union it would be 
practicable to hold a public Meeting, particularly after the riotous Assemblies 
which have taken place in the Newcastle Union and in the adjoining Unions of 
Rathkeale and Kilmallock, without increasing a serious Risk of a Breach of 
the Peace, and not arriving at a satisfactory Result. 

I know of no better Plan than writing the Letters, but many Persons 
still do not know exactly what is wanted by the Trustees of the Devon 
Estates. If the Country was peaceable I think a public Meeting might have 
been a proper Course, but at present it appears to me to be out of the Ques- 
tion to hold any public Meeting upon the Question which was capable of 
being so much misunderstood. 

I have marked Paragraphs at (A) in Mr. Banks’s Note. Mr. Yielding is 
under some Misapprehension. 

In my Report, as far as my Memory serves (for I have no Copy), I stated 
I had met Lord Clare, and that he was the only Person I had an Opportunity 
of consulting, and I thought I had stated that the other Proprietors should 
have an Opportunity of stating their Views. My Impression at that Time was 
to have a Meeting held as in the Formation of the Uniou and Electoral 
Division. Circumstances are however materially altered in that respept by the 
late riotous Assemblies in the Union. I do not think any public Meeting 
could now be held on the Question without a Risk of very serious Conse- 
quences to the Peace of the District. 

If 
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would be to have Captain Kennedy's Letter L tIjT? 1 rec °™end 
eircukted amongst th e P other Proprietors, and I^r^e F Sre U th a P r ted / nd 

pSgSSTto* 'dot be made t0 Captein K ™ J y “» to^Lord &e d fe 
pojS^^ and 

W. J. H., 22d Oct./47. 

and ° f CaSt,ePark ’ Christ °P her 


No. 34,325. D/47. N °‘ 8/ ' 

Letter from Mr. B. Banks to Mr. Yielding. 

Sir, Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin 

care that no auiL*; P - _ on “ e , Subject, further than that they will take 
wdhout affording such Ste 

t“SS Ar^ h f^ e LX“r sed are Nw: 

Loa Slmo S the Comm” '"“t 8 C ™™ssioners Circular Letter of the 

a^saarj^^aa-tjB 

iliPinsissHtss 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) B. Banks, 

for Secretary. 


„ No. 88. 

No. 34,341. D/47. 

Extract from Guardians Minutes, 19th October 1847. 

Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians at a 
Meeting held on Tuesday the 19th Day of October 1847. 

T ,, „ . Present : 

In the Chair : — Michael Leahy. 

M 0tl ? er G “ ar 4' an s : — -Thomas Locke, Captain Kennedy, Bryan Sheehy William 
MUrP (107T) DaVli LSahy ’ Thomas Em % ht ’ J°l>n F. Creroin, Jererriah Fitz- 
^ ^ gibbon, 
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gibbon, John Meehan, Hugh Murry Gun, David Hannigan, Mathew O’Donnell, 
Henry Sheehy, Edward Irwan, Charles Plummer, James Wigmore, Edmond 
Wolfe, John Dowling, Thomas Fitzgerald, Edmond Sheehy. 

A Pamphlet was read by Captain Kennedy written by himself with reference 
to Objections to making Poor Law rateable Districts co-extensive with Estates 
considered and answered. 

Proposed by Thomas Locke, Esq., seconded by Henry Sheehy, Esq. : — 

That Captain Kennedy’s Answer to the Objections of making Poor Law 
rateable Divisions co-extensive with Estates, and his Views respecting the 
important Advantages to be derived from such an Alteration of the present 
System of rating, be brought before the Consideration of the Board at their 
next Meeting, and that our Clerk be directed to draw the Attention of the 
several Members to the Subject, and more particularly with a view of making 
a separate rateable Division or Divisions of the Devon Estate. 


No. 89. 

No. 34,341 . /47. 

Letter from W. Stanley Esq. to the Clerk to the Guardians thereon. 
q. _ Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

_ 26th October 1847. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have had before them Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guar- 
dians of Newcastle Union on the 19th instant, by which they perceive that a 
Pamphlet was read by Captain Kennedy relative to Objections to making Poor 
Law rateable Districts co-extensive with Estates, and in reference thereto I am 
directed by the Commissioners to state that they will feel obliged by being 
furnished with a Copy of the Pamphlet in question. 

I have, &c. 

( Signed) W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 

No. 90. 

No. 34,466. D/47. 

Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley Esq. 

c: r 96, Lower Baggot Street, Dublin, 

T ’ xi tt x i , 22d October 1847. 

,, 1 the honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of this Day, 
jN °: ? 4 Ti -nT Z 47, Newcastle Union, naming the Six Electoral Divisions into 
which the Devon Estates extend, viz., Newcastle, Monagea, Ardagh, Kil- 
leedy, Kathronan, and Mahoonagh. 

I was handed your Letter To-day when I called at your Office for the 
Purpose of ascertaining (by reference to the Maps there) the Extent of the 
Devon Estates m the Electoral Divisions referred to, and it now turns out that 
nearly all Newcastle and Monagea are Part of these Estates, and about Half at 
K'lleedy and Half of Ardagh, and scarcely any of llathronan and Mahoonagh. 
It follows, therefore, that every thing that the Proprietor of these Estates pro- 
fesses to wish for exists already as regards the Two first named, and that his 
Lordship has almost nothing whatever in the Two last named, which reduces 
the Question of Alteration with reference to these Estates to Ardagh and 
Killeedy, of each of which i t appears Ins Lordship is the Proprietor of a Moiety, 
judging by the Map handed to me in your Office. 

.xfnw T ite ( c s L' 5 * ron S 1 y suspected from the Beginning) that 

r,d °,C the Moietles of Killeedy Ardagh that lU not 
Sil Ero™! SS Devon Estates, and that the Proposition for remodelling the 
this View 1 Dmsl0ns lnt0 w!llcil ttese Estates extend was made solely with 

^“DevoVFstare ,P ivi8 ‘ on ° f Killeedy does not cost the noble Proprietor of 
Estates much, as there is no Village in it; but I am acquainted 
i* E™ si0n of Ardagh, and I know that the pauper Population of the 
jS? V ‘Page of Ardagh costs Ins Lordship a considerable Sum. and I have 
no Hesitation whatever m repeating that the' principal Object in makino- the 
Proposition to remodel the Union of Newcastle was simply to get rid I the 
Support of this Population, though the Village lies in or abouAhe Centred 

the 
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New?artk°S, ! de! dtthe Devon Estates run with “ a few Perches of it at the 

If the Circular of the 10th ultimo stated that only Six Electoral Divisions 
ere m tended to be altered, and named them, and was accompanied with a Map 
of these Unions describing the Devon Estates (as it ought I respectfully sub- 
mit) any Person could see (as I did To-day at your Office) at a Glance how 
his Interests would be affected by the proposed Measure, and many of the 
7ndWn 0Uld not y e ' T ? l!e Proceedings as I know they do now ( most erroneously 
1 admit) i as mere Jugglery and Jobbing, it is so unintelligible. ' 

Indeed I did not know till I looked at the Map To-day how seriously my 
own Interests, in common with the few others remaining Proprietors, would be 
affected by haying the Support of the Paupers of the Village of Ardagh ca«t 
on us, was designed beyond all Doubt. ° 

tW^L L p tter i 0f - the NewcastIe Union confirms my Statement, 

that the Cnerdar of the 10th ultimo was not duly posted, and proves the Want 
oi due Notice to the Parties interested. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Wm. Rich. Yielding. 


XT No. 91. 

No. 34,467. D/47. 

Further Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley Esq. with amended Letter 
which he wishes to be substituted for the preceding. 

c:,. 96, Lower Baggot Street, Dublin, 

at’ j a-l t . 22d October 1847- 

. As _ 1 was under the Impression that I would be obliged to leave Town 
this Evening, and did not wish to do so without replying to your Favour 
No. 34,325. D/47. Newcastle Union,” I made a Draft of my Answer to it’ 
and desired a Clerk to make Two fair Copies from it, which he did hurriedly. 

, . oue 0E these, which I signed without comparing, with your Messenger 
this Afternoon. ^ & 

On looking over my Copy on my Return home I discovered several clerical 
and other Errors in it, and as I apprehend that the Copy forwarded to you 
may contain them too, I beg that it may be cancelled, and the enclosed, which 
I compared with my Draft, substituted for it. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Wm. Rich, Yielding. 


No. 92. 

Amended Letter referred to. 

c; 96, Lower Baggot Street, Dublin, 

T ° r ’ . 22d October 1847. 

I have the Honour to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of this Day, 
No. 34,325. D/47. Newcastle Union, naming the Six Electoral Divisions into 
which the Devon Estates extend, viz., Newcastle, Monagea, Killeedy, Ardagh, 
Rathronan, and Mahoonagh. “ 

I was handed your Letter To-day when I called at your Office for the 
Purpose of ascertaining (by reference to the Maps there) the Extent of the 
Devon Estates in the Electoral Divisions referred to, and it now turns out that 
nearly all Newcastle and Monagea are Parts of these Estates,, and about Half 
of Killeedy and Half oi Ardagh, and scarcely any of Rathronan and Mahoo- 
nagh. It follows, therefore, that every thing that the Proprietor of these Estates 
professes to wish for exists already as regards the Two first named, and that 
his Lordship has almost nothing whatever in the Two last named, which reduces 
the Question of Alteration with reference to these Estates to Ardagh and 
Killeedy, oi each, of which it appears his Lordship is the Proprietor of about a 
Moiety, judging by the Map handed to me in your Office. 

It is now quite evident (as I strongly suspected from the Beginning) that 
one of the Objects is to get rid of the Moieties of Killeedy and Ardagh that 
are not comprised in the “ Devon Estates,” and that the Proposition for re- 
(107.) 13 modelling 
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modelling the Six Electoral Divisions into which these Estates extend was 
made partly with this View. 

I believe that the Division of Killeedy does not cost the noble Proprietor of 
the “ Devon Estates ” much, as there is no Village in it ; but I am acquainted 
with the Division of Ardagh, and I know that the Pauper Population of the 
populous Village of Ardagh costs his Lordship a considerable Sum ; and I 
have no Hesitation whatever in repeating, that one of the Objects in making 
the Proposition to remodel the Union of Newcastle was to get rid of the 
Support of this Population. The Village lies in or about the Centre of the 
Division, and “ the Devon Estates ” run within a few Perches of it at the 
Newcastle Side. 

If the Circular of the 10th ultimo stated that only Six Electoral Divisions 
were intended to be altered, and named them, and was accompanied with a Map 
of these Unions (sic) describing “ the Devon Estates ” as it ought (I respect- 
fully submit), any Person could see, as I did To-day at your Office, at a 
Glauce how his Interest would be affected by the proposed Measure, and 
many of the Public would not view the Matter as I know they do now (most 
erroneously I admit) as mere Juggle and Job, it is so mysterious and unintel- 
ligible to them. 

Indeed I did not know till I looked at the Map To-day how seriously my 
own Interests, in common with the few other remaining Proprietors, would be 
affected by haying the Support of the Paupers of the Village of Ardagh cast on 
us, as was designed beyond all Doubt. 

I beg to remind you that the Letter of the Clerk of the Newcastle Union 
confirms my Statement, that the Circular of the 10th ultimo forwarded to me 
was not duly posted, and proves the Want of due Notice to other Parties 
interested also. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Wm. Rich. Yielding. 


No. 34,467. 


No. 93. 


/48- 

Letter from W. Stanley Esq 


. to Mr. Yielding. 


q. Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

T 011 ’ 25th October 1847. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 
22d instant, enclosing a revised Copy of your Letter of the same Date on 
the Subject of the proposed Alteration of certain Electoral Divisions of New- 
castle Union ; and in reply I am to refer you to the Commissioners Letter of 
the 22d mstant, in which they stated that they would take care that no Altera- 
tion should be made which would affect the Interests of any Parties without 
affording such Parties an Opportunity of stating their Views on the Subject. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 


No. 94. 

No. 85,061. D/47. 

Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley Esq. 

gj r 96, Lower Baggot Street, Dublin, 

r 5 ,i tj 26th October 1847. 

H “ S™° u1 ' ° f receiving last Night your Letter of Yesterday, 
110 . 04,257. D/47. Newcastle Union,” in which you state that the Commis- 
sioners will take care “ that no Alteration shall be made in this Union which 
would affect the Interests of any Parties, without affording such Parties an 
Opportunity of stating their Views on the Subject.” 

beg to say in reply that I have about Fifty Tenants in the Electoral 
Division of Ardagh, and that each of them lias a Lease at a Rent amounting 
to about the Valuation made under the Poor Law Act, and I trust, therefore! 

that 
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that conformably to your Letter you will give each of them an Opportunity of 
recording his Views on the Subject. ppo.i.umi,y or 

I need scarcely observe, that as the Commissioners refuse to convene a 
public Meeting, it would be gross Injustice to disregard the Views of the Rate- 
payers or Tenant Class, where they are, as in the Instance of my Tenants iust 
aS i?i uch n! nt f re ? e , d ’ °° m P arati ™ty speaking, as their Landlords. 3 ' ’ J 

1 he Clerk of the Newcastle Union can furnish the Names. 

Now that the Attention of the Commissioners is drawn to the Claims of the 
occupying Rate-payers, and that Notice to them as well as to Proprietors must 
be conceded in common Justice, unless there is to be “one Law for the Rich 
and another for the Poor,” I hope that the Circular of the 10th ultimo will 
be amended, and that the Electoral Divisions proposed to be altered will be 
named, and. that it will be accompanied with a Map describing them and “the 
Devon Estates, or else that such a Map will be left with each of the Relieving 
Officers of the Electoral Divisions for the Inspection of the Parties interested ■ 
and, further, that it will intimate where the Map may be inspected, should 
one not accompany the Circular. 

You have applied to the Proprietors of the Divisions of Mahoonagh and 
Kathronan in Newcastle, for their Views on the proposed Alteration, though 
the Parts of the Devon Estates ” which extend into them are, comparatively 
speaking, not more than “ a Drop of Water in the Ocean." 

Surely the Views of the Proprietors of these Two Electoral Divisions (who are 
not interested at all) should have do Influence whatever with the Commissioners 
in deciding the Proposition, and yet they are consulted, in common with the 
Proprietors of Killeedy and Ardagh, who alone are interested, with the 
Exception of the Proprietor of “ the Devon Estates.” 

What can be intended by such a Proceeding ? 

I beg leave to inform the Commissioners that the Trustees of “ the Devon 
Estates have applied for a Loan of 10,000/. (under the Act for the Improve- 
ment of Landed Property) for Drainage, and that one of the Objects of the 
proposed Change is to limit the Expenditure of this Sum to “the Devon 
Estates. 


The Trustees mean to expend in the Neighbourhood of Ardagh most of this 
10,000/. (being Two Thirds of One Years Rent of “ the Devon Estates”), and 
they ask the Commissioners to aid them in preventing the Paupers of Ardagh 
from participating in the Employment consequent on its Expenditure, while I, 
though my Lands are Three Miles away from it, am about to expend 2,200/ 
on a Townland worth about 300/. a Year only (that is, upwards of Seven 
Years Rent), and yet a few other Proprietors and I are to have the Paupers 
of it cast on us. r 


Is not this intolerable ? 

I confess, however, that I think the Commissioners will not continue to 
entertain the extraordinary Proposition made to them, regardless of the Views 
of the Legislature, and public Opinion too, which is decidedly against the 
Measure. The Commissioners would constitute themselves into an “ Imperium 
m Irnpeno” if they sanctioned the Proposition, and declare thereby that 
though they derive their Authority from Parliament, they would not be 
influenced by its Views. 

In short (and I beg that I may be understood to say it with the greatest 
Respect for them) the Public would not only question the Judgment but the 
Integrity also of the Commissioners (no doubt erroneously) if the extraordinary 
Proposition now made to them should he conceded, where it has been clearly 
demonstrated that the Objects are to form ‘‘the Devon Estates” into small 
Proprietary Electoral Divisions to suit Purchasers, and to get rid of the 
increasing Pauper Population of the Village of Ardagh for the future, as well 
as to prevent them from participating in the Expenditure of the 10,0001. at 
the Moment. 

For my own Part I have too high an Opinion of the good Sense and 
Uprightness of the Commissioners (now that I have fully submitted the Facts 
to them, and that they must see the Proposition in all its Enormity,) to allow 
it to give me any more Uneasiness, though I believe I am as deeply interested 
as any one else, with the Exception of Lord Devon. 

I cannot be persuaded that Gentlemen of such high Honour and sound Judg- 
(107.) 14 merit 
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ment could be induced to do what many of the Public think they are determined 
on doing for the noble Proprietor of these Estates. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Wm. Rich. Yielding. 


No. 95. 

No. 35,061. /48. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 30th October 1847. 

As Mr. Yielding has taken up this Matter so very warmly, it might be 
expedient to forward to him a Copy of the Resolution unanimously adopted by 
the Board of Guardians at Newcastle upon last Tuesday. 

W. J. H. 


No. 96. 

No. 35,061. /48. 

Letter from W. Stanley Esq. to Mr. Yielding. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 2d November 184-7. 

I am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor in Ireland to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 26th 
ultimo relative to the suggested Alteration of certain Electoral Divisions of 
Newcastle Union. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 


No. 35,303. 


No. 97. 

D/47. 

Extract from Guardians Minutes, 26th October 1847. 


Extract from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians at a Meeting 
held on Tuesday the 26th Day of October 1847- 


Present: 

In the Chair : — Michael Leahy. 

Other Guardians : — Thomas Locke, Captain Shelton, William Cox, Captain 
Kennedy, Bryan Sheehy, Francis Sullivan, William Murphy, David Leahy, 
John F. Cremin, John Casmody, Jeremiah Fitzgibbon, ' Hugh Murray Gun, 
David Hannigan, Mathew O’Donnell, Edward Irwin, James Wigmore, Thomas 
Fitzgerald, and Edmond Sheehy. 

Proposed by Thomas Locke, Esquire, and seconded by Henry Sheehy : — 

That Captain Kennedy’s Answers to the Objections of making Poor Law 
rateable Divisions co-extensive with Estates, and his Views respecting the 
important Advantages to be derived from such an Alteration of the present 
System of rating, be brought before the Consideration of the Board at their 
next Meeting, and that our Clerk be directed to draw the Attention of the 
several Members to the Subject, and more particularly with a view of making 
a separate rateable Division or Divisions of the Devon Estates. 

Having considered the various Bearings of the Subject contained in the 
Paper submitted by Captain Kennedy in reference to the Limits or Composition 
of Districts rateable under the Poor Law ; 

The following Resolutions were proposed by Thomas Locke, Esquire, and 
seconded by Francis Sullivan, Esquire, and carried unanimously : — 

Resolved, 1st. That we view with the greatest possible Apprehension the 
alarming Proportion of destitute labouring Families throughout Ireland, and 
more especially those placed under our own responsible Superintendence in the 
Union of Newcastle, who are without their usual Winter’s Store of Food, and 
for whom the ordinary Demand of Employers is wholly insufficient to furnish 
Support. ; 

2d. That those superabundant Families must be supported in Idleness by 
Rates levied from the Proprietors and Occupiers of Land, to an Amount that 

must 
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must ruin both these Classes, and in the End leave the Labourers themselves 
unprovided for, unless an Impulse cau be given to the Investment of Capital 
on permanent reproductive Works of Improvement, such as Drainage, Recla- 
mation of \\ aste Land, Mining Projects, &c., of which our Union, and we 
believe most other Districts in Ireland, could furnish an ample Supply to meet 
the Employment of the superabundant Labourers. 

3d- That this Impulse cannot be produced unless by giving to the Investers 
of such Capital some Security against the crushing Pressure of Rates which 
may come upon them under present Arrangements, when after they shall have 
amply provided for the Poor of their own Properties by Employment. 

4th. That without some such Security it would be unreasonable to expect 
Capitalists to invest the large Sums of Money which the Exigency would 
require, because, after having so done, they might still find their Property, 
including all such Outlay, virtually confiscated to the Poor Law Guardians to 
meet the Rates thrown upon it by the Pauperism of neighbouring neglected 
Properties included in the same Electoral Districts. 

5th. That, the only Security which we can suggest as calculated to encourage 
Investment in the Improvement of Property, and the Employment of super- 
abundant Labour, would be. that of reforming the rateable Divisions of each 
Union in such a Way as to give to every Owner of Land desirous of engaging 
in this vital Undertaking his Property in a separate rateable District, uncon- 
nected with any other Property. 

6th. That we therefore press upon the Poor Law Commissioners our earnest 
Conviction of the absolute Necessity of revising the rateable Divisions in every 
Union throughout Ireland, with a view to make each Property where any con- 
siderable relative Outlay is proposed to be invested a distinct rateable Division ; 
and we beg to call the Commissioners Attention to the Fact, that the rateable 
or Electoral Districts at present existing appear to consist of a vast Variety of 
intermediate Degrees of Value from 402,516/. down to 331/. 

7th- That we further and still more strongly press upon the Commissioners 
the Necessity for the immediate Adoption of the Principle we have urged in 
the Poor Law Union of Newcastle, the District in which we are responsible for 
the Support of the Poor, as we cannot conceive any other Measure without this 
as an Adjunct which can render their Support, humanly speaking, certain, or 
even probable. 

8th. That we would request the especial and immediate Attention of the 
Poor Law Commissioners to the Memorial of the Trustees of the late Earl of 
Devon on this Subject, their Estate forming a considerable Proportion of our 
Union, containing a large Town, with an unemployed Population, as well as 
some very poor and densely peopled rural Districts. 

And we would strongly urge the forming of this Estate into One or more 
separate rateable Districts, as -if this Step were taken we are aware that 
extensive Employment for the Poor of the Estate would immediately com- 
mence, and the Guardians and Rate-payers would thereby be relieved from 
the heavy Charge of providing for the labouring Families of that extensive 
Portion of our Union. 


No. 98. 

Captain Kennedy’s Observations referred to in preceding Minutes. 

Objections to making Poor Law rateable Districts co-extensive with Estates 
considered and answered. 

Objections. Answers. 

1. That, instead of seeking It is essential in considering this and all 
to reduce the Limits of rateable other Questions affecting Ireland at present 
Districts, the general Tendency that a distinct and particular numerical Value 
of public Opinion, particularly should be given to every Branch of the Argu- 
in England, is rather to gene- ment for and against it, so that vague Gene- 
ralise and enlarge ; and that, ralisms shall not be permitted to set aside a 
therefore, a Union rating would useful Principle, when every useful Principle 
(107.) K that 
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Answers. 


be a more reasonable Propo- that can be brought to aid will still barely 
sition to advocate than any Re- suffice to carry this Country through the ex- 
striction more minute than the traordinary Difficulties that beset her. It may 
present Electoral Divisions. or it may not be desirable for a Country, under 
ordinary Circumstances, to have its Rates or 
Taxes pressing uniformly over large Areas ; 
and Countries ordinarily circumstanced can, 
without much Danger, afford ample Time for 
the Discussion of all such abstract Problems. 


In the Question of Ireland the first Point 
for Consideration is, that her enormous Mass 
of labouring Families, having lost their usual 
Means of Existence, must henceforth be main- 
tained either upon Rates in Idleness, or by 
Employment expressly instituted for their 
Support. If Rates be depended on as the 
Means, all admit that the Country must be 
ruined, because the Amount required would 
be beyond all Power of Payment. If the 
Owners of Land can be impelled to institute 
Employment to the Extent required, all 
equally admit that the Country will be saved, 
because ample Employment can be supplied 
in almost every District, which shall render a 
most profitable Return for the Investment. 
Rates then are not to be considered as the 
available Means for supporting the Poor, but 
merely as an impelling Power, by which Pro- 
prietors are to be induced to support them by 
the Alternative of offering profitable Employ- 
ment. This impelling Power will not affect 
them whilst acting in an extensive Community 
with each other, because each will reasonably 
feel that the crushing Evil is likely still to 
press upon him even after his utmost Exertion 
has been made, and successfully made, as far 
as the Obligations affecting himself extend ; 
but take him out of this Community, and en- 
able him by a vigorous Exertion to secure 
himself against Ruin, independently of the 
Conduct or Acts of his Neighbours, and the 
most apathetic will become energetic. 

The Benefits of his Energy will revert to 
himself and those poor People for whom he i§ % 
responsible. 

The Evils of his Neglect in like Manner 
fall exclusively on his own Head. 

.That make rateable The Desire of Proprietors and Rate-payers 
Divisions co-extensive with Es- to remove Paupers is probably as great now 
tates would offer an Induce- as it could be under any Circumstances, be- 
ment to Proprietors to clear off cause the Terror that Property must be 
the Population without provid- wholly sacrificed to the Payment of Rates 
mg for them elsewhere. under the present System is at its Height ; 

besides, the Law, even at present, recognises 
a Right of Settlement which would at once 


3. That by making Estates 
more dependent than they are 
at present on their respective 


defeat such a Scheme, and if the Law on this 
Head be not sufficiently stringent it can be 
easily amended. 

The greatest possible Injustice and Discord 
already exist under the present State of 
Things as regards this Branch of the Subject, 


and 
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Objections. Answers. 

and separate Resources, many and I believe that few Unions are to be found 
Villages, Town Suburbs, and where Intrigues and counter Intrigues have 
densely peopled rural Districts not been used by the influential Proprietors 
would be found incapable of and Rate-payers to remove such Localities 
raising the Taxes requisite for from rateable Connexion with their own par- 
the Support of their own Poor, ticular Electoral Divisions, and to fasten them 
upon their Neighbours, the Question gene- 
rally ending by an arbitrary Decision of the 
Poor Law Commissioners attaching the ob- 
jectionable Spot as an Incubus upon some 
particular Electorate, which being a small 
District becomes seriously injured thereby. 

Such Intrigues ought to be made impos- 
sible, by arranging that all Localities of this 
Class which are distinctly proved incapable of 
levying locally the Rates requisite to support 
their impotent Poor, or of providing profitable 
Employment for their able-bodied Labourers, 
should be brought into a distinct Schedule ; 
and that the Balance required for their Need, 
beyond what their own Means respectively 
could supply, should be levied as a Union or 
national Rate. And such a Principle would 
be equally required, and equally applicable, 
whether the rateable Districts remain as at 
present, or whether they be recast in accord- 
ance with the Limit of Estates. 

Villages and Towns are called into exist- 
ence by the Necessities of considerable rural 
Districts, to which they supply the commer- 
cial and manufacturing or artisanic Conveni- 
ences which Society requires ; and therefore 
the whole District, and not merely a selected 
or friendless Portion of it, should bear the 
Charge of that Increase of Poverty which is 
generally found to exist in small Towns or 
large Villages. 

4. That those Proprietors Supposing that this Result should occur, it 
who have already cleared their does not appear to be either of that Extent or 
Estates, and who, in some In- Importance that would justify the withholding 
stances, may have done so with- of a vital general Measure. Suppose that 
out any Sympathy or Regard to those who have cleared their Estates, without 
the Welfare of the People so providing for the unfortunate People thereby 
removed, would obtain the' full removed, may amount to One in every Hun- 
Benefit of their Acts, and be- dred of the Proprietors, it would be somewhat 
come permanently exempted absurd that in order to punish the oue Ruin 
from Taxation for the Support must be decreed against the whole of the re- 
of their expelled Poor, whilst maining Ninety-nine, with all theirDependants, 
other Districts would be obliged who are not guilty of any such Offence, 
to bear this Burden, not of But there is ho Reason why Properties of 
right belonging to them. these Classes should wholly escape Taxation ; 

And that grazing Districts it is, on the contrary, desirable that every 
would likewise escape Taxatiou. Class of Property should contribute towards 
the sacred Obligation of maintaining the Poor, 
and it is very easy to provide that every Class 
shall so contribute without levying the Con- 
tribution" on a clumsy Principle that shall 
crush all Enterprise calculated to increase the 
V alue of Property and to diminish the Amount 
of Pauperism. 

The Clause introduced to the original Act, 

1 & 2 Viet. chap. 56. sec. 18., in respect to 
(107.) K 2 rateable 
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rateable Divisions, was clearly intended to 
stimulate the Owners of Property to the Im- 
provement both of the Lands and of the Con- 
dition of their Occupiers, but unfortunately 
the Administrators of the Law have either 
misunderstood the Spirit of that Clause, or 
they have neglected to use it in its true Spirit. 
The Mode by which the Spirit of that Clause 
can be fully carried out will be — 

_ First — By making the rateable Divi- 
sions for the Support of Paupers co-ex- 
tensive w’ith Estates. 

Second. — By extending the present 
Principle of Union rating into a general 
and uniform national rating to meet all 
the general Charges, Staff, &c. ; in short, 
every Cost, except the absolute Food of 
the Paupers, chargeable to particular 
Divisions. 

It appears desirable that the present Portion 
of the Rate levied as a Union Rate should be 
converted into a uniform national rating to a 
limited Amount at least for some Years to 
come, in order to make those Portions of Ter- 
ritory assist which have hitherto failed to con- 
tribute towards supporting their due Share of 
the Population, and that this Fund should be 
likewise chargeable for Assistance, even to 
provide Food for the Poor of those Localities 
contemplated in No. 3, after a special Inves- 
tigation and Report shall have convinced the 
Commissioners that the whole or some settled 
Proportion of the Proceeds of such Localities 
are inadequate to support their Poor, and 
after, likewise, ascertaining that such Locali- 
ties offer no profitable Means of giving addi- 
tional Employment by the increased Attention 
and Energy of the Proprietors and Occupiers. 

The Union or national Portion of the rating 
might in such Cases be also chargeable for 
Assistance towards the Emigration or Location 
upon Waste Lands of Families from these 
Localities. 

The broad Principle of rating would thus 
be as follows : — 

First. — Rates to be levied on separate 
Districts co-extensive with Estates for 
the feeding of poor Persons either in the 
Workhouse or out of Doors, and for as- 
sisting them to obtain permanent Loca- 
tions elsewhere, either by Emigration or 
by placing them on Waste Land Settle- 
ments. The Amount of such rating mav 
extend to the full Value, or to some settled 
Proportion of the Value, of the Property. 

Second — General Union Rates of li- 
mited and uniform Amount over the 
whole Kingdom to be levied for the Main- 
tenance of the general Establishment, and 
for assisting, by Food, Emigration, &c., 
those Localities which may have been 
ascertained as unable, by the Application 
of 
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5. That it would be unjust 
and impolitic to alter the pre- 
sent rateable Divisions, unless 
with the Consent and Appro- 
bation of the Parties interested 
or connected in the existing 
Arrangements, many of whom 
it is assumed would object to a 
Change, making each Property 
responsible only by itself. 


6. That if any Alteration be 
made in the Boundaries of 
Electoral Divisions to meet the 
Wishes of any interested Par- 
ties, it would produce many 
other similar Applications which 
must in fairness be granted ; and 
that the numerous, if not gene- 
ral, Changes thus likely to follow 
the Commissioners favourable 
Consideration of any one Case 
would be attended with enor- 
mous Labour to the Poor Law 
Department, calculated to arrest 
- ( 107 .) 


of their whole Means, or of some n-iven 

S Poor ° f the ‘ r Means ’ t0 su PP° rt 
The Adoption of the foregoing Princiole 
would remove the palpable Injustice, and the 
crashing and paralysing Tendencv, which 
characterise the Operations of the Poor Law 
at present. It would excite to the uttermost 
the Exertion of every Owner of Property in 
raising the Condition ofhis People, because it 
would, m fact, confiscate his Property if he 
remained inactive, at the same Time that it 
would enable him to act individually, and 
without looking for the Concert of others 
and give to him and his People all the Profit 
of his Exertions, whilst it removed him from 
the crushing Responsibility of Copartnership 
with his negligent Neighbours. 1 

Admitting fully that the Maintenance of 
tbe P °°i' ? 0uId bc the first Ciar g e upon every 
Class of Property, even up to its fullest Value 
if requisite, it still would appear desirable 
that those Proprietors who exert themselves 
successfully to maintain their own Poor 
should be relieved from having their Property 
inevitably confiscated to the Poor Law Guar- 
dians, and that those Proprietors only who 
make no Exertion should bear the full Conse- 
quences of the existing Law. 

; The Opposition of any Party to so just and 
essential a Principle can only proceed from 
the Speculation of Persons who are not them- 
selves disposed to invest Money, or use Ex 
ertions to place their People and their Property 
on an improved and wholesome Footing but 
who would be anxious to appropriate a Portion 
of the Benefit of other Proprietors Exertions 
and Expenditure. 

It would be most unjust to attend to the 
Objections of such Men, and the Impolicy of 
attending to them would be immeasureable 
as the Effect must be to arrest at once the 
Exertions of every Man of Judgment so tram- 
meJled, and thereby render general and inevi- 
table the national Ruin which now threatens 
us, and which, by the Removal of this unjustly 
forced and paralysing Community of Property 
might easily be averted. J ’ 

If the vital Necessity of making the Change 
be not distinctly shown then no Change should 
be made, but if it can be clearly proved that 
the whole Connexion and Framework of So- 
ciety depends on this simple Change beino- 
made, that without it Disorganization must 
assuredly arise, and the Ruin of all Classes 
must be inevitably completed, then it is clear 
that whatever temporary Trouble and Labour 
to the Department the Change may create it 
should be effected, and that numerous Appli- 
cations for this . Separation will be the most 
healthy Indications that could occur in the 
Country, as each Application will indicate an 
*• 3 active 
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Answers, 


Objections. 

its ordinary Operations for some 
Period to come. 


7 . That numerous small rate- 
able Divisions, such as would 
grow out of any general Attempt 
to make them co-extensive with 
Estates, would have the Effect 
of increasing the Number of 
Guardians in each Board to an 
inconvenient Extent, that would, 
in fact, make the practical work- 
ing of the Department nearly 
impossible. 


S. That the Settlement of 
the Balance of Rates, whether 
to the Debit or Credit of par- 
ticular Electoral Divisions at 
the Time of any Change in the 
Boundaries, would entail a Diffi- 
culty, and that this Difficulty is 
not provided for by the existing 
Law. 


active Intention to arrest Poverty, and, if 
granted, it will be the Harbinger of Peace and 
Plenty in the District to which it refers, and 
also that the more rapidly and generally the 
fidl Change is brought about the better. 

But it does not appear that there should be 
any great Trouble or Inconvenience attending 
this Change. I believe it could be fully 
effected within One Month all over Ireland ; 
and I would earnestly refer to the Opinion of 
Mr. Griffith on this Point, whose long Ex- 
perience as sole Commissioner of Valuation in 
Ireland would probably enable him to remove 
many of the imaginary Difficulties which may 
alarm the Minds of Persons less practised on 
this Subject. 

It is by no means requisite that each rate 
able Division should be represented by a 
separate Guardian. There can be no Reason 
Avhy any convenient Number of small and 
separately rateable Divisions should not com- 
bine for the single Act of electing a common 
Guardian ; such a Proceeding would by no 
means interfere with the broad Principle of 
Representation now in operation. We find at 
present a vast Variety in the Size and Value of 
different Electoral Divisions ; one, for example, 
being as low as 331/., whilst another reaches 
412,516/., or the larger being 1,216 Times the 
Value of the smaller, with innumerable inter- 
mediate Varieties of Value. The Irregu- 
larities in the Areas, Amount of Population, 
and Shape of these Divisions being equally 
striking, one is obliged to give up in despair 
the Effort to discover any philosophical Prin- 
ciple that may have been .adopted in their 
original Formation. 

It is scarcely possible to imagine a less 
valid Objection than this standing in the way 
of a vital national Benefit. 

The Law clearly gives to the Poor Law 
Commissioners the Power to change the Boun- 
daries of Electoral Divisions when they shall 
think fit. Can it be imagined that this 
Power does not in itself convey the Power of 
settling the Account of such Division, which 
is requisite in making such Changes. 

If any Electoral District so circumstanced 
be in Credit, it is a very simple Question of 
Account to fix the Portion due to each Part 
of it upon the new Division, and to allow these 
respective Portions or Balances to be brought 
to the Credit of the respective Parcels of Land 
to which they belong in their new Accounts. 

If any Division be in Debt when a Change 
is decided upon, that is settled by imme- 
diately striking a Rate before the Change 
occurs, just sufficient to pay off the Debt. 

The whole of this Objection appears in- 
valid, but if it should still prove insurmount- 
able, a little Clause amending the Act will at 
once set it aside. 

. It 
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It is particularly desirable, after the broad Sacrifices made by the British 
Government and the British People individually, as exhibited in the muniWn 
Contributions offered by them tS relieve the Sufferings of flrii under- 

thTs s a nbiZl SIt i at,0 u l ftat i d , the admlnis t™tive Arrangements connected with 
this Subject should be placed upon a Basis that will still further convince the 
Irish People of the kind Disposition of the British Nation towards them And 
nothing could tend more directly than a philosophical Administration of our 
Affairs to counteract the mischievous Efforts of Repudiators, who would now 
deny the Right to pay back our fair and just Debts, contracted when our 

oui D?y of d |Sd ded UP ° n SUmS WUch Great Britain su PP Iied t0 us '•> 
conclusion, whilst canvassing the Merits of vicarious Taxation, let us, ere 
it be too late, calmly look at its Operation, and the Estimate in which it is held 
Result 1 civilized Country . Sir Charles Napier, in his “ Strictures on the 
Results of Mehemet Ah s Rule, says, “ his Mind is capable of projecting clever 
„ Things for his own supposed Advantage or Pleasure or Renown, but 
„ ' nca P abIe of great Works for the Regeneration of a People, or even for their 
„ * e “P 01 B ar y Advantage. He does not even leave the Means of Subsistence in 
„ J!??' 1 . Possession. 1 o give an Illustration of his System : let A be one 

“ r™ on R the Re " t 1S a “ each; soma Accident injures the 

„ ?°P ®> ™ d d becomes impossible for the People to pay more than Half 

their Rent; the Pasha levies the Deficiency on A, and both are ruined!”— 
Conquest of Scinde, Part i, Page 7. 

Little thought the enlightened Conqueror of Scinde, when his Feelings of 
common Justice were outraged by the Policy of Mehemet Ali, that through -i 
Misapplication of a legislative Enactment a System liable to the same Objec- 
tions, and calculated to produce similar Results, should l>e impending in his 
native Country. 1 ° 

Merrion Square, 16th September 1847. ^ ENNEDY - 


.. No. 99- 

No. 35,463. D/47. 

Letter from Mr. John Duggan in reply to Circular of 10th September. 

Gentlemen, A 55 „la.,, 28th Octo|)er 

In reply to your Inquiries respecting the Separation of the Devon Estates 
from the Newcastle Union m the County of Limerick, as far as I am concerned 
1 am opposed to such an Arrangement, as I do not think it would be conducive 
to the Interest of the Rate-payers in general. The Rate-payers of that Union 
are disgusted with the Proceedings of some of the present Guardians, and are 
determined to apply for the Appointment of a Board of paid Guardians. Should 
the Commissioners appoint such, I beg leave to solicit the Situation of a nairl 
Guardian in that or in any other Union in Ireland in which such Services in- y 
happen to he required, and have only to add that I can at any Time furnish 
you with Certificates from the most respectable Men of the County in which I 
reside as to the Respectability of my Character and my Fitness for such an 
Appointment. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) John Duggan. 


No. 100. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 31st October 1847. 

I am not acquainted with the Writer or his Qualifications 

W. J. H. 


No. 101. 

No. 35,927. D/47. 

Letter from Mr. Hancock to the Commissioners. 

Gentlemen, , Thurles, 2d November 1847. 

I HAVE the Honour to annex an Extract from the Limerick Chronicle 
published on Saturday last the 30th October 1847, wherein the Resolutions 
( 10 7-) K 4 adopted 
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adopted by the Guardians relative to Electoral Division Area in general, and 
the Devon Estates in particular, have been published in a local Newspaper. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) Wm. John Hancock. 


No. 102. 

Letter from Dr. Anster in reply to Circular of 10th September. 

5, Lower Gloucester Street, Dublin, 

Sir, 4-th November 1847. 

Your Letter on the proposed Change of the Electoral Divisions with which 
Lord Devon’s Estate is connected was left at my House during my Absence 
for a few Weeks from Dublin. 

The Plan is plainly beneficial to the Devon Estates, and the chief Injury, if 
any, that it can do, is its Tendency to deprive the adjoining Localities of the 
Aid of Lord Devon’s Agent in the Administration of the Poor Laws. The 
Displacement of Mr. Furlong, when Agent, from his Office of Chairman of the 
Newcastle Union by the Act of the Guardians, or rather of the Rate-payers 
who removed such of the Guardians as were likely to vote for him, I hear that 
it would not be easy by any Act of the Commissioners to secure this Advantage 
to the Public, and it was plain that without such Agent’s full and free Consent to 
co-operate with the general Body interested in the Poor Law Administration 
his Co-operation would be no great Use. I am therefore of opinion that this 
Consideration ought not to have any great Weight. 

Could efficient Superintendence be in any w T ay secured, it might even yet 
save the Property of those Districts now in danger of being altogether destroyed. 
In Killeedy and Monagea, the Destruction of Property I regard as almost 
inevitable ; the Farmers in that District either do not or cannot control the 
Amount of Relief given ; in such a Locality the Assistance of Lord Devon’s 
Agent would be invaluable, and I trust that whether his Plan be successful 
or not, the Locality may not be deprived of it. The Importance of good local 
Superintendence is illustrated by a Comparison of some of the Electoral 
Divisions in the County of Limerick. In 1846 the Failure of the Potato Crop 
was at least as great in the District comprising the Electoral Division of Croom, 
or in those of Ballingarry or Kilmeedy, I believe greater, and the consequent 
Distress as great, and yet (from good local Arrangements) the Rates under the 
Temporary Relief Act of Croom were Is. 6d. in the Pound, while that of 
Kilmeedy was 4s. 10jd., and that of Ballingarry 4s. lid. Farmers in both 
Districts (some having Land hi each), speaking of the great Difference of the 
Rates, ascribed it to this Cause exclusively. 

My own Property is not, I think, likely to be much affected b} r what is done 
in this Matter, and I therefore have scarce a Right to speak on the Subject 
at all. The Property, such as it is, is Fee Simple or under College Leases, and 
in Amount is the Third of Lands, the Rental of which is about 1,800/. a Year. 
It is connected with Six Electoral Divisions, Three of which connect it with 
Lord Devon’s. Being devised from maternal Relations my Name does not appear 
on your Rate Books, but I saw your Circular some Mouths ago, and did not 
write to you because as far as I can form an Opinion on the Subject I lean to 
wishing that Lord Devon may be given the Opportunity of managing his Estate 
in his own Way, and I assumed that your Circular was only for the Purpose of 
learning any Objections to the Plan. I incline to think that if the Agent of the 
Devon Estates relieves the Country of an Amount of Destitution as, by a 
Letter of his to the Board of Works which I have seen, he proposes to do by 
giving such Employment as will support 8,000 Persons, it is impossible but the 
other Electoral Divisions with which the Property is connected should not 
receive Advantages by this Outlay more than proportionate to any thing that 
they may seem to lose. I for one shall be satisfied with the Decision of the 
Commissioners, whichever Alternative they adopt ; my sole Anxiety in the 
Matter being, as I know theirs is, the Peace and Well-being of the Country 
under Circumstances of exceeding Difficulty, when no possible Course can be 
free from serious Objections. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) John Anster. 
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No. 103. 

Observations of Mr. Hancock thereon, 6th November 1847. 

Mr. Anster satisfied either Way. 

** 1 for on e should be satisfied with the Decision of the Commissioners 
whichever Alternative they adopt.” 1 

W. J. H. 


No. 104. 

No. 36,212. D/47. 

Extracts from Minutes of Proceedings of the Board of Guardians at a 

Meeting held on Tuesday the 2d Day of November 1847, bearing on the 

Proposition of the Trustees of the Earl of Devon. 

Present : 

In the Chair : — Michael Leahy, V. C. 

Other Guardians Lord Muskerry, Thomas Locke, Captain Shelton, William 
Cox, Captain J. P. Kennedy, Eyre Massy, William Murphy, Thomas Enright, 
Jeremiah Fitzgibbon, John Meehan, John Carmody, Hugh Murray Gun’ 
David Hannigan, D. V. C., Mathew O’Donnell, Edward Irwan, James Wio-more, 
Edmond Wolfe, John Dowling, Thomas Fitzgerald, and Edmond Sheehy. 

A Letter from William S. O’Brien, Esq. M. P., dated Dublin the 30th October 
1847, to the Clerk, to be laid before the Board. 

Dear Sir, 

* * * * * # 

I think it right also to add, that I do not agree to the Resolutions adopted 
in support of the Proposal, that the Devon Estates should be constituted as a 
separate Electoral Division. The Principle of Estate Assessment appears to 
me to hold out a direct Temptation to the Proprietor to expel from their 
Homes the poor Population, and though Lord Devon would not resort to a 
System of Clearance, yet if this Estate should be sold it would be in the Power 
of the Proprietor to inundate the Remainder of the Union with Paupers ejected 
from this Estate. In case this Arrangement should be adopted in order to meet 
the Views of the Trustees of the Earl of Devon’s Estate, it will be exceedingly 
unfair to withhold a similar Advantage from other Proprietors, who, for the sake 
of Self-protection, will be compelled to demand that the same Principle shall be 
extended to their Estates. Thus a Principle rejected after long and deliberate 
Discussion by Parliament will be forced upon the Country by the mere Will 
of the Poor Law Commissioners, acting under the Influence of powerful 
Individuals. 

I was in hopes that the Board of Guardians would not have been asked to 
offer an Opinion upon this Subject, and therefore abstained from raising a 
Discussion upon it. I have now no Alternative but to record my Dissent from, 
the Proposal. _ 

1 have, &c. 

(Signed) William S. O’Brien. 

Lord Muskerry directed the Clerk to record his Protest against the Resolu- 
tions of the Board passed on the 26th ultimo, urging on the Poor Law 
Commissioners the Necessity for forming the Devon Estates into an Electoral 
Division or Divisions. 


No. 36,228. /48. 


No. 105. 


Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. 


Stanley, Esq. 


£)6, Lower Baggot Street, Dublin, 

Sir, 4th November 1847. 

I READ only just now on my Return to Town the Report of the Proceedings 
of the Newcastle Board of Guardians on the 25th ultimo, recommending that 
the Proposition to form the Devon Estates into a “ separate Electoral Division 
or Divisions ” should be complied with. 

For the present I shall make no Comment on the Want of public Notice of 
the intended Discussion, but will simply observe, that in my Letter to you of 
the 22d ultimo, in reply to your Favour, No. 34,325. D/47. Newcastle 
403. U Union, 
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Union, I established I think clearly that the Electoral Division of Ardagh in 
that Union would be the District chiefly, if not altogether, affected by the 
proposed Measure, and I will now show that the Guardians assembled on the 
25th ultimo did not represent either the Proprietors or Rate-payers of it. 

It appears by the Report that Mr. William Smith O’Brien, M. P., Chairman 
of the Newcastle Board of Guardians, Mr. Eyre Massy, J. P., ex-officio Guar- 
dian of that Union, Mr. John Studdard, J. P. and D. L., ex-officio Guardian of 
Rathkeale Union, and (I believe) of Newcastle, were not present. 

These Gentlemen, with the Earl of Clare, the Earl of Devon, the O’Grady of 
Kilballyowen, the Rev. Richard Dickson of Vermont, Mr. William Massy of 
Glenville, and Mr. Hugh Massy of Stoneville, Mr. Sankey, the Messrs. Upton and 
Mr. Stephenson, Captain John Evans, and myself, are, I think, the Proprietors 
of Ardagh, and it does not appear that any one of them, either personally or 
otherwise, took any part whatever in the proceeding, except the Earl of Devon, 
through his Agent. 

In short, I rather think that the Guardians who voted on this Occasion (with 
the above-mentioned Exception) did not represent and are not Proprietors of 
any Part of the Division of Ardagh. 

I have been informed also that the Guardian for Ardagh himself, instead of 
attending and voting, intimated his Intention to resign, considering that 
Opposition would be useless, and consequently the Meeting of the 25th ultimo 
did not represent even the Rate-payers, on whom, with the Proprietors above 
named, the Support of the Paupers of the Village of Ardagh would be thrown 
by the proposed Alteration. The Commissioners will judge therefore of the 
Weight that ought to be attached to the Views of the Guardians who passed 
the Resolutions of the 25th ultimo. 

In my Letter of the 22d ultimo, herein-before mentioned, I think that I also 
established clearly that Three Fourths of the Four Electoral Divisions really 
proposed to be altered, namely, Newcastle, Monagea, Killeedy, and Ardao-li, 
belong to Lord Devon ; and it is scarcely necessary to remark that these Three’ 
Fourths supplied a formidable Array of Guardians personally interested in 
getting rid of the Pauper Population of Ardagh. I beg to say, however, at the 
same Time, that I do not mean to attribute any unworthy Motive to them, but 
when they are thus interested evidently no undue Importance should be given 
to their Views on the Subject, I submit. 

In short, they were sitting and finding as Judge and Jurors in their awn Case 
to a great Extent. 

If the public Notice that I have so often suggested had been given, the 
Meeting of the 25th ultimo would have been very different indeed. 

The real Question that the Commissioners have now to decide is, whether 
they will be influenced by the Views of Parliament or the Guardians of the 
Union of Newcastle. The Matter after all narrows itself into this in a o-reat 
Measure. & 


As I have submitted the whole of our Correspondence to this Day to his 
Excellency the Lord Lieutenant, and Sir George Grey the Chief Secretary 
I hope that the Commissioners will be pleased to postpone their Decision till’ 
the Views of these Personages will be made known. 

I have, &c. 

(signed) Wm. Rich. Yielding. 


No. 106. 

ft 0.36,228. D/47. 

Letter from W. St.inlet, Esq. to Mr. Yielding in reply. 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

dir ’ 5lh November 1847. 

i am directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of 
the Poor m Ireland to acknowledge the Receipt of your Letter of the 4th 
instant, relative to the suggested Alterations of certain Electoral Divisions of 
Newcastle Union. 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 
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No. 36,998. D/ 47 . No. 107. 

Letter from Mr. Enright to W. Stanley, Esq. 

Sir, Ardagh, Newcastle, Co. Limerick 

leave* to 8 state that 

Law CommiJsS ™ Tuesdw it n ^ Notice to P»™ 

I did not attend on Tuesdav the^Bth iw»K °/ 0c . t ? b “ ; on that Account 
would be accepted, the latter Day hein?tbf C i ctober ’ bunking m y Resignation 
Captain t0 ^l S Wd 

H3!^ 

the Union of Newcastle Cornel Z " J" 3 0 [ ect°ral Utvis.on of Ardagh in 
behalf nf the l6 ’ L/0U ° t ^ Limerick, as Guardian of that Division nn 

hL pronLv , d r pay ? r - and m y seIf; but if ««» Landlord coul™ S eoarate 

X e^CesTof VT* * “*«“■ di ™‘ ” 

of each Property in herit anl iXT*™ Ration and employ the Poor 
would be One h the Guardians tattVath a C ““ ° f ^ D ™ ion 1 

I remain, &c. 

(signed) Thomas Enright. 


No. 37,265. /48. N °' 108 ' 

Letter from Mr. Yielding to W. Stanley, Esq. 

Sir, 8®, Lower Baggot Street, Dublin, 

the Etaetc^^Dfriai^of ikrdtqrh on b^^Tof ^^e'lf^° 

rnmsmrn 

P 7ndeedTr ade t t0 l th T Wi “’ rdere ™«> ** ^ D ”™n Se eitIa0rdmar L 
of their g00d Sense ****** ** 
I have, &c. 

(signed) Wm. Rich. Yielding. 

any *“*" Communication 
“ Su “merhill, Castle Connell, County Limerick.” 


No. 37,266. /47. 


No. 109. 


Sir, 


Letter from W. Stanley, Esq. to Mr. Yielding. 


Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

the 1 Pno dl ” C i ed i by j the C™™ 5 ™ 11 ™ for administering fteTaws' for Relief of 

I have, &c. 

(Signed) W. Stanley, 

Secretary. 


403 . 
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